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Pre face
After a number of years of research into all areas of the history of the church,
churchyard, vicarages and schools, the time is now opportune to attempt the
production of a consolidated story covering these aspects as far as this has been
possible to achieve.

As an enthusiastic amateur historian, w i thout any semblance of formal journal ist ic
training, I am conscious of the many shortcomings in all areas o f the story. It w i l l
be readi ly apparent this phase is concerned wi th physical aspects together w i t h
general historical matters and only in very minor key are persons o r personalities
recorded. I make no apologies fo r this, some other person or persons can undertake
the task o f put t ing ?flesh? on the ?bones?.

Down these years I have journeyed to many places often wi th fruit less results; I
have wr i t ten countless letters and made numerous telephone calls. The courtesy
and charm w i t h wh ich I have been received, and the kind, helpful and f r iend ly
letters f rom all sources have been heart-warming and have greatly helped when I
felt discouraged.

The names and where applicable, the organisations concerned, can be found in the
Acknowledgments.

There are many, many areas where further investigation may clarify the
outstanding matters, and I do hope some other person or persons wil l undertake
these tasks.

I h a v e taken as a mentor, a man named Henry Swinbum, who in the year 1590
wrote a Brief Treatise of Testaments and Last Willes. A short extract f rom his book
reads as fol lows: ?Great and wonder fu l is the number o f mani fo lde wri ters and
civi l and ecclesiasticall laws and so huge is the mul t i tude of their sundr ie sorts of
bookes, as lectures, councils, tracts, decisions, questions, disputations, repi t i t ions,
cautels, common opin ions, singulars, contradict ions, concordances, methods,
summes, pracktickes, tables, reportor ies and bookes of other kinds (apparent
monuments o f their endlesse and inv inc ib le labours) that in m y conceit, i t is
impossible for any one man to read over the hundred part of their works, though
l iv ing over hundred years hee did intende non other worke. Wherefore by the
publ ishing of this testamentarie treatise, I may be thought to powre water into the
sea, to carry owles to Athens and to trouble the reader w i t h a matter altogether
needlesse and superf luous, but yet for all this, in case this one litt le booke may
serve instead o f many great volumes, then I hope in the equal judgement o f such
as are ind i f ferent ly affected, the same is neither to be admi t ted as commodious,
than rejected as superfluous?. ?AMEN?

By the nature of the information gleaned over the past years, the story has become
very extensive indeed, especially in the area covered by the appendices, but these
are the supportive proof to some of the assumptions made in the earlier years of
the chapel (church) history, and documentary proof of the later periods.

The story is therefore written primarily for the person or persons deeply interested
in historical matters, and at this point in time the intention is to produce privately
a small number of copies for distribution to selected sources.
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?These details wil l be recorded ona distribution list which it is hoped wil l be at the
end of this comprehensive story.



A c k n o w l e d g e m e n t s

Iam greatly indebted to the following people and sources of information.

Dr. E.W.G. BILL, Librarian, Lambeth Palace Library.

Mr . K. H A L L , County Archivist, Lancashire County and Diocesan Record Office,
Preston.

Mrs . A . H A R D M A N , A r c h i v i s t , Lancashi re C o u n t y and Diocesan Record Of f ice ,
Preston.

M r . J. HEYES, Ass is tant D is t r i c t L ib ra r ian , Lancashire C o u n t y L ib rary , Chor ley .

Mr. D, SHUTTLEWORTH, Local History Librarian, Lancashire County Library,
Chorley.

Dr . C.J. W R I G H T , The Br i t i sh L ib ra ry , M a n u s c r i p t Section, L o n d o n .

R E V E R E N D H . D . R A C K , C h e t h a m Society, Manchester .

PROFESSOR ML]. W I L K S , B i rkbeck Col lege, London .

Dr. C.A. H A I G H , Chr i s t Church, Ox fo rd .

C H U R C H C O M M I S S I O N E R S , L o n d o n .

M r . C.C. WEBB, B o r t h w i c k Ins t i tu te o f H is to r i ca l Research, York .

Mr . L. R A N S O N , Lately Registrar, Diocesan Registry, Cathedral Close,
Blackburn.

M iss D. W H I T T A K E R , Diocesan Regist ry , Cathedra l Close, B lackburn .

H O U S E O F L O R D S R E C O R D OFFICE, Westmins te r , L o n d o n .

R E V E R E N D D. RA ITT , B.D., A .K .C . Vicar , Eux ton Par ish C h u r c h .

M r . A J . R . P E D L E Y , La te l y Headmas te r , E u x t o n C h u r c h o f E n g l a n d J u n i o r
Schoo l .

Finally to Miss D. GASKELL, fo r her very careful reading of the original draft and
correction thereto, and for her many, many helpful suggestions.



I n t r o d u c t i o n



I n t r o d u c t i o n
In the two previous issues o f a booklet sold in aid of church funds, wh ich
attempted to answer some of the many questions raised by people who visi t the
church for one reason or another, each issue carried a short section dealing wi th the
areas surrounding the vi l lage and some general detail relating to l i fe in the past.
The informat ion I have n o w gathered concentrates solely on the church and all
associated areas and buildings. It is quite clear to me there are people in the locality
who have a deeper knowledge and w i d e r understanding o f the many par ish
buildings, roads, streams, activities etc., than I shall ever have t ime or the abil i ty to
research, and it is to them that one should turn for information on these subjects.

In the n a r r a t i v e w h i c h f o l l o w s there fo re , 1 have a t t e m p t e d a log ica l h i s to r i ca l
progression as f a r as this relates to the passage o f years a n d the events w h i c h have
occurred, b u t d u e to many , m a n y factors ou ts ide m y cont ro l , the answers to m a n y
o f the queries w h i c h are e v i d e n t as the s to ry proceeds, are no t at th is p o i n t i n t i m e
k n o w n to me, bu t i t s h o u l d be c lear ly u n d e r s t o o d tha t t he i n f o r m a t i o n m a y b e
available. As an example , much as I w o u l d have l i ked to have done this, i t has no t
been poss ib le to v is i t the Pub l i c Record Off ices and the Br i t i sh L i b r a r y i n L o n d o n ,
nor the Bod le ian L ib ra ry , t he L a m b e t h Palace L ib ra ry , the H o u s e o f L o r d s Record
Off ice, Wes tm ins te r and the U n i v e r s i t y o f C a m b r i d g e etc., etc., ete.

To many people coming to this area on an initial visi t , the expansion of the village
and surrounds in the post 1945 years chiefly, w i th extensive new house properties,
tends to disguise the antiquity of the original vil lage area, and although the village
does not figure as a separate identi ty in the Domesday Survey of 1086, in the Astley
Park area approximately half a mile east of the village, a Bronze age settlement with
burial urns was discovered in 1963 by a local farmer when ploughing his fields.
Careful examination of the area in 1974 uncovered many items and for those so
interested, a comprehensive plan and description of the various items found can be
seen on display in Astley Hall. People were thus l iv ing around here 4000 years ago.

It is not the concern o f this story to enter into national or county historical matters,
except in those areas and instances where these matters had a bearing upon the
church and congregation. It wou ld bea fail ing however i f attention was not drawn
to the County o f Lancaster and the sparse populat ion up to and inc lud ing the
Industrial Revolut ion and the impact this had dur ing some tempestuous years on
the church history.

There are many areas, which,whi ls t not direct ly involv ing the church activities as
such, inc luding of course the church officials, did have some form of influence, but
due to the necessity to deal w i t h the main theme these areas have not been
included.

At tent ion is d rawn to many instances which appear in the narrat ive, and
part icu lar ly in the Appendices, of detail and informat ion reported verbatim. In
some of these instances the spelling used is o f the day and date when the basic
document was prepared and where the spelling therefore is not in l ine wi th the
modern methods.



S e c t i o n 1

The v i l l age of Eux ton in 1990

(A Br ie f Desc r i p t i on )



S e c t i o n 1

T h e vi l lage of Euxton in 1990
T e r m i n o l o g y

Before looking at the physical aspects and characteristics of the village today, i t is
necessary to appreciate that in speaking the name of the village, the letter ?U? is
silent and the name is pronounced ?Exton?. It has been known by many names
down the years, the fol lowing being some of them:

1187 Euceston

1292 and 1497 Eukeston

1555 Euxton

It has also been known as Euxtonburgh -a fort i f ied place or a mound.

Locat ion and o t h e r re levant deta i ls

The vi l lage lies about two statute miles to the west of the town o f Chorley,
Lancashire. It sits astride the A49 road and is approximately nine miles f rom
Wigan; three miles from Leyland; nine miles f rom Preston, a similar distance from
Bolton; sixteen miles or thereabouts f rom Southport; twen ty four mi les f rom
Manchester, and some two hundred miles from London. The M6 and M61 routes
are respectively a half mile west and east of the village approximately. Proximity to
such routes has caused the village to develop as a dormi tory area in the post 1945
years. It covers two thousand nine hundred and th i r ty four acres of which seven
are inland water. The area is well wooded wi th litt le basic industry. Frequent
omnibus services to and f rom Chorley, Leyland and Preston serve the village.
There is no rail service.

Dairy and agricultural farming occupy the lands around the village. One r iver - the
Yarrow - f lows in the southern region into which the stream called Chapel Brook
empties.

A t this date there are approximately eight and a half thousand inhabitants
compared w i t h some one and a half thousand before the 1939/45 war and this
graphical ly illustrates the expansion which has taken place. The original vi l lage
properties straddled each side of the A49 road, but many of these have been
demolished since 1945 and other properties erected not necessarily of the same sort.
There are many old farmhouses in the area. There is no market held in the village.

R o a d s

Two roads running f rom east to west enter the village; on the south the AS81
known in the section entering the parish boundary as Balshaw Lane - an ancient
name - and the other road on the north side as the B5252, Euxton Lane. Un t i l the
coming o f the Royal Ordnance factory in this lane in 1937, this thoroughfare was
merely a country lane which meandered from the Bay Horse hotel to the existing
A6 road. The A49 road as it proceeds north from Wigan and passes through the
area towards Preston, is considered by the Ordnance Survey to include in parts, the
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o r i g i na l R o m a n road w h i c h car r ied t roops f r o m the f i r s t n a m e d t o w n to the f o r d a t
Wa l ton - l e -Da le near Preston. i f th is is so, then the area o f E u x t o n was also k n o w n
some t w o thousand years ago.

C h u r c h e s a n d S c h o o l s ( w i t h a s s o c i a t e d s u p p o r t g r o u p s )

Three churches serve the vi l lage inhabitants - Church of England, Roman Cathol ic
and Methodist. The first is the subject of subsequent details and the latter two were
erected in the nineteenth century. There are Church of England and Roman
Catholic Pr imary Day schools, plus two Lancashire County Counci l s imi lar schools
drawing f rom the village and surrounding areas some two hundred and f i f ty pupi ls
approximately to each school.

Rangers, Guides, Brownies, Scouts, Cubs and Church Lads Brigade prov ide some
facilities for the young through the respective places of worship. There are annual
Gala and Walk ing Days wi th in which the three denominat ions jo in forces and
these are held in the midd le period o f each year. A Youth club exists, anda village
playing field under the control o f the Parish Council is available for most types o f
popu la r sport .

W e l f a r e , M e d i c a l a n d S o c i a l a s p e c t s

There is a small medical centre staffed by various trained personnel and a dentist?s
practice in the village. Road crossing operatives are in attendance dur ing the day
when pupi ls are proceeding to and from the respective schools.

Four inns , the Bay H o r s e Inn , the Ta lbo t Ho te l , the Travel lers Rest a n d the E u x t o n
M i l l s I n n , se l l i ng the usua l beverages w i t h the a d d i t i o n o f mea ls serv ice are
d isposed around the area.

A modern up to date l ibrary operated by Lancashire County Council l ibrary service
is sited at the nor th end o f the village. There is no vi l lage hall as such, but the
Church o f England Parish Hall is used by many organisations for meetings, social
occasions etc., etc.

Banking, pharmaceutical chemist, confectionery, butchery, bakeries, greengrocery,
grocery and post office services are available to serve the scattered populat ion and
these are situated in the north west and south east areas o f the village. This is due
in the main to land configurat ion arising f rom the last ice age some ten thousand
years ago.

Employment

This aspect was mentioned in the previous sub-section headed Location. Each day
many people travel to their respective places of work - often to surrounding towns
and fur ther afield - by motor car and the traffic between the hours of 7.30 am to 9.00
am and from 4.00 pm to 6.00 pm along the various roads is in consequence
somewhat heavy in volume, necessitating the usual t ra f f ic -warden services
adjacent to the respective Junior schools.

There is on l y a small number o f self-employed personnel - joiner, br icklayer,
painter, p lumber and electrician - serving the two thousand homes in the area. A
small business manufacturing synthetic rubber products operates in a former cotton
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mil l on the banks o f the r iver Yarrow, and a ceramic tile merchant and suppl ier
also operates in the village.

Adm in i s t r a t i o n

The village is administered under the aegis of the Lancashire County Counci l and
Chorley Borough Counci l , w i t h a Parish Counci l dealing w i t h minor matters
outside the framework covered by the main councils. The civi l and ecclesiastical
parishes are coincidental in area. A member of Parliament serves the Chor ley -
including Euxton - constituency.
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Section 2(a)

T h e Par i sh C h u r c h of Eux ton in 1 9 9 0
L o c a t i o n

The church stands in the southern part o f the village on top o f a small mound or
hil lock just to the north o f a stream called by the name of Chapel Brook. This
stream has two subsidiary names, the upper section being known as German Brook
and the lower section as Culbeck Brook.

The A49 road - Wigan to Preston section - passes the church heading nor th and in
so doing crosses Euxton Chapel Bridge. Chapel Brook eventually debouches into
the r iver Yarrow which is on the extreme southern edge of the village.

C h u r c h y a r d , V i c a r a g e a n d P a r i s h Hal l

These are al l s i ted adjacent to the church. A car pa rk serv ing the v a r i o u s b u i l d i n g s
has been cons t ruc ted on w h a t used to be glebe land he ld b y the church, b u t since
1978 this type o f l a n d has been u n d e r the cont ro l o f the Diocese o f B lackburn (Glebe
C o m m i t t e e ) .

Ecc les ias t i ca l Mat te rs

The present ecclesiastical parish is bounded on the north by Leyland parish, to the
south it joins on to Charnock Richard parish, Eccleston parish is to the west, w i t h
Chorley parish ly ing to the east. The church current ly operates w i th i n Chor ley
Deanery under the ecclesiastical control o f the Diocese of Blackburn.

A t th is date there is a res ident Vicar , the Reverend Derek Rai t t B.D. A .K .C . , w h o is
assisted i n his du t ies b y a n u m b e r o f lay readers. The re is no curate e m p l o y e d at
th is date . A w i d e va r i e t y o f ac t iv i t ies a n d func t i ons is p e r f o r m e d b y a n d f o r
members o f the congrega t ion and the v i l l age - e.g. M o t h e r s Un ion , G i r l Gu ides a n d
Brown ies , Cho i r , C h u r c h Lads Br igade, Men?s Society, B a d m i n t o n , W o r s h i p w i t h
Mothe r , Sunday School, etc., ete., etc.

The approximate number of persons on the church electoral roll is four hundred at
this date.

A communion service is usual ly held each Wednesday at 10.00 am. Sunday
services are at 8.00 am (Communion), 10.30 am (Matins or Communion) and
3.00 pm (Evensong). Once each montha service is held at 9.15 am (Communion)
for the Sunday School children, Brownies, Guides and Church Lads Brigade and
any parents w h o wish to attend.

Special services are held at di f ferent times o f the year (Easter, Christmas,
Confirmation etc.,) as circumstances dictate.

Christenings are also carried out from time to time, sometimes as part of the
particular service on the day concerned, and also after evensong.
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The vil lage populat ion possess the prescriptive rights to burial in the churchyard.
A Garden o f Remembrance was constructed in 1981 to serve the congregation.

A Procession o f Witness - usually referred to as Walking Day - takes place along the
Ad49 road on the first Sunday in July.

Physical descr ip t ion of the church st ructure

Ex te rna l

The present structure consists of:

fi) N a v e

GD Chancel

(iii) Vestry

(iv) Boiler room plus toilets

EUXTON CHAPEL (Church)

Tolleta [7

and
Heating

L L A

(I) N a v e

The nave - wh ich has a central aisle but no side aisles - measures f i f ty six feet
eleven inches on the north side, and f i f ty seven feet and nine inches on the south
side. The w id th is twenty four feet and three inches at the west end reducing to
twenty three feet f ive inches at the east end.

The walls are of red sandstone rubble roughly coursed. External stiffening
buttresses are affixed to the nor th and south walls, plus a clasping buttress at the
south east corner - n o w almost obliterated by the west wal l of the new vestry where
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t h i s j o i n s t h e n a v e - a n d t w o r e t a i n i n g b u t t r e s s e s a t t h e s o u t h w e s t a n d n o r t h w e s t
c o m e r s .

It is said that the stonework for these buttresses came from the former Euxton
Junction ra i lway station when this was in existence, but i t has not been possible to
prove this.

Pevsner states there are parts o f the structure which are 14th century or earlier and
i f the grey stone w i n d o w frames on the nor th and south sides - there are three
windows on the north side and four on the south side - are carefully examined i t
w i l l be seen that the two westernmost - one on each side - are o f di f ferent
construction to the other windows. These latter windows again appear to be of 14th
century date, see Plate No. 1.

In design the quat re fo i l head to each w i n d o w - s im i la r to a f l o w e r w i t h f o u r peta ls -
t ies in w i t h the t re fo i l o r n a m e n t a t i o n i n the l o w e r w i n d o w sect ion w h i c h is l i ke a
three f o l d leaf.

On the west elevation there is installed a stained glass w i n d o w representing St.
George and the Dragon. This was a gif t of the daughters of James and Elizabeth
Critchley in memory of their parents and was placed in the present position in 1970.
It is inscribed wi th the words ?In memory o f James and Elizabeth Critchley who
worshipped at this church?.

The t w o m i d d l e w i n d o w s o n the sou th s ide are also f i l l ed w i t h sta ined glass. The
easternmost o f the w i n d o w s has the f i gu re o f o u r L o r d a n d the r i c h y o u n g r u l e r
and as the Good Shepherd a n d th is is inscr ibed ?This w i n d o w is erected to the g l o r y
o f God a n d in af fect ionate remembrance o f the late John Dean M a n n i n g Esq., o f
Eux ton , b y his n iece Mrs . Jessie H . P i l k i n g t o n , June 2 n d 1910?. T h e second
decora ted w i n d o w has f igures o f St. John the Bapt is t and St. John the D i v i n e and
bears the insc r i p t i on ?To the g lo ry o f God , and i n m e m o r i a m John Dean M a n n i n g
Esq., o f Eux ton , born Is t December 1823 d ied June 2nd 1909?. M r M a n n i n g was for
m a n y years a c h u r c h w a r d e n and f i gu red i n m a n y aspects o f chu rch a n d schoo l l i fe
d u r i n g the la t te r p a r t o f the n ine teen th century. A l l o ther w i n d o w s are i n p la i n
glass.

On the nor th side can be seen a doorway which is no longer used. Prior to the
erection of the chance] and the second vestry - on the north east side o f the church
and n o w used as a boiler room and toilet facilities - the priest of the day entered the
nave through this doorway.

Below the stained glass w i n d o w on the external west elevation can be found a dated
stone which appears to show the fol lowing information:
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This particular stone has been the subject of much comment and speculation down
the years by various historians and varying comments have been made as to
whether it does represent the date of erection of the church. This matter is dealt
w i th in more detail in the history of the structure.

The present west door of the church is a fair ly recent replacement o f a previous
door and was presented to the church by the relatives of Walter Grime Smith who
died on 30th September 1956. A small plaque to this effect is affixed behind the
door.

On the nor th west corner o f the nave, above the restraining buttress, is a stone
quoin some nineteen inches by twelve inches by eight inches approximately ,
inscribed ?Roger Wa". The remainder of the name appears to have been cut away
and in fact the stone is upside down. Who d id this and for what purpose is not
known.

Immediately over the west door and corbelled out f rom the roof is a bell tower
sitting somewhat awkward ly . The bell - see Plate No. 2 - in the turret which is
tolled each Sunday for the various services, was forged by J. Taylor & Co. of
Loughborough and placed there in the year 1898. It is not known who paid for the
installation. The original bell erected in 1723 and later installed in what is n o w the
church parish hall - but previously the Day School and Sunday School - is n o w in
the care and keeping of the modern Church of England Primary school also sited in
the village.

In the south wall , approximately seventeen feet from the south east corner, is an
alteration in the random rubble stonework which seems to suggest a door opening
was to be formed. These alterations are some seven feet in height and seven feet in
wid th at the base, tapering to one foot at the apex. The internal south wal l of the
nave at this po in t shows a clearly defined and constructed doo rway opening
measuring seven feet six inches in height and four feet in width. When this
occurred; the purpose of the work content; who authorised the action and at what
cost is not known. W h y the probable doorway exit via the outer skin o f this wal l of
the nave was not completed is not apparent.

(il) Chancel
This is twelve feet nine inches f rom west to east and seventeen feet ten inches f rom
north to south. In the east elevation there is a decorated w i n d o w of stained glass
depicting the Tree of Jesse. This w i n d o w was placed in position on 24th March 1900
and wasa g i f t by the Reverend H. W. Bretherton of Croston and other members of
his fami l y in memory o f Mrs. Bretherton o f Runshaw Hal l who d ied in 1897.
There is a brass tablet aff ixed to the inner north wail o f the nave wh ich bears the
inscript ion ?Giving thanks to God and in loving memory of Margaret Bretherton
of Runshaw Hall w h o entered into rest September 3rd 1897, her children caused the
east w i n d o w in this church to be set up?.

(I l l) Ves t r y

This is a modern vestry taking up some of the area prev ious ly occupied b y the
former oi l f i red boi ler house. Work commenced in the year 1985 under the
Commun i t y Work Programme where only the cost of the materials used was met
f rom church funds. Complet ion was achieved in 1990.
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The s t o n e w o r k used was selected w i t h great care i n o rde r to ma tch as near l y as
possib le t h a t o f t he nave. In size the St ruc ture measures sixteen feet t w o inches
nor th to sou th and th i r teen feet f o u r inches east to west. There is an east entrance
to the ves t ry used b y the Vicar . A d o o r leads to the chancel w i t h a w i n d o w i n the
sou th fac ing w a l l l o o k i n g o n to the Garden o f Remembrance a n da sect ion o f the
chu rchya rd .

( iv) Bo i le r room and to l le t fac i l i t ies

In order to provide adequate heating and toilet facilities for the congregation, action
was taken to update the previous oi l f ired system by the installation o f a modern
gas f i red arrangement in lieu. This has been instal led in the previous vestry
together w i t h toilet facilities. The work was carried out in 1988.

C h u r c h - I n t e r n a l a r r a n g e m e n t s

P o i n t s o f e n t r y

Currently there are three points of entry to the church - by the west door as usedb y
the congregation; through the vestry door at the east end and via the present boiler
room cum toilet facilities w i th a west facing door.

The doorway i n the north wall of the nave has not been used for many years as a
point of entry and exit, but was in constant use b y the priest unti l the chancel was
added.

There is one cent ra l passage a p p r o x i m a t e l y f o u r feet w i d e l e a d i n g f r o m the west
door to the chancel and altar, see Plate N o . 3.

O r g a n a n d B o o k S t o r e A r r a n g e m e n t s

There is no record of the date when an organ was erected in the chapel (church) but
when the current replacement organ was installed in the north west corner o f the
nave in 1979, oppor tun i ty was taken to modify the south west corner of the nave to
enable better storage o f hymn books etc., etc.

It is an extension pipe organ made in Wi thnel l w i t h use being made of second
hand pipes but the woodwork was of new material, The overall cost of more than
six thousand pounds was raised in six months f rom current and previous members
of the congregation. In many churches the choir stalls are wi th in the chancel but
there is insuff icient space to do this here, and in consequence five pews on the
north side o f the west end of the nave, adjacent to the organ, are currently allocated
for choir use.

Pews a n d F loor

There are th i r t y three pews - seventeen on the south side o f the central aisle and
sixteen on the nor th side o f this aisle - each pew generally capable of holding six
persons making an approximate f igure for the congregation o f some one hundred
and ninety four. The pews - clearly segmented - are o f oak construction, simple in
design w i t h metal umbrel la holders at the central aisle. A wood block f loor ing
installed in the year 1898 is in situ. The central aisle - on a quarry tile f looring - and
the chancel are current ly carpeted in the matching colour of blue.
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Lec te rn

When proceeding f rom the west door of the nave, on the r ight o f the central aisle
and adjacent to the chancel entry, there is an eagle lectern made in brass w i t h the
word ing inscribed ?A thank offering to God by Mrs Mayhew of Duxbury Park for
mercies received - October 1897?,

Pu ip i t

This is o f the square type made of pitch pine framing enclosing oak panels and is
apparently o f 17th century origin, but this has not been confirmed. It is stated i t was
reconstructed in 1926 and the position slightly altered. At Appendix 19 are details
of a very peculiar occurrence concerning this item of church equipment.

Fon t

It is constructed in oak and consists of a hexagonal base plate w i th a column of
similar design support ing a basin also hexagonal. It stands three feet three inches
from the f loor and is thirteen and a half inches in width. A font cover in similar
timber is in situ. A metal plate encircling the central column carries an inscription
which reads ?In memory o f Miss H. E. Evans a loyal member of this church who
died June 1974 aged 68 years?. The font was designed and bui l t - after approval by
the Diocese of Blackburn - by the Reverend Alber t Wil l iams, w h o was for many
years the vicar of a church in Preston, St. Saviours at Bamber Bridge.

Sedi le and P isc ina

These are recessed into the south wall of the nave adjacent to the chancel and form
a single composit ion of two round headed recesses, each twenty one and a half
inches wide wi th hol low chamfered jambs and heads and moulded labels.

The design is similar to that o f the larger compositions (those w i t h three seats)
which are at Leyland Parish Church, and as that establishment was regarded as the
Mother Church of Euxton, i t was possibly suggested by and copied f rom it.

As at Leyland, the piscina is a double one, but the basins are plain. The recess is
some ten and a half inches deep and twenty eight high, the chamfered ci l l being
three feet six inches above the floor.

It is also stated that the double piscinas came in dur ing the latter hal f o f the 13th
century and extended well into the 14th century. Should this be the case at Euxton,
then the dated stone current ly on the west external elevation of the nave is very
suspect indeed.

A w m b r y

The awmbry - sometimes spelt as ambry - is located on the north wal l of the nave
direct ly facing the piscina and sedile. This was used as a niche for ho ld ing the
sacred vessels, and the original pins to which a securing bar and lock wou ld be
fitted can still be seen in situ.

It is two feet ten inches f rom the floor, and some two feet three inches in w id th ,
one foot three inches in the height of the opening and one foot f ive inches in
depth.
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Credence Table and Al tar Rail

O f s imp le des ign bu t sound cons t ruc t ion i n oak, the credence table a n d al tar ra i l
w i t h knee l i ng p l a t f o r m were p r o v i d e d by the relat ives, and i n m e m o r y o f Florence
Parker L y m e r . A sma l l p l aque f i x e d to the n o r t h w a l l o f the chancel bears the
insc r i p t i on ?To the g l o r y o f God and in m e m o r y of F lorence Parker L y m e r w h o
w o r s h i p p e d in th is church this altar ra i l and th is credence table are dedicated?.

22nd June 1949 A E T A T 73 years.

V e s t r y

The internal f itt ings to this recent addit ion to the church structure werepresented
anonymously by families in memory of their loved ones. One cupboard carries a
plaque endorsed ?In loving memory of Ar thur Stanley Rigby from his family?. A
further plaque is mounted on the west wal l which reads ?This vestry was dedicated
by the Reverend D. Raitt, B.D., A.K.C, Vicar o f Euxton Parish Church, 15 July 1990?.

L i g h t i n g

Light ing is by electricity installed by the Lancashire Electric Power Company in 1935
and consists of six suspended lanterns wi th six wall mounted f lood lights equal ly
divided between the north and south walls of the nave. In addit ion, twos p o t l i g h t s
of fa i r ly recent or ig in are in position, one serving the pu lp i t and the other the
lectern. A fur ther spot l ight i l luminates the organ console. There are t w o
f loodl ights i n the chance] area. The vestry and boi ler room are separately
i l luminated.

Roof t i m b e r s In the nave and Internal wa l ls

Consist o f six bays, w i th f ive open collar beam and kingpost principals,p l a c e d
irrespective o f the w i n d o w openings and carrying two moulded purl ins on each
side, wavy w i n d braces and exposed rafters (note there are six rafters to eachb a y ,
except at the west end where there are seven) the spaces between being plastered.
There is a moulded wal l plate - the internal walls being twelve feet high to this
point - and at each end a wall principal, that at the east end being similar to the
others, but the western one is of plainer design.

The westernmost pr incipal apparently belongs to the 18th century restoration or
rebui lding and is o f pitch pine, but the other four are of oak and date probably f rom
the end o f the 15th or the beginning of the 16th centuries. The wall pieces rest on
stone corbels - but note the later west principal dies out into the wal l at each side at
the level of the wal l plate - except in two places where they come over the w i n d o w
openings, one on the south side over the easternmost w i n d o w and the other on the
north side over the jamb of the second window from the west.

Those observant people watching the vicar as he preaches from the pulp i t , should
have noticed two small strips o f material affixed to the north wall of the nave and
to the chancel wall . These are tell-tale markers fixed in posit ion by the church
architects at the fabric quinquennial review in 1976 and are intended to record the
spread o f the side walls outward, due no doubt to the thrust of the roof. Some
authorities believe this is due to the collars being placed too high.
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At one time in the past, a single stone buttress was bui l t against the external north
wall of the nave immediately east of the doorway. When taken down in 1926 i t
was found to be bui l t against stucco with which apparently the outside wal l was
formerly covered. No details are available when the stucco rendering was applied
nor when it was removed.

The internal north and south walls of the nave are unplastered. The west wall of
the nave and the approach wail to the chancel are ful ly plastered as is the chancel.

Other in terna l mat te rs

A tablet is fixed to the north wall of the nave which states:

A .D , 1 7 5 6
T h i s C o f E u x t o n w a s a u g m é

a n d 1 7 5 8 A .D . l a n d s p u r c h a s e d w i t h
w h e r e o f g i v e n b y

Q u e e n A n n e s B o u n t y £ 2 0 0
B y exe r * o f

W m S t r a t f o r d L L . D .
By o t h e r B e n e f #

The sum of £70 was given to the chapel (church) arising f rom the w i l l of Dr. W m
Stratford who was secretary to Peregrine Gastrell, Vic/Gen, o f Chester. Stratford
had served as secretary to three consecutive Bishops of Chester. W m Stratford
came to Chester on August 8th 1696 when he took a degree at Pembroke Hall on
October 20th 1721 and later returned to Chester.

He died on 7th September 1753 and f rom his concern to help poor ly paid
incumbents his wi l l gave grants to augment the stipend of a number of them in the
diocese. Whether Stratford ever visited the parish and church of Euxton is not
known, or i f he knew the then patron of the church - a man by the name of
Armetr id ing -who figures greatly in the history dealt w i th later in this story.
Nothing is known of the lands referred to in the details quoted.

Church S i l ve r

Up to the year 1989, the fo l lowing represented the items ident i f ied under this
heading:

1 A l t a r Cross (1939) Stolen 17 /12 /1988
2 Vases

2 Candlesticks Stolen 17/12/1988
1 Bookrest (1939) Stolen 17/12/1988
1 A lms Dish (1895) Stolen 17/12/1988
1 Small Wafer Box (1917)
3 Small Patens (1961)
1 Small Chalice
1 Large Paten (1879)

21



1 Large Chalice
1 Large Chalice (1740) given by the Lord of the Manor - Mr Longwerth
1 Large Flagon (1878)
2 Small Cruets (1961)

F o l l o w i n g a b u r g l a r y at the chu rch o n the n igh t o f 17th December 1988 a n u m b e r o f
items were stolen. A c t i o n w a s taken w i t h the insurance company concerned, to t r y
to replace the miss ing i tems and as a resul t rep lacement i tems no t o f the o r i g i na l
pattern were obta ined and taken in to use in December 1990, I tems m a r k e d as sto len
were recovered i n 1992.

R e r e d o s p a n e l l i n g

A plaque is mounted on the south wal l of the chancel which states ?This Reredos
was presented to commemorate the ministry o f the Reverend HJG Beloe, Vicar of
Euxton 1892 - 1919 and who died January 19th 1939?.

This man became the vicar when the church was created a parish church on 6th
September 1892.

P s a l m a n d H y m n n u m b e r h o l d e r s

There is one each aff ixed to the entrance walls o f the chancel and visible to the
congregation. Made of oak, their age and other details are not known but could be
early 18th century.

Vicar?s seat in the chance l

This carries a plaque which reads ?Presented by the Young Men?s Society to the
church in the year 1933?. i t has been provided wi th an embroidered seat cushion
which reads ?Derek Raitt 1965 - 1990? and was a gift to him on his celebration of
twenty five years in the ministry.

O a k H y m n a n d P r a y e r b o o k c a s e s

Aff ixed to the wal l in the south west corner of the nave in 1979 as part of the work
carried out when the organ was reconstituted.

L i t a n y T a b l e

Is a small upr ight table - in oak - normally placed at the east end of the central aisle
when Matins is held. The donor/s; cost and date o f manufacture are not known.

P o r t a b l e L e c t e r n a n d S t a n d

This is usually located in the chancel. Made in oak it has a plaque endorsed wi th
the words ?In memory of Christine Hough 1982.?

Bol ler and Toi le t r oom ( former ly the vestry)

A plaque is affixed to the inner door leading to the chancel wh ich reads ?This
vestry door was erected in memory of Henry and Mary Fairclough also their son
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and d a u g h t e r T h o m a s a n d Al ice. G i ven b y M a r i o n a n d A n n i e d a u g h t e r s o f H e n r y
and M a r y Fa i rc lough.?

Book o f Remembrance and Case

These were presented to the church in 1979 by Lt. Colonel J.R. and Mrs C. Thatcher
when the organ and area were reconstituted and are located in the south west
corner of the nave.

P i a n o

Is positioned adjacent to the lectern and was purchased in 1981 by the church for
use on those occasions when the organ was not being used.

S e a t s

These two seats made in oak are sited adjacent to the altar in the chancel, and are
used by the Lay Reader and Server respectively when assisting the Vicar at the
relevant service. The year of manufacture; who made them; the cost and dono r / s
are not known,

Churchwardens? Sta f fs

Two wooden staffs are affixed to the two easternmost pews - one on the nor th side
of the central aisle and one on the south side of this passage. Each carries a silver
cap - one in the shape of a mitre and the other being shaped as a crown. As i l v e r
collar is attached to each staff immediately below the mounted fixture and each
collar is engraved w i t h the fol lowing details:

On the mi t re (or ecclesiastical staff) ?In memory o f Mery l Watts Lymer died
3.1,1964 warden to Reverend W. Hope from 1949 - 1964, Vice Chairman o f Euxton
P.C.C.?, and on the crown (or civi l staff) ?In memory of Mery l Watts Lymer died
3rd January 1964. Given by his wife Vera.?

These staffs indicate the different responsibilities carried out by the churchwardens
in the past. The staff w i t h the crown attachment represents the author i ty and
duties performed in civi l matters in addit ion to church duties. The staff w i th the
mitre attachment was concerned wi th ecclesiastical matters only.

The office o f churchwarden is one o f the oldest in the Church of England and
became legally recognised as early as the mid thirteenth century. By the sixteenth
century wardens were elected annually at the parish meeting. Once elected the
wardens had two main sets o f duties, first to guard the parochial morals, and
secondly to be trustees o f the church goods. Parochial church councils were not
apparently in existence unt i l 1919 but even so churchwardens stil l have many
responsibilities and much power. For instance, though the freehold of the church
and churchyard are vested in the Vicar (or Rector) the actual possession of both is
in the hands o f the Vicar and wardens jointly.

If a person claims to enter a church for purposes other than attending at or assisting
in worship the Vicar and wardens joint ly can prevent h im or her f rom doing so.
A l l the moveable furn i tu re and ornaments o f the church are in the legal
ownership of the wardens - they must al low the Vicar to use them for services as
required.
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A Sr e g a r d s the recent thef t o f the church silver, i t is the d u t y o f the wardens to t r y to
recover i t and to prosecute the al leged th ie f o r thieves.

Should anyone create a disturbance especially dur ing a service the wardens can
eject the person or persons. They are therefore responsible fo r maintaining good
order during church services, A man wearing a hat during the service can be asked
by the wardens to remove it and i f he does not, they can remove it themselves! It
is a criminal offence at common law for a person to strike another or to be
involved in riotous or indecent behaviour in a church or churchyard and wardens
have the power to arrest the offender/s.

They are responsible for provid ing seats for the congregation and for the collection
and disposal of alms dur ing Ho l y Communion services. The titles of Vicar?s
warden and People?s warden have no official status as both wardens must act
joint ly. These titles probably arose in the past when the incumbent and the
parochial electors could not agree on the wardens to be appointed, and most
probably the incumbent appointed one and the electors the other.

Whenal i v i n g becomes vacant, for whatever cause, the wardens are responsible for
seeing the general pattern o f the main services is continued. They hold the
registers and become the link with the Bishop.

Listed Bu l l d i ngs

The church is shewn in the records maintained by Chorley Borough Council as
Grade TI (star).
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S e c t i o n 2 (b)

T h e H i s t o r y o f the Par ish C h u r c h o f
E u x t o n

| T h e y e a r s 1200 -1700 ?The D a r k Ages?

i i T h e y e a r s 1701 - 1800 ?The Dawn?

i t i T h e y e a r s 1801 - 1892 ? E n l i g h t e n m e n t ?

i v T h e y e a r s 1892 - 1990 ?Fu l f i lmen t?

v A p p e n d i c e s

v i P la tes



Sect ion 2(b)

The History of the Parish Church of Euxton
G e n e r a l

Whenever people visit the church for the first time, the questions usually asked
are:

How old is the church, who buil t it and what has changed down the years?

In order to answer these few questions it must be accepted immediately that the
first two sections of this three part question do not appear to be capable of any form
of documentary proof at all, but the latter portion wi l l be dealt wi th as the fol lowing
historical details unfold.

Almost eight hundred years are outlined, and the categories are by definitive choice
and fail naturally into the l i fe cycle o f the church. Assumptions are made and
detailed in the initial part of the church history, and as the years proceed extensive
documentary proof where available has been quoted for the remaining sub-
sections.

T h e Yea rs 1200 - 1 7 0 0

?The Dark Ages? - 12th, 13th, 14th and 15th centur ies

Reference has already been made to what appears to be a date-stone bui l t into the
west external wal l of the nave, and i f the detail is correct why consider the years
prior to the date so indicated?

In the book wr i t ten by Sir Nicholas Pevsner entitled The Buildings of England
(North Lancs) ?as far as the church is concerned there are parts belonging to the
fourteenth century and possibly of an earlier date.? Similarly in a paper! read by
F.H. Cheetham F.S.A. at a meeting on the 12th March 1925 it is stated that Euxton
was one o f two pre-Reformation chapels belonging to the Church of England. The
other was Heapey. The village name is English which presupposes a settlement
before the arr ival o f the Normans in 1066. And what basis is there for these
assumptions and statements? Assuming them to be correct what documentary
proof exists, however indirect this may be?

In the year 1187 the populat ion o f the village was such that i t was known as
Euceston?. By the year 1292 i t was known as Eukeston? although in this latter
century there were many variations in the name of the village. That there was a

1Historic Society of Lancs. & Cheshire Volume LXXVIII, New Series Volume XLII

2Lancashire Pipe Rolls by W. Farrer

3Record Society o f Lancs . and Cheshire Volume 39- Final Concords
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v i l lage o f suf f ic ient size to w a r r a n t an i d e n t i t y is con f i rmed. See A p p e n d i x 1 tot h e
section,

Edward I b y a grant4 i n the year 1301 to Rober t de Eukeston a n d his heirs, gave
ermission to ho ld a weekly market every Tuesday at his manor in Eukeston in

Lancashire and an annual fair there on St. Barnabas Day (June 11th). In those days
it was the practice to ho ld markets and fairs either in the lands surrounding the
church or in the roads and pathways leading to the church. Robert de Eukeston was
also known as Robert de Hol land and on his death, his daughter Joan inherited the
manor and estates of Buxton which subsequently passed on her marriage to
Wil l iam de Molyneaux son of the Lord of Sefton and who died in 1358.

This latter family retained the manor and estates o f Euxton unt i l 1729 when they
were sold to James Longwor th of Liverpool. It seems that the early fourteenth
century was the first occasion when the Molyneaux fami ly came into possessiono f
an estate in the village.

Clear reference to a priest of Eukeston is contained in a Grant by exchange of land
between Robert, son of Richard the pr ies t of this village, and Richard son o fRobe r t
of Werden on the 24th May 1330/31. In a feoffment® sealed and dated 12th June
1421 between John of Le thum and John Bryn ing chaplains to Sir R i c h a r d
Molyneaux - of the Manor of Sefton and Eukeston - the properties previously held
by John o f Woleton, chaplain unti l his decease - in Sefton, Eukeston and Ellal were
transferred to the first named.

When cons ide ra t ion is g iven therefore to these deta i led references, and to the fact
that the o n l y r e l i g i o n p e r m i t t e d in those days was Roman Catho l i c , i t appears
reasonable to assume that there had to be some form o f church b u i l d i n g in w h i c h
the local p o p u l a t i o n c o u l d congregate for rel ig ious ins t ruc t ion. I t is a poss ib i l i t y the
st ructure c o u l d have been erected b y de Eukeston alias de Ho l land , and w h i c h as
a l ready stated passed to the M o l y n e a u x f a m i l y a n d rema ined w i t h t h e m u p to the
sale o f the m a n o r a n d estate. The M o l y n e a u x fami l y regarded the s t ruc tu re as the i r
o w n p r i v a t e p r o p e r t y t h r o u g h o u t the w h o l e pe r i od f r o m the ear ly 14th u p to the
ear ly 18th century.

It must also be realised that the church was not at that t ime the shape and size i t is
today, and probably measured forty six feet by twenty four feet approximately.
Assuming the structure was in existence, i t could have been used in the 14th
century and later times as a village meeting room or place to hear and be informed
of national and local events.

As regards the position of the date stone as it is fixed today, Baines? states that this
was original ly on the south (external) wall of the nave. Should this be so, was this
moved when the nave was extended in the early 19th century and who authorised

4Recorded in Charter Roll No 95 (30 Edward 1., m6, No 49)

Sabstract taken from Clifton of Lytham documents held at the Lancs. Record Office, Preston. Items 121
and 122 from DDCL

6Abstract taken from Molyneau, Earls of Sefton, Items 47, 48 and 49 from DDM/17

7Baines, History of Lancashire, Volume IV Pages 173, 174 and 176
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the movement to the present pos i t ion and i f so w h y ? Baines records i n his H i s t o r y
of Lancashire t h a t a Dr. K u e r d e n a f f i r m s the chu rch w a s b u i l t b y W i l l i a m d e
M o l y n e a u x and gives the year as 1513 as shewn o n the date stone as hisa u t h o r i t y .
Scrut iny o f a t ransc r ip t i on o f Dr. Kuerden?s d ia ry re la t i ve to his v is i t to the Eux ton
area does no t c o n f i r m Baines? statement. I t is possible that:

1) In the year 1513 de Molyneaux did some form of work on the church structure
especially as he regarded it as his private property, but there is no wr i t ten
evidence o f this.

2 Baines attributed the date stone to the de Molyneaux alive in 1513 rather than
the de Molyneaux who married Joan de Holland in the early fourteenth century
and who could have bui l t the original church.

It is on record that various deeds were made at Euxton by the de Molyneaux family
in 1421 /22 which would seem they resided there and as they were a staunch Roman
Catholic fami ly it is also reasonable to assume they would use what they regarded
as their chapel (church) for worship.

It would seem therefore that the date stone now affixed to the west elevation o f the
church is very suspect indeed as the correct authority for the original date of the
church construction and it is l ikely there was a bui lding there much earlier.

In the years 1348, 1349, 1361 and 1369 the bubonic plague known as the Black Death
swept the country and reduced the population dramatically. It is not evident what
effect this had on the village but could this have been the end o f the market and
fair? There does not appear to be anything on record when the charter ceased to
function.

?The D a r k Ages? - 16 th a n d 17th c e n t u r l e s

Across these two centuries with, ini t ial ly the abolition of the Church o f Rome in
England and replacement by the Church of England - 1535 to 1649 - and secondly the
disowning o f the latter belief followed by the introduction of Presbyterian practices
during the Commonweal th - 1649 to 1660 - this became a traumatic time in the
history of churches including Euxton.

It is not o f concern as to the principals involved dur ing these years, nor their
reasons, but i t should be ful ly understood that the changeover actions did not
happen overnight, and i t was many years before one practice total ly replaced
another. Al though the Church of Rome routines were disbanded by Henry V I I in
1535, rel ig ious services using this long established count rywide belief were
apparently carried out by Roman Catholics in Euxton Chapel (church) as late as
1687, a matter o f some one hundred and fif ty years after Henry VIII 's edicts had
been issued.

The starting point in the early 16th century is the year 1541 when the Diocese of
Chester was formed. Prior to that date, all church structures south of the r iver
Ribble fell w i th in the See o f Lichfield, and this of course would have included
Euxton. In theory, documentation was to be passed between the Diocesan and
County Record Offices, and this practice was intended to cont inue down to the
present day. In fact, not all documentation is capable of being relocated due to
many va l id reasons, and whi lst numerous documents covering the years 1541 to
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1994 cover ing Euxton c h a p e l (church) have been t ransfer red to the Diocesan a n d
County Record Of f ice i n Preston, a quan t i t y is st i l l held in the Diocesan and C o u n t y
Record Of f ice in Chester,

In 1523 James Anderton of Euxton, a devout Catholic and presumably a friend of
the de Molyneaux family, founded a chantry in the chapel (church) of Euxton, for a
priest to pray for the souls of himself and Agnes his wife. Who this priest was is
not stated, and i t must be assumed the chantry continued unt i l the dissolution of
chantties in 1547 under Statute I, Edward VI.

The church was also apparently in use in 1537 for Roman Catholic? worship and
most authori t ies assume the chapel (church) was served f rom Leyland. A
Reverend Thomas Shorrock® is named as Curate or Chaplain at Euxton from 1548
to 1563 and presumably this man was part of the clergy staff at Leyland. The
number o f clergy as recorded on visitation lists for Leyland in 1548, 1554, 1562, 1563,
1565 varies, but wherever Shorrock was based he was not apparently resident in the
village.

It seems therefore that the chapel (church) was only served irregular ly dur ing the
fol lowing years and the next mention is during the year 1610 when it was described
as an early chapel (church) wi thout a curate!®, A Reverend Thurstan Briers and his
curate were the only clergy at Leyland that year.

Wi th the outbreak of the civi l war in 1642 many clergy were ejected from their
livings, but this d id not occur at Euxton as the l iv ing was not occupied. On
November 27th, 1649 it is recorded in the minutes of the Committee for the Relief
of Plundered Ministers, and the Commonwealth Church Survey, that in June 1647
the committee had granted the yearly sum of £40 out of the impropr iate tithes
wi th in the Township o f Euxton, sequestered from James Anderton, delinquent, for
the maintenance of a minister at Buxton chapel such as the committee approve of,
and they now (1649) - Appendix 4a - ordered the said sum to be paid to M r Seath
Bushell, M in i s te r of Euxton aforesaid!! . Bushell went to Preston in 1663
presumably leaving Euxton in that year.

Severe restrictions were placed on those maintaining and support ing the Roman
Catholic faith, and fines were levied on people who failed to attend the Anglican or
the Presbyterian churches during their appropriate periods of authority!2.

During the early period of the Civi l War in the year 1641/42, protestant returns
consisting o f a countrywide collection of adult signatories in favour of uphold ing
the Protestant faith and the rights of Parliament were collected. The years 1643-1645
saw the adoption of ?The Oath o f Abjuration?, ?The National Covenant? and the
?Negative Oath? - Appendix 4. As these edicts were issued by Parliament before

8Duchy of Lancaster Pleadings ii No 113

SVictoria County History, Lancs. Volume VI 3,22

10Hist, Comp. MSS Ref. XIV, App. IV 11

TiRecord Society Lancs. & Cheshire, Volume XXVIII, 81

12Record Society Lancs. & Cheshire, Volume 12, published 1885, pp 173-181

29



Seath Bushell became incumbent of Euxton, whether they were put into practice
when he took up his duties is not known, nor whether the practice was in
opera t ion in his day. What is clear is that on the 28th February 1641 the
Protestation? return to Parl iament for Euxton, shews seventy three names
recording approval and twenty seven names signifying disapproval.

W i t h the depar tu re o f Bushel l to Preston i n 1663, i t seems the chapel (church) was
no t used o r m a i n t a i n e d for more than twen ty years, bu t in the year 1687 three v e r y
s ign i f icant events occur red and these were:

1) A ca tho l i c d i v i n e w h o s e real n a m e was H u g h T o o t e l l w a s c o n f i r m e d a t
E u x t o n b u r g h chapel (church) on the 13th September 1687 by Johne L e y b u r n ,
V icar Apos to l i c o f the L o n d o n Distr ict !3,

2) In the year 1687 a M r Walmsley - w h o was the Vicar of Leyland at that t ime -
delivered a pet i t ion to the then Bishop of Chester (Cartwright) seeking the
restoration of Euxton chapel (church) to the inhabitants ?the key whereof was in
the hands o f - Molyneaux who ailedges that it is his and not theirs and that it
has had no maintenance nor any prayers said in it for twenty years past.?

This pet i t ion appears in fu l l at appendix 5 and by inference i t clearly
demonstrates the Molyneaux family claim to the structure and their use of i t as
a catholic place of worship, notwithstanding the edicts of Henry V I I , Edward VI,
Elizabeth I and Charles II down the intervening years from 1535.

3) In addition, in the year 1687 during the time of James II, it is recorded that the
Vicar Apostol ic, Johne Leyburn when vis i t ing the northern counties to
administer Roman Catholic confirmation in September, confirmed no less than
one thousand one hundred and thir ty eight persons in Euxton chapel (church),
a number only exceeded in Lancashire in Wigan. In Leyland Hundred there
were also confirmations at Eccleston - seven hundred and fif ty five, Wrighton -
four hundred and sixty four and Lostock - eighty six, so those confirmed at
Euxton cannot have been drawn from a very extensive area.

Summing up from the 12th to the end of the 17th century it does appear that

1) There was some form of church structure in the fourteenth century.

2) The Molyneaux fami ly could have obtained possession o f the structure in the
early fourteenth century on marriage.

3) N o t w i t h s t a n d i n g a l l ed ic ts issued f r o m 1535 o n w a r d s , catho l ic o f f i c i a l s a n d
fami l i es appear to have used the chapel (church) u n t i l v e r y late i n the 17th
century.

4) The da te stone o n the west e leva t i on o f the nave as a poss ib le means o f
ident i fy ing the date o f the erection of the structure would seem therefore to be
very suspect indeed.

?Letter dated 26th April 1990, from the Record Office, House of Lords, London. Hearth Tax Returns
1663, Lancs. County Record Office, Bow Lane, Preston. Abstract from the Dictionary of National
Biography, Chorley Reference Library - Volume XY, letters DIA DRA, class 920
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The Years 1701 - 1800 ?The Dawn?

As the history o f the church moved into the 18th century i t was encountering a
series of monarchs who were staunch protestant supporters, W i l l i am and Mary
1689 - 1694, Wi l l iam I l ] 1695 - 1702, Anne 1703 - 1714 followed by George I 1715 - 1727
and various Acts of Parl iament passed by them appear to have greatly affected
churches like Euxton.

I t is s ta ted that the chapel (church) w a s recovered to the Protestant and C h u r c h o f
Eng land fa i th i n 1700, b u t despi te extensive enqu i r ies m a d e w i t h L a m b e t h Palace
L ib rary , t he C h u r c h Commiss ioners , Bi rkbeck Col lege L o n d o n , O x f o r d U n i v e r s i t y ,
the C o u n t y Record Off ices at Chester and Preston, etc., th is s ta tement has no t been
substant iated.

It is also abundantly clear nothing was done by the Bishop o f Chester on and after
1687 to accede to the pet i t ion presented to h im by Walmsley, Vicar of Leyland in
that year. Why was this?

The year 1704 saw the introduct ion of Queen Anne?s Bounty to aid poor ly paid
incumbents, and fol lowing an application by the chapel (church) a sum of £200 was
granted in the year 1756- see the plaque on the north wal l of the nave.

By the year 1717 all papists - Roman Catholics - were required to register, in very
great detail, every item and parcel o f land, every cottage, tenement and church in
their ownership and in the case o f the Molyneaux family the details regarding their
estate were extensive indeed, but there is no mention of them claiming ownership
of the chapel (church) of Euxton. Signif icantly however, they do state in some
detail, the church of Sefton near Liverpool. It appears therefore this fami ly had
surrendered any claim to the chapel (church) structure at Euxton, but whether they
received compensation in some form or other is not known. D id they sell the
structure to James Armetr id ing o f Armetr id ing, Euxton w h o became the official
patron? Was i t as a result of court action? Molyneaux family documents do not
record any form of action.

The years 1723 and 1724 saw action affecting the chapel (church) in a number of
ways:

1) A sum of money valued at £7 15s Od was collected at Euxton chapel (church). A
fur ther sum of £15s 6d was outstanding and remained uncollected!4, The
documents do not make clear who collected the sum or for what purpose. Was
this part of the income of the incumbent or perhaps some form of Easter
offering?

2) On the 12th September, 1724 a Faculty issued for the Bishop o f Chester, by
Peregrine Gastrell, Batchelor o f Laws and the Vicar General, authorised the
provision of internal chapel (church) equipment!5 - Appendix 7.

3) At Appendix 8 can be found details of what appear to be the first ever financial
accounts of the chapel (church) for the year 25th July, 1733. Of particular interest

MLancs. County Record Office, Preston, Archives box DDCM Miscellaneous - Buxton - 1724-1770

ISLCCRO 2908/6/3
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is them e m o r a n d u m note appear ing i n the detai ls w h i c h seems to c o n f i r m the
very b e g i n n i n g o f the C h u r c h o f E n g l a n d serv ices af te r recovery f r o m the
M o l y n e a u x f a m i l y .

4) D u r i n g the years o f the 18th century, certain we l l m o t i v a t e d persons le f t gi f tso f
m o n e y a n d p r o p e r t y to the chapel (church) as acts o f char i t y a n d detai ls o f the
n u m b e r so des ignated , those w h i c h have d i s c o n t i n u e d f o r some cause o r
another, and those sti l l extant can be f o u n d a t A p p e n d i x 26.

5) By an Indenture between the Reverend Thomas Baldwin, Vicar o f Leyland and
others dated the 28th day of September in the 28th year of the reign o f George
the second!6, 1754, the indenture provides a bench-mark of the confirmation in
the actual take-over or recovery of the chapel (church) from the Roman Catholic
predecessors. The information given in the indenture details every pew, seat
and form, the users of such furniture and the fees they paid plus the free seats.
The total sum of £123 18s 0d represented the emoluments presumably of the
curate who was the incumbent - Appendix 9 - under the direction of the Vicar of
Leyland, including presumably the cost o f running the chapel (church).

The indenture authorised the raising of a devout and convenient pulpi t , reading
desk and clerk?s pew and details the precise layout and format o f such pews, seats
and forms, but i t does not specifically quote the shape and size of each item. What
i t does very clearly establish is that in 1724 the structure seems to have been an
empty shell, and the statement by the Bishop of Chester in 1717 where it is said
?that nothing belonged to it? was indeed valid.

On the 10th June, 1753, the Reverend John Heskin who was appointed curate o f
Euxton by the patronage o f John Armetr iding in October 1752 was removed from
his post, but why this was done is not clear - Appendix 6 (vii). Furthermore there is
no mention of this action in the detail in the Bishop?s Act Book at Chester.

It is pertinent to remember that before the year 1752/53, two calendar systems were
in use in England. The civi l or legal year began on March 25th whi le the historical
year began on January ist. Thus the civi l or legal date of 1658, March 24th was the
same day as 1659, March 24th historical. A date in that portion of the year wri t ten
as

M a r c h 24 th , 1659

meant that the lower port ion and figure shewed the historical year and the upper
figure the civi l or legal year.

By an indenture dated August 29th, 1754 between James Arme t r i d i ng o f
Armetr iding wi th in Euxton and others, in the first part, the Governors o f Queen
Anne?s Bounty in the second par t and Richard Clayton, Curate of the curacy of
Euxton, certain messuages or tenements were granted and conveyed to Clayton and
his successors for the perpetual augmentation of the said curacy. What happened
to those items and when? See Appendix 10 to this section.

LOCRO2908/6/14
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Under the ?Test Act o f 25 Charles IJ C.2. (1672/73)? all persons holding office were
required to provide a certificate o f having taken sacraments according to the
Church o f England. Such certificates were to be signed by the minister and
churchwardens at which the sacraments were administered and f i led w i t h the
records of a court o f law. To whom did this apply? The clerk who recorded
attendance at church? It was obviously an important matter.

The year 1767 saw the detailing of records of all papists (Roman Catholics) and their
numbers, and i t is certif ied by John White - presumably a curate at Leyland - that
one hundred and th i r ty four such persons resided in Euxton!7, As this was now
more than two hundred years after the original edicts issued by Henry VII I , i t
clearly indicated the Roman Catholic religion was stil l strongly entrenched in the
village area.

The years fo l l ow ing 1770 disclose a statement wh ich was k n o w n as the
churchwarden?s presentments, and these were apparently required to be made
annually to the Bishop of Chester or his legal representative, as they concerned
their church. In a composite statement for the year 1770, Euxton was included as
part o f Leyland and the presentment reads: ?We have nothing to present save John
Singleton and Alice Woods, Euxton, Elizabeth Bolton of Euxton and Henry Nelson
of Croston for fornication.? This is a classic example of the churchwardens being
responsible for the parish morals.

By the year 1790 Euxton had presumably become of suff icient importance to
produce a separate presentation and for this particular year it reads: ?This is to
certify to the Reverend Maurice Griff i th, Rural Dean o f the Deanery of Leyland, or
his lawful surrogate that our chappell of Euxton and all things belonging are in
Good, Decent and sufficient repair and we have nothing presentable.?

(Signed) Rd Latham
C. Warden

This instance shews the authority vested in the churchwardens for the well being
o f the structure and the contents therein.

Al though instructions had been issued on a number of occasions by a series of
Royal Acts of Parliament, regarding the recording and keeping of parish registers
for births, marriages and burials, those in respect o f Euxton d id not present a
separate identi ty unt i l 1774. Between the years covering the commencement o f the
18th century and 1774, the record of births etc. formed an integral part of Leyland
Parish Church records. A recent publication by the Parish Register Society has dealt
with the baptismal records for Euxton for the years 1734 to 1781 and a copy has been
presented to the Vicar o f Euxton church. Where did the people of Euxton,
part icularly of the Church o f England faith marry and where were they buried
before the latter years of the 18th century?

Unti l the Molyneaux family apparently relinquished control of the chapel (church)
of Euxton at or around the commencement of the 18th century, where did the
people of Euxton go on the occasion of births, marriages and deaths?

17From a book held at the Diocesan and County Record Office, Chester, entitled Papists within the
Diocese of Chester.
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Assuming the detai l is correct that James Armet r id ing of Armet r id ing w i th i n
Euxton became the undoubted patron to the l iv ing o f the chapel (church) in the
early 18th century, what land was taken over by him concurrently wi th the chapel
(church)? The section of the combined history dealing wi th the churchyard w i l l
shew that purchases of land for this specific purpose took place long after
Armetr id ing became patron o f the chapel (church). It has not been possible to
establish any form of proof of the land area acquired in the beginning o f the 18th
century.

In addit ion it is stated services were performed in the chapel (church) in 1705 but i f
this was so, who was the officiating incumbent and i f seats, forms and pews were
not in place unti l 1724 and later, d id the congregation stand?

One intr iguing action seems to have taken place dur ing the incumbency o f the
Reverend John Lowe at Euxton - 1795/1799 - when according to details contained in
the Charity Commissioners report for the year 1900 - this incumbent had given pew
number twenty nine in the chapel (church) o f Euxton for the use of the
schoolmaster o f Euxton ?Endowed School?. When was this practice discontinued
and by whom and how?

A m i d the grea t we l t e r o f con f l i c t i ng , con fus ing a n d unsubs tan t ia ted statements
cu l led f r o m of f i c ia l records i n d ivers places, w h a t can be summar ised and stated
w i t h some cer ta in ty is:

1) By some means the Church o f England authorities ?acquired? the sole use o f
the chapel (church) structure early in the 18th century, and by the end of this
part icular century was f i rm ly in control of all services and matters relating
there to. Armetr id ing left no doubt that he was the undoubted patron f rom
this t ime onwards.

2) A regular succession of incumbents were in post from 1728 to 1800.

3 There had been instituted by the middle to the end of the 18th century, a
regular visitation routine as operated throughout the Chester Diocese by the
Bishop?s representative.

4) Churchwardens were regularly in post.

5) The chapel (church) was presumably maintained to a sufficient standard to
enable regular services - summer and winter - to be performed.

6) Action to al low burials to take place had been put into operation towards the
end o f the 18th century, but apparently without official authority.

7) On the national scene the secularisation o f the fabric of eighteenth century
Britain was the long slow decline in the importance o f the church.

The church was always seen as the bastion of the established social order.
Much of the history o f the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries in Britain
was taken up wi th attempts on the part of the state to enforce religious
conformity as a safeguard against social collapse.



The first breach occurred in 1689 when the Toleration Ac t permitted some
groups of dissenters to worship in their own churches. This had an
unexpected consequence. Other people began staying away f rom church.

The Tolerat ion Act d id not extend to Roman Catholics and in theory
although not always in practice, they were subject to considerable legal and
political disabilities. An Act of 1778 was passed freeing Catholic priests from
l iabi l i ty to imprisonment and al lowing Catholics to buy and inheri t land.
This Act was very unpopular throughout Britain. Proposals to extend i t to
Scotland led to riots and in June 1780 to one of the worst outbreaks of mob
violence in English history, the Gordon riots.

By an Act of 1791 Catholics were given complete freedom of worship and
education and this was extended to Scotland in 1793. From this time
onwards those Roman Catholic chapels already in existence which had been
allowed to continue by indifference or connivance o f neighbours could be
openly recognised and new ones built.

The Church o f England was preoccupied wi th tithes, the scramble for
preferment and the disrepute that the wretched poverty of so many livings
brought to the unfortunate clergymen who had to officiate in them. Esteem
of the established church as a whole sank to a low ebb in the first half of the
eighteenth century just when Euxton Chapel (Church) had been recovered to
the Church of England.

This was matched by the decline nationally in church building. i n 1711 an
Act was passed by parliament which levied a duty on coal to bui ld new
churches particularly around London. The decline in attendance at churches
o f the Church o f England fai th seems to have continued w i thou t
interruption unti l about 1830. In 1818 the Church Building commission was
formed and funded by £1 mill ion.

The Church of England remained throughout the eighteenth century the
guardian of tradit ional social values and attitudes more especially those
which served to perpetuate the political and social dominance of the landed
gentry.

Toleration brought by the Act of 1689 was only grudgingly granted and the
last serious riots in England against dissenters took place in Birmingham in
1791 when the Unitarians were singled out by the mob for its attentions
because of their radical views. It was long after 1830 before the thinly veiled
hosti l i ty between Anglicans and dissenters showed any sign of abating.



THE YEARS 1801 - 1892

?ENLIGHTENMENT?

When Henry Brierley took up his post as Assistant Curate of Euxton on September
2ist 1800, he could have had litt le idea at that time of the very considerable number
of events which wou ld affect both the country as a whole and the church in

part icular. The coming years were to see:

1) The Industrial Revolution replacing the mainly pastoral life which had been
in force d o w n the centur ies u n t i l the m i d d l e and la t ter parts o f the 19th
century .

2) Replacement o f many parish activities by Borough and County Counci l
actions mainly at the end of the 19th century.

3) As regards the church, the years of this particular century would shew:

a) The a l te ra t ion o f the prev ious shape o f the church, east a n d west , bo th
in te rna l l y and external ly .

b) P r o v i s i o n and tak i ng i n t o use a fo rma l area o f l a n d to be used as a
churchyard .

© Introduction of the longest serving incumbent to the chapel (church) to
date and the only such person of this calling to be buried in what is now
regarded as the total area of the churchyard.

a) Erection o f the first vicarage to serve the chapel (church).

e) Legal action which created the structure as the Parish Church of Euxton.

The start ing point in considering the 19th century must be the question of
uat ion. Most people today are aware of the Census of Population and i t is

relevant to note that the formal introduction of this system took place in the year
1841, although commencing in the year 1801 and continuing through the years
1811, 1821, and 1831 a crude form of population census was carried out by the
incumbents of parish churches and others, but these details are sparse indeed.

The records give the fol lowing details regarding the township of Euxton :

Population

831
1581
1562
1631
1491
1182
1147

The railway system, affecting the north and south ends of the village, came into
being around the middle of the 19th century and it seems to be significant that the
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vil lage popu la t i on ove r the years 1851 to 1881 decl ined b y almost 30% a n d i t does
seem to suggest that people m o v e d in to towns in the vanguard o f the rap id changes
arising f r o m the i n d u s t r i a l revo lu t ion . I t has not been possib le to ascertain w h a t
effect i f any th is reduc t i on i n the popu la t i on had o n church act iv i t ies, f inances etc
etc.

Henry Brierley served at Euxton chapel (church) as Assistant Curate unti l the year
1837. On 8th January 1838 on to centre stage of the chapel (church) history strode a
man who was to have a profound and very considerable effect on the church and
all other areas etc. His name was John Will iams and he served Euxton for some
fifty-four years, and on his death in 1892 he was buried in the churchyard where
today his monument lies behind the left hand hedge of the driveway leading from
the lych gate to the church.

A m a n b y the n a m e o f Hew i t son , w r i t i n g u n d e r the p s e u d o n y m o f ?Atticus?
encoun te red W i l l i a m s i n 1872 a n d the fo l low ing?® d e s c r i p t i o n o f h i m is
i l l u m i n a t i n g indeed. ?The Reverend John W i l l i a m s is Min is te r . H e has been at
the place th i r t y - fou r years. H is income is about £200 per annum. M r Wi l l i ams is a
digni f ied, neat ly bu i l t , even ly propor t ioned, aristocratic l ook ing gentleman; appears
to be about s i x t y years o f age; has a wel l set head, u p o n w h i c h there is a g o o d
cover ing o f s i l ve ry -wh i te hair; has a tastefu l ly pol ished contour , and is w e l l made
up i n his detai ls; has a good deal o f dash and courage in h im; used to be so lemn ly
cantankerous and se l f -w i l led , considered that the rate-payers shou ld l o o k u p o n
h im as the ?FADLADEEN? o f the vi l lage, and that al l the peop le shou ld say ?amen?;
is a scholar, and, i f you can keep o f f his coattails, a gent lemanly, courteous, sincerely
pleasant man; s tud ied at Dub l in , and was a pr izeman at the Un ive rs i t y there; has
never been the m in i s t e r of any o ther chu rch than that w i t h w h i c h he is n o w
connected, and w i l l p robab ly remain w i t h his ?first love? to the last?. These la t ter
words were prophet ic indeed.

Baines in his History of Lancashire, Volume IV, states the chapel (church) was
enlarged in 1829, but in the details obtained from Lambeth Palace Library, these
refer to actions affecting the structure in 1830 and 1837.

In the f irst instance an application was submitted to the Society fo r Bui ld ing
Churches and Chapels - later to be known as the Incorporated Church Bui ld ing
Society- by:

W. Chester - Bishop of Chester

James Armetr id ing - Patron

R. J. Procter - Incumbent

18Country Churches and Chapels by ?Atticus?. Chorley Reference Library, Section J, Book No. 3781,
produced in 1872
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and the purpose of the action was twofold :-

i ) To feng then the chapel (church) by ten feet three inches at the western end
an

i i ) To add a gal lery at the western end o f the chapel (church). The gal lery was to
be f ive yards in depth. See A p p e n d i x 12.

Ina letter written in the year 1830 to the Society for Building Churches and Chapels,
the incumbent of Euxton clarified the number of additional sittings planned. There
were to be one hundred and twenty nine additional free seats, made up of thirty-six
on the ground floor, sixty-three in the gallery and thir ty for children in the aisle.

Population of the township of Euxton in 1821 was given in the details by the
incumbent as 1360 and of the parish as a whole this was stated to be 12,959 but this
latter figure is highly suspect, - Appendix 12 (i & ii). The ?provision? in the church
room (chapel) in 1830 was 174 and in the parish 2217. It would seem that as Euxton
was under the umbrella of Leyland, these parish details presumably refer to that
area as well but it has not been possible to clarify this assumption. There were no
?free seats? at Euxton however, prior to the action now contemplated.

The overall cost of the enlargement to the chapel (church) was given as £257 10s 0d
of which £110 0s 0d had been raised by soliciting subscriptions from every person at
ail interested in or connected wi th the township. It was quite clear no further sums
could be raised by local action as much of the property in the township belonged to
Roman Catholic proprietors and the inhabitants were tenants at ?rack rent?. I t is
also interesting that although the submission was signed by Procter as Incumbent,
the actual incumbent o f Euxton chapel (church) at that time was Henry Brierley, but
it seems he was known as the Assistant Curate.

The outl ine drawings reveal the existence of a vestry immediately outside the
existing north door to the church, and it is clear that the incumbent used the
doorway as the point of entry to the nave. Presumably the gallery was a wooden
structure, but details confirming this are not available. Entrance to the gallery at

g r o u n d level was on the south elevation of the nave, immediately east of the
existing buttress at the south-west corner, via a doorway, thence bya fl ight of ten
steps wi th a further three to the gallery area. A short central aisle separated four
pews on the south side from five pews on the north side.

A t that date the pu lp i t was placed in the nave, immediately east of the nor th
doorway entrance, and was approached by five steps. West of the north doorway
shewed the font (stone) - which is now located in the Garden of Remembrance - in
position. A clerk?s table was sited near to the pulpit. On the north wall of the nave,
east of the north doorway, were four box pews wi th ind iv idual entrances. A
similar arrangement was on the south wall of the nave. The altar table was
positioned immediately in front of the east wall of the nave. Six forms placed in
the centre o f the nave faced on to the altar table. Eleven benches or forms were
laced west o f the north doorway on the north side of the central aisle. Thirteen

and a half forms or benches were in place on the southern side of the central aisle.
Three of these were occupied by singers or officers.

It is not on record who carried out the work; what the total cost was; h o w long i t
took and what interrupt ion i f any, occurred in church services or activities. No
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details are g iven o r are avai lable o f the m e t h o d / s o f heat ing and i l l u m i n a t i n g the
c h a p e l (church).

?The drawings available at this date were originally provided under the authority of
James Bennett,Surveyor ,

Ment ion wasm a d e p r e v i o u s l y o f c i v i l du t ies per fo rmed b y chu rchwarden , and
using certain selected years between 1823 and 1869, a representat ive sample o f the
Poor Rate levied b y and th rough them, and the expendi ture incur red shews :

Poor Other Expendi ture Remarks
R a t e Receipts

levy
e s d e s a t s a

10 23/2 5 2 ge Not shewn Rate l e v i e d at 1 ' / 2 d i n the £.
*Hearse money

7 6 / 4 N i l 49 18 10 N i l
1 1 0 N i l 5 9 4 Rate a t 21/2d i n the £

2 2 4 3'/2 Churchwardens s a l a r y
9 alfz 26 4 5 Rate not s ta ted

The accounts were presented to the parish at a vestry meet ing by the churchwarden
concerned, and this presumab ly took place at Leyland, when all the churches under
that deanery - Wh i t t l e - l e -Woods , Euxton, Hogh ton , Heapey and L e y l a n d met to
consider the past year and to set a rate for the fo r thcoming year. It w a s also the
practice at the vestry meeting to elect a constable for the par ish, p lus an overseer o f
the roads, and an overseer o f the poor.

It is not without interest in that apart from the churchwarden?s salary, a vestry clerk
was paid a salary, the vicar was paid a small sum for copying the registers, and
expenses in levying a rate were also included.

Some o f the churchwardens in post through these years were :

N a m e N a m e

W. Hunter Wi l l iam Farnworth

J. C lay ton John Jackman

J. A s h w o r t h Samuel Mason

1827/31 R. Dickinson John Anton.

Additionally, at the vestry meeting, charges were levied on the inhabitants of the
township towards the cost of maintaining the parish chapel (church) although, as
has been demonstrated, all residents were not necessarily of the Anglican faith. As
such this aspect of the levied charge caused considerable resentment to those of the
Non-Conformist and Roman Catholic religions.

In the year 1832, the Commiss ioners o f the Ecclesiastical Revenues C o m m i s s i o n
Office, London , issued to the incumben t at Eux ton a p r o - f o r m a statement seeking
extensive detai ls o f the income ar is ing for and on behalf o f the person so n a m e d

and this was d u l y completed by the Reverend Robert Procter and submi t ted b yh i g



on the 15th November in the same year - Appendix 14 (i - iv). It is to be
remembered that the Reverend Henry Brierley was the incumbent serving the

parish and church o f Euxton as assistant curate to Procter and Brierley?s stipend on
g up his duties in 1800 was £50 0s Od per annum. This left a considerable sum

to be paid to Procter who held the l iv ing as a form of plurality.

Attention has previouslyb e e n drawn to the question of heating and l ight ing in the
chapel (church) at those periods in time, especially in the winter months, and Item

42 of this appendix shews the system in operation obviously designed to over come
or mitigate the problem.

Items 13 a n d 14 are also interest ing i n that a parsonage house -r e f e r r e d to in the
appendix as a ?Glebe? house - had not yet been erected in 1832 and Brier ley is shewn
as rent ing a house. Where this was, whe the r Br ier ley was marr ied , and h o w long
he resided i n the rented accommodat ion is not known , bu t i t was presumab ly u p to
the date when he was succeeded in 1838 by the Reverend John Wi l l i ams.

The year 1836 saw the introduction of two cognate acts by Parliament regulating
marriages and registration, and these were of basic fundamental importance to the
activities of the chapel (church). Details of these changes are shewn at Appendix 15
G & ii).

The year 1837 saw further fundamental alterations to the chapel?s (church)
structure and fabric, and the application when made to the Incorporated Church
Building Sodety, London and dated May 1837 was signed by the following persons :

W. Chester - Ordinary (Bishop of Chester).
Gardner Baldwin - Patron
Vicar of Leyland
R Procter - Incumbent

together with an endorsement which stated ?by the authority of John Will iams,
Curate?. There are two aspects to the presentation which create some doubt - in the
case of Baldwin he was not the legal patron as this authority remained in the hands
of the Armetr id ing descendants unti l 1910, and Williams must have been in the
area in 1837 prior to officially becoming the incumbent in the fol lowing year. The
application sought an ?Increase of accommodation by the erection of a chancel and
removal of pulpit to the top of the chapel (church) and also the vestry also with
other repairs?. The application furthermore stated ?the present position of the
pulpit and desk cause great waste as they then stood, and were very inconvenient
together with other internal repairs?.

Williams gives the chapel (church) dimensions as fifty-four feet long, twenty-three
and a half feet wide and fifteen feet high with a cupola and a west gallery.

The population of the township of Euxton in 1831 was 1581 and by the year 1837 i t
had risen to 1873.

The total number o f sittings in the chapel (church) when the alterations had been
completed, and allowing eighteen inches by thirty inches to each, would be three
hundred and forty-six to three hundred and fifty.

The outline drawing - Appendix 16 (i - iii) shews the then vestry removed and
replaced at the north east corner of the chapel (church) by a new rectangular



structurew i t h an entrance into the proposed new chancel. It also shews thep u l p i t
laced in the middle of the floor. A central Passage in the chancel led to the altar

table, wi th four forms or benches each side of this passageway to presumably
accommodate the choir singers, A l l other box pews, benches and forms were to be
rearranged around a central aisle f rom the west door of the nave leading past the
central pu lp i t to the altar, Presumably to be used at communion services. A
?churching? pew had been placed in the entrance to the north doorway.

A c c o r d i n g to W i l l i a m s , the expense of the necessary works was estimated at
£98 0s Od divided into sums of £45 0s Od to cover increased accommodation charges
and £53 Os Od as repair charges. These are extraordinary estimates of cost indeed. A
sum of £58 Os Od was raised towards the overall charges.

It wass ta ted the work was to be completed with in one month, dur ing which time
divine service w o u l d not be interrupted. These are again some extraordinary
statements, and there is no evidence available to provide documentary proof?

On the question of costs and sums raised in aid, the Vicar of Leyland, the Reverend
Gardner Baldwin, M.A., on the occasion of the celebration of twenty years of his
incumbency there in 1845, issued a paper - Appendix 17 - which throws further
light on the comments made by Will iams. The dates quoted by Baldwin are not in
line with those provided by Lambeth Palace Library, London, but the main thrust is
abundantly clear and goes some way towards clearing the comments previously
made by Will iams.

P u b l i c a t i o n o f B a n n s a n d S o l e m n i z a t i o n o f M a r r i a g e s

In a pet i t ion by the Frith fami ly - successors through descent f rom James
Armetriding, the original patron of the chapel (church), from the beginning of the
18th century - to the Bishop of Chester, and dated ?the fourth day of February in the
ear of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and thirty-eight? permission was

sought under licence and seal by the Bishop in pursuance and conformity to the Act
of Parliament made and passed in the sixth and seventh years of the reign of the
Jate King Wil l iam IV? to permit banns of marriage to be published and marriages
solemnized for the inhabitants o f the township of Euxton - Appendix 18. This
application!? was duly approved by the Bishop of Chester in 1840.

?Non-Age?

What appears today to be a curious practice was the use of a routine, whereby in the
year 1848 the incumbent was paid a ninth part of the value of the movables of the
estate of a person of the parish on their death in the parish. Whether this affected
all persons in the parish, irrespective o f their religion, or i f it only concerned
members of the Euxton chapel (church) is not known. It is also not known when
this practice, or the method adopted to bring about cancellation occurred.

Discovery of Sti l ! in Euxton chapel (church)

In the issue o f the Preston Guardian dated 14th January 1854, a story appeared
relating to this matter. The details gathered by the reporter are set out as originally

19 Document in the Lanes. County Record Office, Preston, reference number PR 3152/1.
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r i n ted ~ Append i x 19. At that time the incumbent was of course the Reverend
John Williams, but i t has not been possible to trace any subsequent action.

suspension of the Incumbent

In the year 1877 the incumbent, the Reverend John Will iams B.A., was suspended
from his duties. The suspension lasted for a period of two years unti l 1879 and the
whole of the details are set out in Appendix 20. It d id not seem to affect Will iams
as he returned to his duties and apparently carried them out successfully unt i l his
death in 1892. Wil l iams seems to have remained a bachelor all his life. Dur ing the
suspension periods his duties were carried out by a deputy appointed by the Bishop
of Manchester, Will iams residing in the Lancaster area.

w o o d B l o c k F l o o r i n g in the Chape l ( C h u r c h ) & N o t i c e to T rea t .

During the last years o f the incumbency of the Reverend John Wil l iams two
actions arose dealing with:

a) The f ix ing o f w o o d block f loo r ing to the nave in 1885.

b) London and North Western Railway Co., - North Union - widening (Euxton
to Standish) in 1888.

In the matter of the flooring, comprehensive details are shewn at Appendix 22, and
it must be assumed the blocks were fixed and are still in situ in the year 1990. If so,
the words used by the contractor in the penultimate paragraph of his quotation are
valid indeed.

The second named i tem is more perp lex ing in that the detai led d r a w i n g p rov ided
by the London and N o r t h Western Rai lway Co., - Append ix 23- clearly shewed the
land behind the exist ing Bay Horse Hote l as belonging to or being under the cont ro l
of the Reverend John W i l l i a m s , but noth ing is k n o w n o f th is at the Diocese o f
Blackburn, nei ther is any th ing k n o w n as to w h a t subsequent action t ransp i red.
Whether W i l l i a m s had purchased the land du r i ng his incumbency as a pr i va te
venture is no t k n o w n , but i t may be a reasonable assumpt ion. I t clearly ident i f ies
the location o f the f i rst r a i l w a y stat ion as being immed ia te ly beh ind the Bay Horse
Hotel, before i ts remova l to Balshaw Lane and the subsequent d i s m a n t l i n g under
the ?Beeching Plan?.

Property belonging to the Church l iving

Compiled in the year 1879, details are outlined at Appendix 21 and they shew the
existence of a parsonage house.

Creation of Dist r ic t Chapelry

In the London Gazette issue dated Tuesday, September 6th 1892, it is recorded that :

? a t t h e C o u r t o f Q u e e n V i c t o r i a a t O s b o r n e H o u s e , I s l e o f
W i g h t , o n t h e 2 5 t h d a y o f A u g u s t 1 8 9 2 , t h e E c c l e s i a s t i c a l
C o m m i s s i o n e r s f o r E n g l a n d i n p u r s u a n c e o f t h e A c t o f t h e
F i f t y n i n t h y e a r o f H i s M a j e s t y K i n g G e o r g e t h e T h i r d l a i d
a r e p r e s e n t a t i o n a s t o t h e a s s i g n m e n t o f a d i s t r i c t
c h a p e l r y t o t h e c o n s e c r a t e d c h u r c h s i t u a t e a t E u x t o n i n t h e
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p a r i s h o f L e y l a n d , I t w a s e x p e d i e n t t h a t b a n n s o f
m a t r i m o n y s h o u l d b e p u b l i s h e d , a n d t h a t m a r r i a g e s ,
p a p t i s m s , C c h u r c h i n g s a n d b u r i a l s s h o u l d b e s o l e m n i z e d o r

e r f o r m e d a t t h e s a i d c h u r c h s i t u a t e i n E u x t o n a f o r e s a i d
a n d t o b e k n o w n as ?The D i s t r i c t C h a p e l r y o f E u x t o n ? ? .

T h i sr e p r e s e n t a t i o n was approved by Queen Vic to r ia w i t h the ef fect ive date as
l i s h e d in the L o n d o n Gazette, w h i c h means the f i rst centenary as a par i sh

church w i l l be on 6th September 1992. Euxton chapel had therefore become Eux ton
Parish C h u r c h w i t h al l the a t tendan t respons ib i l i t ies and dut ies w h i c h s temmed
from this off ic ial act ion - A p p e n d i x 24 (i) & (ii).

S u m m a r y 1801 - 1 8 9 2

The century which had now almost passed by saw the township, parish and chapel
(church) in a series of actions and events which can with a reasonable degree of
safety be described as a period of ?enlightenment?. The century saw:

a) The consol idat ion o f services b y a regular succession o f incumbents.

b) A regular rou t ine of wedd ings , bur ia ls , christenings and churchings.

© An incumbent l iving in close proximity to the chapel (church) with constant
availability to residents of the township.

d) Physicai changes in the external and internal arrangements of the church,

e) Creation of premises suitable for educating the increasing numbers of young
persons.

f) An upgrading in the status of the chapel (church) in that i t had become an
establishment of district authority in its own right in all ecclesiastical matters
instead of being a chapel of ease to Leyland.

g A regular system of visitation by the Archdeacon o f Chester a n d / o r
Manchester or his representative.

THE Y E A R S 1 8 9 2 - 1990

?FULFILMENT?

End of t he 19 th a n d b e g i n n i n g o f t h e 20 th c e n t u r i e s

As the church and congregation moved towards the threshold of the twentieth
century, i t is doubtful whether they could have envisaged the changes in life and
lifestyles which the passing years would bring - the impact of two wor ld wars; the
rapid change in industr ia l l i fe through constantly increased technology; the
tremendous movement of people from the land to towns and cities; the great
increase in l iv ing standards; increase in longevity of the human species and the

29Church Commissioners, Millbank, London SWIP 3]Z.



r a p i d increase in t ravel modes w h i c h foreshor tened areas o f th is coun t r y and o ther
p a r t s o f the wo r l d .

C o n s e c r a t i o n / D e d i c a t i o n o f t h e c h u r c h - 1894

The man appointed as the first vicar/priest of the church in 1892 was the Reverend
IG Beloe and he seems to have been a person w h o w a s p a r t i c u l a r l y keen to

ident i fy problems and p r o v i d e solut ions thereto. On February 6th 1894, h e w r o t e to
the Diocesan Regis t ry , Chester , a l t hough Manchester Diocese was in ope ra t i on ,
seeking documentary p r o o f that Euxton church had been dedicated or consecrated.
Why he carr ied o u t this action is not known , and when he received the r e p l y f r o m
Chester as ind i ca ted at A p p e n d i x 25 (i) he mus t have been grea t l y concerned
especially as the s t ruc tu re h a d b y then been under the con t ro l o f the C h u r c h o f

E n g l a n d for almost the prev ious t w o hundred years.

The matter came to l ight in 1988 dur ing this research, and was referred to the
former Registrar of the Diocese of Blackburn. In the reply as shewn at Appendix 25
(ii) the Registrar infers that result ing from work apparently carried out on the
chapel (church) in the early 18th century, some dedication would have taken place
at that time, but he offers no conclusive documentary proof.

Such conclusive documentary proof not being established, the very clear inference
is that the structure has never been officially consecrated or dedicated. Whether
subsequent incumbents were aware o f the problem is not apparent, but nothing has
been done in the last hundred years to deal wi th the matter. There does not appear
to be evidence of any positive action taken by Beloe arising from the information
from Chester.

Alterat ions - var ious to the Church structure

By a faculty granted to the Reverend Henry John Greswell Beloe, and Percival
Sumner Mayhew, churchwarden, on the 27th day of July 1894 the fol lowing actions
were authorised :

1) To remove present roof of the church and replace same with a new roof.

2) To take down the west gallery and place sittings in the space formerly
beneath same.

3) To take up the present floor of the nave and relay same with tiles.

4) To remove present sit t ings in the nave and replace same wi th open
benches.

5) T o remove the present glass in the n e w and o ld w i n d o w s th roughou t the
church, and replace same w i t h cathedral glass.

6) To repair the walls of the church.

7 To rearrange the present heating apparatus according to plans submitted
and particulars of the said improvements now deposited in the publ ic
Episcopal Registry at Manchester.



T h e detai led d r a w i n g , p repared b y the architects Paley and A u s t i n o f Lancaster,
shews the fo l l ow ing signi f icant actions :

a) The doorway on the south elevation of the nave leading to the gallery and
adjacent w indow was to be removed and buil t up.

b) The vestry in the north east corner was enlarged and a new doorway in the
west wal l of this area was to be constructed.

© A s t o v e was to be p rov ided to heat the vestry.

d) A boi ler house on the south-east corner o f the church was inc luded.

e) The pu lp i t was to be removed from its existing position and placed in the
position i t is in today.

f) The chancel rails are shewn in situ as now.

g) The benches formerly sited in the chancel, presumably for use by the choir
were to be removed presumably to their present location.

h) Nothing is indicated on the drawing of the position of the organ and organ
pipes, but presumably one was installed in this position as per the pre 1979
era.

How much was performed of this major task is not known, but the Bishop of
Manchester issueda licence to Beloe dated 8th June 1894 which authorised services,
publication of banns and solemnization of marriages whilst the church was under
repair. These actions were carried out in the school buildings.

H o w long i t took; w h a t the cost was; w h o paid for the w o r k and w h o per formed the
work does no t appear to be on record. Tha t most o f i t was done is sel f -evident,
except the w o r k concerned w i t h the roof. That was a major p r o b l e m some th i r t y
years later i n 1926 and w i l l be dealt w i t h in due course.

A faculty to install a stained glass window (Jesse window) in the chancel was
submitted by Beloe and his two churchwardens - Henry Dickinson and James
Critchley - and was approved by the Bishop of Manchester on the 12th December
1999. The window was installed in the position as it is today in the year 1900.

Purchase o f i a n d f r o m Chape l B r o o k to S c h o o ! L a n e

By a conveyance dated 4th November 1899 between Kathleen Mary Crosse and
others and the Reverend HJG Beloe and others, the land from Chapel Brook and
proceeding in a northerly direction behind the church and the vicarage and
touching on to School Lane and Wigan Road was purchased for the sum of three
hundred pounds. In area this land totalled four acres, one rod and two perches and
was the only glebe land ever to be in the possession of the church authorities.

From this original purchase, one area has been used to extend the churchyard from
the original size, and one other area of .729 hectares has been sold to Wi l l iam
Marsden, builder and o f the village of Euxton, on which substantial properties as
residences are currently being erected. No price is available for this latter
transaction.
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A n o t h e r a rea s u b s e q u e n t l y t a k e n f r o m the o r i g i n a l l a n d p u r c h a s e d d u r i n g the l as t
t w e n t y years is n o w i n use as t h e c h u r c h car p a r k .

The remaining area comprising that piece from Chapel Brook to the south wall of
the churchyard is stil l regarded as glebe land, and is now under the control of
Blackburn Diocese via the Endowments and Glebe Measures Act of 1978.

t h e ancient Crosses of Lancashire - Euxton

The repor t } states that the pedestal of a stone cross was stil l to be seen in 1899 a
l i t le to the south of Euxton church, on the old ?Roman Road? f rom Preston
through Standish and Wigan.

The si te is t w o m i l e s n o r t h w e s t b y w e s t f r o m St. L a u r e n c e C h u r c h , C h o r l e y . T h e
cross i t s e l f h a d been b r o k e n o f f f l u s h w i t h t h e top o f the p e d e s t a l , t h u s l e a v i n g n o
hole f o r the u s u a l ?holy water? . T h e pedes ta l m e a s u r e d t w o fee t across the base a n d
was e i g h t e e n inches h i g h . T h e cross m a y h a v e been p laced i n p o s i t i o n a t the t o p o f
the steep h i l l as the last r e s t i n g p l a c e f o r f u n e r a l p rocess ions b e f o r e r e a c h i n g E u x t o n
C h u r c h .

It is not known when the pedestal disappeared from the position indicated, but
there is something akin to this ly ing in the grounds of Houghton House Farm,
School Lane, Euxton. According to a prominent local family by the name of Kevill,
they state a relative o f a previous generation of their family moved the pedestal to
the present position. There is no documentary proof of this action.

Grant of Land - Queen Anne's Bounty

On A u g u s t 3 r d 1904, the Reverend HJG Beloe a n d others g ran ted the land
p u r c h a s e d f r o m Kath leen M a r y Crosse and others in 1899 to the Governors o f

Queen Anne?s Bounty. I n re turn , the Governors agreed to the augmenta t ion o f
maintenance i n the sum of one hundred and eighty pounds to ?the incumben t o f
the benefice o f the vicarage or perpetua l curacy o f Eux ton in the Coun t y o f
Lancaster and Diocese o f Manchester?.

?The map attached to the grant shews quite clearly the demarcation line o f this glebe
land and the adjoining land on the south side passing along the centre line of
Chapel Brook, thence across on to the southern bank o f this brook for a short
distance. Whether this is still the position in the year 1990 is not at all clear.

Transfer of Patronage.

Reference has already been made in the section entitled ?The Dawn? - 1701 - 1800 - to
the question of the Armetr idings of Armetr iding in Euxton, as the undoubted
patrons of the church, and the records shew that the advowson remained for over
two hundred years down through the various branches of the family, ending in the
control of Mrs Pauline Peto, of 11 Coll ingham Gardens, South Kensington,
Middlesex.

21 Transactions of the Lancashire and Cheshire Antiquarian Society., Volume XVII.



At the Cour t of St. James, L o n d o n , o n the 19th day o f July 1910, she transferred the
advowson or perpe tua l r i gh t o f patronage, o f the said benefice o f Eux ton to the
Right Reverend E d m u n d Arbu thno t , Bishop o f Manchester, and by so do ing , the
actionp l a c e d the T igh t to appo in t al l subsequent vicars f i r m l y i n the hands o f the

Diocesan author i t ies where i t s t i l l remains.

Grant of Stipend by the Ecclesiastical Commissioners.

At the Court of St. James, London, on the 13th day of October, 1910, the Ecclesiastical
Commissioners for England, granted to the incumbent of the Vicarage of Euxton,
?one yearly sum or stipend of Fifty-five pounds, to be calculated as from the first

day of February, One Thousand Nine Hundred and Ten, to be paid quarterly on the
first day of February, the first day of May, the first day of August and the first day o f
November?.

This action appears to const i tute the f i rst of f ic ia l recogni t ion b y the Ecclesiastical
Commiss ione rs - n o w the C h u r c h C o m m i s s i o n e r s - o f t h e i r f i n a n c i a l

responsibi l i t ies for some part o f the st ipend o f the Vicar o f Euxton church.

Erect ion o f S t a i n e d G l a s s W i n d o w s in t h e S o u t h w a l l o f t he Nave.

On the 27th May 1910, a faculty authorising the placing of a stained glass window in
the south wall of the nave, was granted to the Reverend Henry John Greswell
Beloe, Vicar of the Vicarage and parish church of Euxton, and Henry Fairclough
and Will iam Thornley, churchwardens. The window was erected by Mrs Jessie H.
Pilkington on June 2nd, 1910 in ?affectionate remembrance of John Dean Manning?.

Asecond stained glass w i n d o w was approved by a facu l ty dated 7th October 1910.
The commemorat ion is again to John Dean Mann ing , born f i rst October 1823, died
second June 1909".

Creation of the Diocese of Blackburn

The year 1926 saw the creat ion of the Diocese o f Blackburn, and along w i t h some
two hundred and f i f t y o d d parishes, Euxton was transferred f r o m the Diocese o f
Manchester to the n e w l y created Diocese.

For Deanery purposes the parish was placed under Leyland, which authority lasted
until some nine years ago. The church and parish now form part of the Chorley
Deanery.

Aschitect?s descr ip t ion o f restorat ion work

The year 1926 saw very serious problems emerging concerning the church and an
extract of a report by a Mr. Isaac Taylor of Manchester is detailed at Appendix 27 (i).

What costs were incurred; how long the work took; what interruptions if any
occurred in church activities of all manner etc., is not on record.

The ?lines? wri t ten by a person know as ?A.B.? in 1926 can by found at Appendix
2{ i i ) and are indicative of the depth of feeling for this ancient structure.
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E r e c t i o n o f L y c h G a t e a n d o t h e r a c t i o n s .

On the 26th July 1927 permission was sought by a faculty to carry out the following
work:

a To |b u i l d a Lych Gate with oak gates as a continuation of the new boundary
wi

b) To take down old curtain rods at the west end of the church and substitute
new glazed screens.

?d To provide a new reading desk and other chancel fittings in oak, and to erect a

smalltab let in the church recording the re-roofing and other work done in the
church.

who carried out the work; the cost and whether the tablet was ever made and fixed
in position is not on record.

Electr ic L i g h t i n g in the c h u r c h .

Fol lowing a facu l t y app l i ca t i on on the 11th September 1935 to insta l l e lectr ic
l i g h t i n g in the church, the w o r k was carr ied out in 1936 b y W.B.W. Mor r i s at a cost
of £45 17s 0d. and the w o r k covered all the present l i gh t i ng except for the ?spot
lights? over the pu lp i t , lectern, and organist?s posi t ion. The latter i tems were f ixed
in place some ten years ago by a local tradesman named Mawdsley.

R e r e d o s a n d P a n e l l i n g o f t h e e a s t , n o r t h a n d s o u t h w a l l s o f t h e
s a n c t u a r y ( c h a n c e l ) p l u s t h e p l a c i n g o f a s i l v e r c r o s s o n t h e a l t a r .

?These ac t i ons w e r e a p p r o v e d b y the use o f a f a c u l t y d a t e d 4 th O c t o b e r 1939. T h e
s i l ve r cross c a r r i e d a n i n s c r i p t i o n o n the back w h i c h read ?In m e m o r y o f M a r y
Smi th , d i e d J u n e 12th 1939? a n d th i s w a s one o f the i t e m s s to len d u r i n g the r e c e n t
bu rg la r y . Cos ts are n o t k n o w n n o r w h o c a r r i e d o u t the w o r k o r s u p p l i e d t h e i tems .

I m p r o v e m e n t s t o t h e h e a t i n g s y s t e m .

As approved bya facu l ty dated 14th December 1945, panel and tubu la r heaters were
fixed in the church to supplement the exist ing system o f hot water pipes. There are
no records o f the cost incur red nor o f the contractor w h o carr ied ou t the work .

Process ion o f W i t n e s s - o r t he c h u r c h ?Walking Day?.

Dur ing the w a r of 1939 - 1945, the ?Procession o f Witness?, or as i t is more
commonly k n o w n the ?Walking Day?, was discont inued, bu t a decision was taken at
a Parochial C h u r c h Counc i l meet ing in 1949 to recommence the procession in the
fol lowing year, and this has cont inued down the years unt i l the present day.

The ?Barches te r Scheme? a n d ?Cere a n d I n s p e c t i o n o f Churches? .

The year 1950 s a w the church enter in to this scheme wh ich p rov ided the means o f
obtaining aided status f o r the maintenance o f Church o f England schools, and i t is
understood this scheme is i n operat ion at the present t ime. In th is year too, the
church jo ined the scheme for the ?Care and Inspect ion o f Churches?, bu t i t is not
known whether th is appl ies at th is po in t o f t ime.
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guarantee r e g a r d i n g the V i c a r ' s s t i p e n d .

y the year 1951, the church was required to provide a guarantee that the
incumbent's stipend would not fall below £500 per annum and the details o f this

r e q u e s t w e r e :

\ g h a t t h e g u a r a n t e e d g r o s s c a s h s t i p e n d o f t h e i n c u m b e n t
s h a l l b e n o t l e s s t h a n t h e s u m o f £ 5 0 0 p e r a n n u m , s o t h a t
i f t h e s t a n d a r d g r o s s i n c o m e r e c e i v e d f r o m t h e C h u r c h
C o m m i s s i o n e r s t o g e t h e r w i t h t h e a m o u n t f o r t h e E a s t e r
o f f e r i n g s a n d a l l t h e i n c u m b e n t ? s u s u a l f e e s a n d

e r q u i s i t e s s h a l l a m o u n t t o a l e s s e r s u m t h a n £ 5 0 0 i n a n y
o n e f i n a n c i a l y e a r , t h e P a r o c h i a l C h u r c h C o u n c i l s h a l l p a y
t o t h e d n c u m b e n t s u c h s u m a s s h a l l b e n e c e s s a r y t o r a i s e
t h e g r o s s i n c o m e f o r t h e y e a r a s a b o v e c o m p u t e d t o a
m i n i m u m g r o s s c a s h i n c o m e o f £ 5 0 0 i r r e s p e c t i v e a n d
e x c l u s i v e o f a n y o t h e r l i a b i l i t y o r l i a b i l i t i e s w h i c h t h e
C o u n c i l m a y h e r e t o f o r e h a v e u n d e r t a k e n o r s h a l l h e r e a f t e r
u n d e r t a k e t o d e f r a y o n b e h a l f a n d f o r t h e b e n e f i t o f t h e
i n c u m b e n t ?.

Prior to the date Is t A p r i l 1978, al l incumbents o f Church o f England establishments
were classified as self-employed persons, and suffice to say this created considerable

roblems. C o u p l e d w i t h this aspect, i t was becoming clear by 1950 that the
contribution made to an incumbent ' s s t ipend f r o m the Church Commiss ioners
would decrease in the face o f escalating costs and a d im inu t i on o f the i r investment
income, and the church congregation w o u l d need to meet an ever increasing share
of the incumbent 's stipend. This practice has greatly increased since 1950 and has
led direct ly to the need to introduce the ?Stewardship Scheme? w h i c h has n o w been
?up and running? for a lmost the past f i f teen years. It is p robab ly correct to say that
the bu lk o f the revenue of the Church Commiss ioners at this po in t in t ime is set
aside to meet incumbents? pens ion arrangements and hous ing matters. The i r
contribution towards the st ipend o f an incumbent is min imal .

One interesting facet o f the church expend i tu re was the pract ice in the post war
to make monetary payments to the members of the choir, bu t the actual date

when this came into operat ion is no t recorded in any avai lable detail nor w h a t the
sums were, nor any detai ls o f the system used, but in 1950 the Parochial Church
Council at a meet ing t o c k the decision to discont inue the payments. The quest ion
of payment to the choir since that date has not been operated.

Church V e r g e r s a n d C h u r c h Cho l r .

It has not been possible to trace the off icials w h o performed the du ty o f verger p r i o r
to the year 1950, due ent i re ly to the apparent loss o f the Parochial Church Counc i l
minute books p r i o r to this date, and the start ing po in t is therefore the appo in tment
of a man named Fi l tel l in that year.

On the 13th December 1951, Eli Heaton was appointed verger and is st i l l i n post
almost forty years later, a truly remarkable record indeed. The verger is currently
paid a sum of money from church funds for performing this duty.
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Fur ther repa i r w o r k to the c h u r c h f a b r i c .

w i t h a l l a n c i e n t b u i l d i n g s , t h e r e is a n o n - g o i n g a n d i n c r e a s i n g e x p e n d i t u r e i n
m a i n t a i n i n gt h es t r u c t u r e a n d f a b r i c a n d the year 1952 s a w the q u e s t i o n ra i sed o n c e
a o f an a r c h i t e c t ' s r e p o r t i n c l u d i n g s u g g e s t e d r e m e d i e s a n d costs f o r s u i t a b l y

s t r e n g t h e n i n g a n d s u p p o r t i n g the b u i l d i n g .

gpreading o f the wal ls was occurr ing and a suggested remedy o f w r o u g h t i r o n w o r k
in the r o o f trusses,w i t h stone buttresses on the nor th and sou th wa l l s was

eonsidered by the Parochial Church Counci l of that day.

A ?Ways and Means? commi t tee was fo rmed and a ?Restoration F u n d Appeal?
launched by means o f subscr ip t ion forms and envelopes. The appeal w a so f

cons iderable interest i n that i t was directed at all w h o had the interest o f the church
at heart - Appendix 28.

AMsr. Wallace was appointed on the 20th Augus t 1952 as the architect to deal w i t h
the renovat ion w o r k , A t a special meet ing on 26th A u g u s t 1952 o f al l those

technical ly invo lved i n the problems, i t was decided to use cross tie rods instead o f
horizontal rods to the roof trusses and these are still in situ at this present po in t in
time as are the buttresses on the north and south external walls to the nave.

A tender by a Mr. A.M. Tomlinson was accepted by the Parochial Church Council
on 17th December 1952 and presumably this was within the calculations made by
the architect.

At this date, a pr ice had sti l l to be obtained f rom a Mr. Woods for construct ing the
north and south w a l l buttresses, but whether he d id the w o r k and at w h a t cost is
not known.

L o c k i n g o f t h e L y c h G a t e ; T o i l e t f a c i l i t i e s In c h u r c h ; C r e m a t e d r e m a i n s ;
A p p o i n t m e n t o f O r g a n i s t . 1 9 5 4 - 1 9 5 6 .

In order f o r the church to comply w i t h the regulat ions concern ing w h a t was a
private p a t h w a y leading to the church entrance door at the west end of the nave,
the lych gate was required to be locked for twenty- four hours on the first Thursday
in Lent each year. Whether these regulat ions persist and the action is st i l l taken is
not known, but there is certainly a regular traffic of pedestrians using this pa thway
in order to make use o f the footbr idge crossing the Br i t ish Rail track at the east end
of the churchyard. There is no ?right o f way? for this action. The pub l i c footpath to
the rai lway footbr idge is to the south o f the churchyard.

The apparent lack of toilet facilities in the confines of the church structure was
considered by the Parochial Church Council, but was abandoned due to the probable
excessive cost.

Ar is ing f r o m the chang ing a t t i t ude o f the p o p u l a t i o n r e g a r d i n g the use o f
cremation facil it ies, the bur ia l of the ashes in the churchyard was becoming a major
problem, and use o f the lawn area to the south of the church for this purpose was
considered a possibi l i ty, but no def ini te action was taken at that t ime.

A person named Wilson was appointed in 1956 as the church organist at a salary of
£50 per annum. Bya faculty dated 19th May 1956, approval was given to provide
two silver candlesticks which were inscribed on the base of one candlestick with the
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rds ?In m e m o r y of Robert Richardson w h o worsh ipped in this church?. These
were @g i f t apparent ly by some u n k n o w n donor /s . These i tems were also amongst
those stolen du r i ng the recent burg lary .

inspection of Churches Measure - 1958.

Under this measure, the church architect reported that action was required o n :

1) Roof timbers and pews.

These were affected by w o o d w o r m and the L o n d o n Fumiga t ion C o m p a n y
was asked to inspect, report and estimate. Whe the r they carr ied out the
w o r k and at what cost is not known , bu t some twenty years later as w i l l be
shewn, the prob lem recurred and i t seems evident a t w e n t y year treatment
cycle w i l l be necessary in future.

i i ) W o o d B l o c k a n d T i l e F l o o r .

The wood block floor was to be taken up and the sub-floor to be treated wi th
waterproof concrete whilst the tile floor was also to be taken up and relaid.
The flooring was relaid by 29th October 1958.

i i i ) Gu t t e r s ; D o w n s p o u t s ; H e a t i n g C h a m b e r s ; Bo i l e r a n d Bo i le r H o u s e d o o r .

By a facul ty granted on the 4th day o f October 1960 permission was g iven to
convert the present heat ing system f rom coke to o i l bu rn ing , i n c l u d i n g
rebu i ld ing of the bo i le r house. The cont rac tor /s i s /a re not k n o w n nor the
amount and cost o f the w o r k content.

Organ o v e r h a u l a n d r e c o n d i t i o n i n g .

By an estimate submi t ted by Ainscoughs o f Preston, the organ as then instal led, was
to be f i t ted w i t h addi t iona l stops and general recondi t ion ing w o r k was to be carr ied
out. The estimated cost by the f i rm is given as £277 4s 0d.

incumbent?s e x p e n d i t u r e a n d C h u r c h Income .

The vil lage o f Euxton was expand ing in popu la t ion and proper ty in the years after
1955, and by a resolut ion dated 26th January 1960, the Parochial Church Counc i l
agreed to :

1) Defray in ful l the incumbent's telephone calls.
2) Defray in ful l the incumbent's National Insurance Contributions. The

incumbent at this point in time was treated as a self-employed person.
3) Make an annual contr ibut ion o f £50s 0d towards the incumbent 's

avocational stationery and postal expenses, to be paid in advance at the
beginning of each year.

4) Make an annual payment o f £20 0s 0d towards the incumbent 's avocat ional
t ravel l ing expenses, in advance at the beg inn ing of each year.

5) Examine ways of increasing church income with special emphasis on Deeds
of Covenant. It is not on record what actions were taken by the Parochial
Church Council.
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Repalr work to the external wal ls of the church.

The year 1963 brought to light the need to repoint the south and east walls of the
church, The work was carried out by E. Matthews and Son, a building and
contracting firm based in the village but now no longer in existence. The cost of
doing this work is not on record.

Gifts to the church in 1962 and 1963.

A gift by Miss Windle of two beaten silver cruets was made on the 3rd September
1962. In the fol lowing year the ?Beatrice Anthony? bequest came into operation.
This was in the form of interest received by the church froma capital sum invested
by the Diocesan authorities in accordance with the terms of this wil l . The amount
is always indicated in the annual accounts prepared by the church treasurer.

D i o c e s a n Q u o t a .

In order to assist in the f u n d i n g of all diocesan activit ies, all churches in the diocese
were required to pay an element o f their total revenue based o n a percentage f igure,
and the year 1964 saw Euxton?s share set at 15% w h i c h is st i l l operative.

Var lous c o n s i d e r a t i o n s , a c t i o n s a n d f a c u l t i e s a f f e c t i n g the c h u r c h - 1969
- 1988.

i) _ A faculty dated 1970 was approved by the diocesan authorities which reads :

? Window - West end of Church?
Subject - ?St George and the Dragon?

Inscription to read - ? In memory of James
and Elizabeth Critchley who worshipped at

this church?.
Work performed by - Mowbray, Whippell,

Cathedral Yard,
Exeter,

Cost to the church - Ni l

i i ) R e t i r e m e n t o f R e v e r e n d W . H o p e M . A .

By the 27th August 1972, the Reverend W. Hope M.A., had been incumbent of the
church for twenty-f ive years. In the fol lowing year he signified his intention o f
tetiring from the incumbency. Action was then carried out by the churchwardens
in and under sections one and two of the Benefices (Exercise of Rights o f
Presentation Measure 1931) to obtain a replacement vicar.

i i i ) Appointment of the Reverend D. Raitt, B.D., A.K.C.

The Reverend Derek Raitt, B.D., A.K.C., was appointed vicar and incumbent on
Good Friday 1974, wi th his induction being carried out on the 10th May 1974. He is
still in post.
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iv) Beetle infestation.

Further p rob lems arose i n 1976 w h e n it w a s again f o u n d necessary to ar range
treatment o f t imbers and f u r n i t u r e to e l im ina te the c o m m o n f u r n i t u r e beetle, and
at a later date to decorate the church. The plastered chancel and the west w a l l o f the
inter ior o f the nave w e r e pa in ted wh i te . The cost was £1,000 f o r the to ta l w o r k ,
wi th the cost o f the beet le infestat ion at £580. This was covered by a gran t i n a id
from the Diocese o f £500 p lus a loan o f £800- interest free - spread over a f o u r year
repayment per iod.

v) | New Hymn Books.

The Parochial Church Council decided to purchase the revised version of Hymns
Ancient and Modern, plus Hymns for Today, and a quantity of two hundred and
fifty costing the sum of £171 was obtained during the latter part of 1975 early 1976.
?These have continued in use down to the present time.

v i ) A u t h o r i t y vested in Churches.

By the Church of England Worship and Doctrine Act of 1975, which became law on
1st September of that year, increased authority was devolved to churches as to
which authorised forms of services were to be used at the services.

This was to be decided by joint consultation between the incumbent and the
Parochial Church Council. The action continues as at this day.

v i i } Const ruc t ion o f a portable font.

This was approved bya faculty which read ?A portable font, three feet three inches
high, to be placed in the chancel opposite the priest's stall?. This action was carried
out and the font is still in that position today. The cost was £70.

vii i) Further gifts for use at communion.

A bread holder, w i th matching cruet were presented to the church for use at
communion services by Mr. & Mrs. H. Smith in 1976 as an act of memorial.

ix) Electrical system.

Following a detailed investigation into various aspects of safety precautions, it was
found necessary to replace the existing electrical system in the church, and this
work, at a cost of £274, was carried out in 1977 by a local tradesman named
Mawdsley. Opportunity was taken concurrently to install three spotlights, one over
the lectern, one above the pulpi t and one above the organist?s seat.

x) Organ replacement.

By the year 1978 it was apparent that the organ was in need of a major overhaul and
renovation, and fo l lowing extensive and intensive consultations, action was
initiated by the Parochial Church Council to proceed with the installation of a new
organ by a small f i rm known as Withnell Pipe Organs, at that time located at
9, Withnell Fold, Chorley.



The est imated cost w a s g iven as £5,300 and f o l l o w i n g a w idespread appeal to
existing and past members o f the congregat ion, a sum in excess o f £6,500 was raised
w i t h i n six months o f the launch. Some use was made o f parts f r o m the prev ious
organ du r i ng the reconstruct ion w o r k .

S t e w a r d s h i p A p p e a l .

Jt was clear ly ev ident to the Parochial Church Counc i l by 1978 that the sums raised
by church of fer ings f r o m al l sources were not suf f ic ient to meet the ever increasing
expendi ture and a dec is ion was made by them to inv i te church members and the
congregation to par t ic ipa te in a Stewardsh ip appeal. This action w a s d u l y carr ied
ou t by means o f app rop r ia te l i terature and a par ish gather ing, a n d proved to be
extremely beneficial i n m a n y ways, and as par t o f the on-go ing process the rout ines
and practices are reassessed, general ly at four year ly intervals.

i m p r o v e m e n t s - W e s t e n d o f t h e c h u r c h .

Fo l low ing comp le t ion o f the new organ, i t was decided to car ry ou t imp rovemen t
w o r k at the west e n d o f the church, and b y a facu l ty approved by the Diocesan
authorit ies in 1981 the w o r k content consisted o f:

?Removal o f w o o d e n screen and porchway a n d stone font (the latter i t em was to be
a feature o f the proposed Garden o f Remembrance) prov is ion o f a cupboard a n d
table for the Book o f Remembrance; p rov i s i on o f a cupboard f o r cho i r books;
p lacing o f a f ron ta l case at the west end; p lac ing o f a ?heat curtain? over the west
door. Book rests for the choir had already been approved?. The est imated cost o f
the total w o r k content was stated to be £1,200. The actual cost is not known.

B o o k o f R e m e m b r a n c e .

This was a g i f t to the church by Lt. Colonel J.R. and Mrs. C. Thatcher in 1981 as a
memorial . For those members of the church w i sh ing to record the death of a loved
one, a re levan t e n t r y is m a d e at that t ime on paymen t o f a sma l l fee. The
anniversary o f the death is noted by the Vicar and the name read ou t du r i ng one o f
the Sunday services.

Garden o f R e m e m b r a n c e .

Concur ren t ly w i t h the al terat ion w o r k to the west end o f the church i n 1981, the
Parochial Church Counc i l decided to proceed w i t h the construct ion o f a ?Garden o f
Remembrance? and this was to be sited on the lawn area o n the south s ide o f the
nave. I t was to inc lude t w o screen wal ls at the end nearest to the chancel w i t h t w o
seats i n a paved area, and the s i t i ng o f the stone font , o r ig ina l l y in church, as a
central po int . The w o r k content was approved by the Diocesan author i t ies th rough
the m e d i u m o f a faculty.

The est imated cost for th is pa r t i cu la r project was stated to be £2,500, bu t a later
detai led cost for th is w o r k and the al terat ions to the west end o f the church was
stated to be £6,000. A sum o f £1,179 surp lus f r o m the organ fund was used as a
contr ibut ion to the overa l l cost.



transfer of the church to the Chorley Deanery.

It has already been stated that the year 1704 (or thereabouts) saw the chapel (church)
moving under the cont ro l o f the Ley land Deanery, and subsequent records o f bir ths,

chr is tenings, churchings a n d deaths all con f i rm this action.

W h y the chapel (church) never came under the cont ro l of the Cho r l ey Deanery is
not known, bu t for the greater par t o f some three hundred years, all evidence seems
to point to the au tho r i t y o f Ley land Deanery being accepted. I t is possible that un t i l
1892 the chapel (church) was a Chapel o f Ease to Ley land and therefore u n d e r the
control of that par ish church,

On the 7th day of Apr i l 1981 the position was changed, and on that day Euxton
Parish Church moved under the control of Chorley Deanery where i t has remained
to this date.

Pu rchase o f P i a n o

There are occasions d u r i n g church activit ies and operations, when the organ is no t
used, and to meet an ins t rumen ta l need, the Parochia l Church Counc i l in 1982
authorised the purchase o f a small octave piano to be placed adjacent to the lectern.
The cost o f the ins t rument was £400. The current organist paid ha l f the cost o f the
ins t rumen t .

Paroch ia l R e g i s t e r s a n d R e c o r d s M e a s u r e - Sec t i on 10 - 1978.

As part o f the operat ion o f b r ing ing parish clergy in to a modern sett ing, as out l ined
in a prev ious section, fur ther admin is t ra t ive action by Par l iament placed the above
ment ioned measure f i r m l y in the Statute book. Incumbents are n o w charged w i t h
deposit ing par ish records w i t h the Diocesan Record Off ice at Preston as and when
the record books - registers o f al l k inds etc., etc., - are complete. I n add i t ion , a
quinquennia l inspect ion is made of the storage facil i t ies in churches by a qual i f ied
member o f the Record Of f ice staff, and a repor t is rendered to the Bishop o f the
Diocese. A t A p p e n d i x 29 (i) and (ii) are detai ls o f the examinat ion and repor t as
prepared on the 14th September 1983. Since then a fu r the r survey and inspect ion
took place in 1988 and this action w i l l cont inue in future.

I t has many advantages, not the least being the very careful custody o f va luable and,
in many instances, ancient records.

For the genealogical and histor ical s tudent i t concentrates records in one central
area, but should the Chief Of f icer o f the Diocesan Record Office be satisfied that the
storage capabil i t ies and correct record control are in accordance w i t h the measure,
then dispensat ion to retain records at the church concerned may be granted. There
are many o ther advantages in these arrangements.

To l le t f ac i l i t i es , G a s C e n t r a l H e a t i n g a n d n e w V e s t r y .

As part of the on-going process to up date personal facilities in the church, it was
found necessary in 1985 t o :

a) Provide toilet facilities and a new gas central heating unit (in lieu of the
existing oil fired system) in the present vestry.
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b Demolish the present boiler house and build a new and larger vestry in place
thereof.

The estimated costs were given as:

a) £4,000 b) £10,000

As regards (a) the work was carried out by the North West Region of British Gas
piLc. as principal contractor,

In the case of the demolit ion work connected with the original boiler house and
construction of a new and larger vestry in place thereof (b) the bui lding work was
carried out by personnel under the Communi ty Work Programme. Great care was
taken to obtain from local sources, stonework which matched as nearly as possible
that of the nave and chancel and the end result is harmonious indeed.

The cost which fell to the church in the exercise consisted of material charges only.
All labour costs were underwritten as part of the Community Work Programme.

S u m m a r y 1892 - 1990.

I t w i l l be read i l y apparent there were many fundamenta l changes a n d prob lems
d o w n the centur ies not o n l y w i t h the s t ruc tu re and contents, b u t w i t h the
ecclesiastical rout ines and practices.

The church structure has been the cause of much concern in that the t imber
supporting the roof, the walls and the internal pews has required regular and
constant attention to deal w i th the many problems which have arisen. The cost
aspect has called for considerable ingenuity by the incumbents, church officers and
laity down through the years.

Modern isa t ion i n m a n y areas has been successful ly achieved - n e w vestry ; n e w
organ; Garden o f Remembrance etc., etc.

In this period, the laity have become more closely involved in and have accepted
financial responsibilities in areas in which they had litt le responsibility in the past-
a particular case being the wholehearted adoption of the Stewardship scheme.

By coincidence, in the February 1991 ed i t ion o f the Parish Magazine, the f o l l o w i n g
verbat im detai ls appear as a note f rom the Vicar, the Reverend D. Raitt:

?Church Fabric

A f t e r c l o s e r i n v e s t i g a t i o n a n d f o l l o w i n g t h e c h u r c h
a r c h i t e c t ? s r e p o r t , s o m e u r g e n t w o r k w i l l h a v e t o b e
c a r r i e d o u t o n t h e s o u t h a r e a o f t h e r o o f . I n t e r n a l l y t h e
r o o f b e a m s h a v e b e e n f o u n d t o b e i n f e s t e d a n d I am w a i t i n g
a r e p o r t o n t h e e x t e n t o f t h e i n f e s t a t i o n . A n e m e r g e n c y
r e p a i r t o a r o o f b e a m h a d t o b e c a r r i e d o u t j u s t b e f o r e
C h r i s t m a s . I t w i l l n o t h a v e e s c a p e d y o u r n o t i c e t h a t t h e
f l o o r o f t h e c h u r c h ( t h e w o o d b l o c k a n d t h e t i l e s ) i s i n
n e e d o f a t t e n t i o n ? .



A fu r the r note appears f r om the V i ca r in the J u l y / A u g u s t 1991 issue o f the
magaz i n e wh i ch states :

?At E u x t o n , as w e l l as n o r m a l r u n n i n g c o s t s , we s h a l l a l s o
need e x t r a money t o mee t t h e c o s t o f e x p e n s i v e r e p a i r s t o
t h e Chu r c h b u i l d i n g . A t t h e t i m e o f w r i t i n g I s t i l l do n o t
know wha t t h e s e c o s t s w i l l be , b u t I do know t h a t t w o
f u r t h e r b u t t r e s s e s w i l l have t o be b u i l t t o h e l p s u p p o r t
t h e n o r t h and s o u t h w a l l s t o w a r d s t h e e a s t end and t h e r o o f
t i m b e r s w i l l h a v e t o be t r e a t e d f o r i n f e s t a t i o n . Such
works w i l l n o t come c h e a p l y ? .

Conclus ions of Sect ions 1 and 2,

As the story unfolds, the history of the early years is of necessity a matter o f much
conjecture, but w i th the passage of time, and particularly f rom the end of the 17th
century, ecclesiastical documents and records become available and it appears to be
possible to piece together the movement set in motion by the first - and only family
patron - of the church some three hundred years ago.

Concu r ren t l y w i t h the I ndus t r i a l Revo l u t i on , the changes i n adm i n i s t r a t i v e
practices b y loca l and cent ra l gove rnmen t , a l l ied w i t h the reduc t i on i n the
previously large diocesan groups all p layed a par t in the l i fe o f the v i l lage and the
inhabitants and by secondary action, the church.

One major point concerns the form and type of church services carried out up to
the date of creation as a parish church. What effect, i f any, did evangelism have on
the life of the church ? Did ali services make use of the 1662 prayer book ? These
details are not available.

The latter years have seen an increasing need for the congregation to realise that
pressure from external sources must be met by the wi l l and desire to ensure that the
church is propelled into future centuries in a sound and viable condition.

It is not diff icult to see that the future w i l l require closer laity action, particularly as
the church buildings attain greater age. Additionally, the financial requirement to
maintain the incumbency in a modern appropriate standard wi l l need to be met.
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A p p e n d i x 1

some Early Names o f the Vi l lage of Euxton and incidents therein.

a)

b)

Lancashire Fines. Final Concords - 20 Edward 1 - 1292, No. 49 - at Lancaster in
the octave (8th) o f H o l y T r i n i t y by Edward 1 (8th June 1292) between Robert,
son o f A d a m de Hol lande, p la in t i f f , and John de la Crozz o f L a t h u m , and
M a r g e r y his w i fe , deforceants (one w h o w r o n g f u l l y keeps another f r o m
h i s / h e r estate) o f four teen acres o f land i n Eukeston. John and M a r g e r y
acknowledge the land to the r ight of Robert as that w h i c h he had as the i r gi f t ,
to hold to h i m and his heirs i n perpetu i ty , o f the chief lo rds o f the fee, by the
services thereto belonging. For this acknowledgement , Robert gave them a
spar row hawk .

Some Ear ly Names o f Euxton. In 1187, the v i l l age name was stated to be
EUECESTON; i n 1277 i t was H E U K E S T O N E and at the date o f 29th
September 1295 i t was k n o w n as EAKESTONE. This was the ti t le used in a
compotus (account) of the lands of Henry de Lacy, Earl o f L inco ln , and a rent
pa id b y Rober t de Ho l l ande , at one p e n n y per a n n u m i n respect o f a
tenement in the vi l lage. By 1306 and for the same p u r p o s e the v i l l age
ident i ty had become EUKESTONE.

Incidents in EUKESTONE. In the year 1323 the fol lowing incidents are
recorded:

(i) Robert Je Blok k i l led j o h n son o f Maur ice o f EUKESTONE Wednesday
in the f i rst week in Lent (9th February 1323).

( i i ) John le Warde was f ined a ha l f m a r k (13 /4 or 67p) for a misdemeanour.
Suri t ies were John de Farr ington, Jordan Ker ian, A d a m d e Parr, H e n r y
le Greyne all o f EUKESTONE - year 1323,

Exchequer Lay Subsidy Roll. Lancashire 1332 - Hundred of Leyland - Taxation
of Edward I i - EUKESTON reads :

D Margiade Hollande _Ijs vilJD = (2/8)
" Rog le Spencer Tijs - (3/0)
"  Johne de Ermitridinge  Iljs - (3/0)
" R o g le Graine I l j s T i j d 3 /4 )
" Thurstan de Hindeley Ijs VITjd (2/8)
" ? Wi l l de Ermetridinge ? Ijs - (2/0)
"  Gibbo de Grayne - XVjd_ (1/4)
? R a d o fi l Harois Tjs - (2/0)
? H e n r i f i l Walti - XVjd (1/4)
? R o b e r t de Merton - X X d (1/8)

Sum? XXIljs p.b- £138 0d

The foregoing details are by the Record Society, Lancashire & Cheshire
publication, volume H published 1896.
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By an Inquest taken at Eukestone on Wednesday next after the Feast of Saint
Lawrence; 29 Edward I i (12 August 1355) before Alan de Raynford. The Duke
of Lancaster's escheator and Roger de Faryngton.

e

These details can be found in the Record Society of Lancashire & Cheshire
publications published 1915, Chorley Reference Library identity A15/70.

f) In the year 36 Edward III (1362) An Inquisition Post Mortem as to Henry, first
Duke of Lancaster, found that his Lancashire possessions included the
following : ?Fees in County Lanc. - Eukestone.?

These details can be found in the Chetham Society publication, Volume 58, first
edition, published 1862, p.p s 461 and 462.

The persons shewn at item (d) above on this short list are few in number.
They appear to be the only people in the village of substantial means and
therefore liable to this form of taxation.
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A p p e n d i x 2

a small Select ion o f some General Act ions affect ing Churches down the
Years. ~*~

a)

b)

c)

e)

Glebe During the Anglo-Saxon period, a church was bui l t near to the
habitation of the local thegn (lord) who appointed the priest and gave him
?glebe? (a portion of land assigned to a clergyman as part of his benefice, often
including a parsonage house). There was neither house nor land for the
incumbent of Euxton unti l the 19th century.

T i t h e s These were paymen t made by at e n a n t o f land to the ove r l o rd and
p r i e s t w h i c h consisted o f one tenth o f his income (in cash or in k ind ) wh ich

l i tera l ly meant every tenth cow, pig, sheep, etc., e tc , every tenth bund le o f
corn, oats, bar ley etc. These payments w e n t to defray church expenses and
the priest?s emoluments. Euxton was so served via the m o t h e r church - the
Parish Church o f Leyland. These practices cont inued d o w n the years un t i l
1836 in Eux ton w h e n tithes were converted to cash payments on ly . These
practices ceased al together in the current century as a result o f government
action.

Church usage The church would be used for daily worship, wi th the nave as
the communal village hall. People watched ?miracle plays? or pastoral plays.
They participated in ?church ales? which were revelries held on ?Holy Days?
(holidays) and no one worked on these days. ?Church Ales? seem to have
been litt le more than communal dr inking followed by dancing. The ale was
often brewed on the premises or in a ?brew house? attached to the church
(there is no wri t ten or structural evidence of a separate ?brew house? at
Euxton) and this was sold and consumed in the church or churchyard. This
was a common practice during the 15th century. Attendance at Mass was
obligatory.

Chantries During the Middle Ages there was a surplus of parish priests and
many found employment as chantry priests. Families and religious guilds
founded chantries where memorial prayers or obits (memorial services
especially in institutions and on the anniversary of founders? or benefactors?
deaths). Medieval Wills made these bequests and Euxton was so served by a
chantry founded by James Anderton of Euxton in 1523.

Medieval Law Breakers A medieval law breaker could use the church as a

place of sanctuary. Should a fugitive enter the churchyard he/she could stay
in safety some thirty to forty days. Anyone violating this sanctuary could be
severely punished, even excommunicated. Af ter this period of grace, the
fugit ive could elect trial before civi l courts or plead gui l ty and flee the
county.
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A p p e n d i x 3

Time Chart shewing the History of Parish Registers.

Year

1938.

1546.

1555/
1558.

1558.

1563.

1597.

1603.

1653.

1660.

1694.

1753.

1783.

Monarch

Henry VOL

Edward VI.

Philip & Mary.

Elizabeth L

Elizabeth I.

Elizabeth I.

Elizabeth I.

Charles I.

Council of State.

Charles I .

William & Mary.

George Hi.

George Ii].

Detail

Institution of Registers by Thomas Cromwell.

Registration injunctions repeated by Edward VI.

Lapsing of the Registers during the short reign o f
Queen Mary, prior to her marriage to Philip.

Registration injunctions issued by Henry VI I I and
Edward VI repeated.

Parliamentary Bill to send transcripts of Registers to
each Diocesan centre and for parochial copies to
Registrars. Bill not approved by Parliament.

The Provincial constitution of Canterbury ordered
Registers to be kept in parchment and all earlier
Registers to be transcribed. A l l entries for the
previous week to be read out in church in the Sunday
service, Annual transcripts to be sent to the Diocese.
These were subsequently known as the Bishop?s
Transcripts.

These instructions repeated except for the weekly
reading of the Register.

Directory of Public worship replaced the Prayer Book.
Dates of birth and death to be recorded as well as
baptisms and burials.

Commencement of civi l registration by laymen.
Many parish Registers defective during the 1650's.

Ecclesiast ical reg is t ra t ion recommenced at
Restoration of the Monarchy.

Marriage Duty Act ( 6 & 7 Wm. & Mary C.6.) required
registration of births, marriages and deaths, but this
did not succeed.

Hardwick's Marriage Act (22 Geo. IL. C.33) to prevent
clandestine marriage requi red regis t ra t ion o f
marriages on a printed form.

Stamp Act (23 Geo.IILC.71) imposed a d u t y of
threepence on every entry.



4g12. George I I . Rose's Act (52Geo.IILC.146) required registration of
baptisms and burials on printed form.

836. William IV. Commencement of civil registration (6 & 7 Wm.IV.
18% C.86 and 607 Wm.IV.C.85).

Parish registers for Euxton commence in 1774. Entries for the years 1737 -1774 are
contained in the records of Ley land Parish Church at the Diocesan C o u n t y Record
Office, Preston. These are n o w on mic ro f i lm.

Inapubl icat ion by the Lancashire Parish Register Society, dated 1990, Volume 128,
action has been taken by this organisation to place on record baptisms (only) as
abstracted from the Registers o f the Chapel of Euxton for the year 1734- 1781. I t i s
not known i f this Society intend to place on record details telating to marriages and
burials.



ii)

iii)

i l)

This is the Solemn League and Covenan t taken b y the H o u s e o f C o m m o n s
September 25th 1643. I t consisted o f six articles, i n w h i c h the subscr ibers b i n d

A p p e n d i x 4

Oath of Abjuration - August 19th 1643.

The National Covenant - September 25th 1643.

The Negative Oath - Apr i l Sth 1645.

Oath of Abjurat ion.

? I , A . B d o a b j u r e a n d r e n o u n c e t h e p o p e s s u p r e m a c i e a n d
A u t h o r i t y o v e r t h e C a t h o l i c C h u r c h i n G e n e r a l , a n d o v e r
m y s e l f i n P a r t i c u l a r ; a n d I d o b e l i e v e t h e r e i s n o t a n y
t r a n s u b s t a n t i a t i o n i n t h e S a c r a m e n t o f t h e L o r d s S u p p e r , o r
i n t h e e l e m e n t s o f B r e a d a n d W i n e a f t e r c o n s e c r a t i o n
t h e r e o f , b y a n y p e r s o n w h a t s o e v e r , a n d I d o a l s o b e l i e v e
t h a t t h e r e i s n o t a n y p u r g a t o r y ; a n d t h a t t h e C o n s e c r a t e d
H o s t , C r u c i f i x e s o r I m a g e s o u g h t n o t t o b e w o r s h i p p e d ,
n e i t h e r t h a t a n y w o r s h i p i s d u e t o a n y o f t h e m ; a n d I a l s o
b e l i e v e t h a t S a l v a t i o n c a n n o t b e m e r i t e d b y W o r k s a n d a l l
D o c t r i n e s i n A f f i r m a t i o n o f t h e s a i d p o i n t s , I d o A b j u r e
a n d r e n o u n c e w i t h o u t a n y E q u i v o c a t i o n , M e n t a l l R e s e r v a t i o n
o r S e c r e t E v a s i o n w h a t s o e v e r t a k i n g t h e w o r d s b y me s p o k e n
a c c o r d i n g t o t h e common a n d u s u a l m e a n i n g o f t h e m , s o h e l p
me G o d ? .

The Natlonal Covenant .

themselves :

a. To endeavour the preservation of the reformed religion in the Church of
Scotland, and the reformation of rel igion in England and Ireland in
?doctrine, worship discipline and government according to the word of God,
and the example o f the best re formed churches?.

b. To ext irpate popery, prelacy, superst i t ion etc.

c To preserve the rights and privileges of Parliaments and the liberties of the
kingdom and defend the King?s person and authority.

d. To discover and punish all incendaries, malyquants or evil instruments.

e. To maintain ?the happiness of a blessed peace? between these Kingdoms,
and to endeavour that they may remain conjoined in a fair peace and union
to all prosperi ty.

f. To assist and defend all those who enter into this league and covenant.



jn) The Negative Oath,

?Enjoined by an Ordinance of Apr i l Sth 1645 to be taken by those who
had lived in the King?s quarters or adhered to his Forces raised against
Parliament (The Molyneaux family). They were to swear upon the holy
evangelist in the manner fol lowing :

?1, A.B. d o swear f r o m m y heart that I w i l l no t d i rec t l y o r ind i rec t l y
adhere unto or w i l l i n g l y assist the K ing in this war, or in this cause against
Parl iament, n o r any forces raised w i t h o u t the consent of the t w o Houses o f
Parl iament in th is cause or war . A n d I do l ikewise swear that m y coming
and submi t t i ng myse l f u n d e r the power and pro tec t ion o f Par l iament, is
w i t h o u t any m a n n e r o f des ign whatsoever , to the p re j ud i ce o f the

p r o c e e d i n g s o f the t w o Houses o f Par l iament and w i t h o u t the d i rec t ion
pr ive ty o r adv ice o f the K ing , or any o f his Counc i l or officers, other than
w h a t I have n o w made k n o w n , so he lp m e God and the content o f this
book".

A d d e n d u m .

The ?Protestation? re tu rns for the v i l lage of E U X T O N for this t ime shew seventy
three persons s ign ing the papers o f a f f i rmat ion and twen ty seven re fus ing to do so.



A p p e n d i x 4 a

Transcript from a PARLIAMENTARY SURVEY in the year 1647.

EUXTON.

?Wee also present that Euxton is a Towne within the Parish of Leyland
in w h there is one Chappell distant from the said Parishe Church o f
Leyland two statute myles and a halfe or thereabouts and fromH e a p i e
Chappell aforesaid five statute myles and that the Tythe Corne of Euxton
aforesaid is wor th fi f tye pounds per Ann parte of the before menconed
sum of Two Hundred Seventyone pounds and that M r James Anderton o f
Clayton claymes the said Tithes as his inheritance and is now sequestered
for the state for the said M r Andertons delinquincyes that the small tythes
in Euxton aforesaid are worth two pounds five shillings per annum and
belong to the Vicar of Leylands aforesaid and that M r Seath Bushell is the
present incumbent there and is a Godly Preachinge Minister and
conformable to the present Governm! and came into the said Place by an
order from the Committee of Plundered Ministers and hath had for his
salary fourty pounds per annum issuing out of the Sequestracons of the
Tythese aforesaid and wee present that these houses hereafter menconed
situate wi th in Charnock Richard are f i t t to be annexed unto Euxton
aforesaid and made a Parish (viz) Thomas Warings of the Back House
W i l l ? Croitchlowes Henrye Rydings M r Coopers Richard Haughtons
Hugh Bowlings Wyddow Coopers Charnock Hall and the rest of the said
Towne lying nearer adjacent unto Euxton Chappell than to any other
church or chappell?.

The original documents for this transcript are held in Lambeth Palace Library,
London.
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A p p e n d i x 5

petition to the Bishop about Its being locked up.

Jo the RIGHT REVEREND father in GOD, THOMAS Lord Bishop of CHESTER.
The humble pet i t ion of the Parishioners o f L E Y L A N D in the COUNTY of
LANCASTER. Most humbly showeth unto you Lord Bishop that the parish o f
LEYLAND is a very large parish extending it self to the South eight miles and
upwards besides being of considerable breadth consisting of four quarters to the
West the township o f LEYLAND one quarter, the township of EUXTON another
quarter, the township of WHITTLE CLAYTON and .. . another quarter, and the
townships of H O U G H T O N , WITHNELL, WHEELT! and HEAPEY the forth
quarter, having allways for ...... a Church Warden and ...... of the ....... o f the parish
having had time out of memories of man, two chappells of ease therein, viz. that o f
EUXTON and the other of HEAPEY. In the chappell of HEAPEY there doth an
orthodox Minister off ic iate on the Lords Day and a for tn ight w i thou t the
interruption or gainsaying o f any person and alsoe in that o f EUXTON (which is a
very faire built chapel in stone) erected above a hundred years ago wherein severall
of the Church of England have preached, as namely Bishop Parr in the tyme and
divers others and .......... Mr. LEIGH patron o f STANDISHE hath said prayers and
read devine service and preached in the said chappeli of EUXTON for a very ful l
congregation there, but the roofe of the said chappell of EUXTON fallinge into
Decay and beinge wi thout of Repairs (through some pretensions made by the
present MOLYNEAUX or his agents to the chappell as being buil t (although out of
the memory o f man) by some of the ancestors and standing upon his land hee
would appropriate the chappell to his own private use and temporal advantage)
there hath been no preachings there for several years by past yet about five years ago
there was a publique and general meetinge of most of the inhabitants with one Mr.
JOHN FARNWORTHa e s t a t e agent for the sayde Lord Molyneaux whoe dide then
state and affirme to the sayde inhabitants of EUXTON that if they would at their
owne charges repaire the sayd chappell (which was then very ruinous) they might
have the sayd chappell freely (without any hindrance or interruption by the sayd
Lord Molyneaux or any of his heirs) for any orthodox Minister to read devine
service and preach in, whereupon the sayd inhabitants of EUXTON att their owne
proper charges very well repaired the Roofs of the said chappell wi th slates and
fixed a new lock upon the chappell doors and kept it locked upp for the better
preservation of the chappell for Gods worship therein, but notwithstandinge the
sayd M r John Farnworth as agent for the sayd Lord Molyneaux in or about the
month of Novembre laste gott the key of the sayd chappell doors into his owne
hands and being since requested by the present VICAR OF LEYLAND and the
churchwarden for EUXTON quarter to deliver the sayd key, he utterly deny the
same, revolting from his former promise and now asserting that neither the whole

ish of LEYLAND nor the inhabitants of the sayd Towne of EUXTONa quarter of
the sayd parish shall have the sayd chappell of EUXTON and longer for publique
worhsippe of God according to the CHURCH OF ENGLAND that the same chappell
is and hereafter must be for the sayd Lord Molyneaux and for sure onlye as hee
pleaseth and not otherwise. May it therefore please you Lord Bishop to grant unto
us your Lordships humble petitioners and onlye you Lord Bishop to open the sayd
chappell doors of EUXTON but also you Lord Bishop lycence for an orthodox
minister to read devine service preach and minister the Holy Sacraments there as
formerly and for you Lord Bishop health, happiness and long continuance over us
(as nevertheless in all duty) wee shall ever pray wee your Lord Bishops humbie
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pe t i t i oners hav inge no t o n l y subscr ibed o u r names and markes to th is h u m b l e
pet i t ion bu t alsoe w h a t yea r l y con t r i bu t i ons w e are mos t hear t i l i e and f r e e l y

illinge to pay for the fu tu re to a Min is ter for EUXTON CHAPPELL .

E s d Richard H o d s o n 2 6
T h o m a s T a y l o r 10 0 Thomas W a l m s l e y 2 6

Richard Haddock 2 0 John Slaytor 1 0
J a n eW i t h n e l l ? - Broxops W i d o w 5 0

Henry Birch . 2 6 Thurs tan Shorrocke 2 0
Richard C o w p e rN a i l o r 2 0 Jane Gregson 2 0
John Lowe 10 0 W i l l i a m Boyda l l 2 6
Hugh A r m e t r y d n g e 10 0 A n d r e w Stones 5 0
john Hodson 10 0 Ralph Lane 10 0
Ellis Somner - Junior 5 0 Ol iver Crosse 1 0
Wi l l i am W r i g h t 10 0 Thomas Wha ley 2 0
John Woodcocke 10 0 Richard Har r i son 1 0
James Cr ich ley 5 0 Roger Shorrocke 2 0
Wi l l i am Balshaw 10 0 Henry ? 1 0
Adam Platt 5 0 John ? 3 0
John Bery 5 0 Robert Charnocke 1 0
John Daniel 2 0 Robert Sibberings 1 0
John Kel lshawe 5 0 Ra lph Wins tan ley 2 0
Thomas Calderbank 10 0 H e n r y Crosse 2 0
Richard Roscoe 5 0 Henry Shorrocks 2 0
Elizabeth Somner - W i d o w 5 0 Total p /a . 10 7 6
James Lawe 5 0
Wi l l iam Cr i t ch ley 2 6
James Wins tan ley 1 0
Margaret Ffarer 5 0
Jane Slater 5 0
Thurston Shorrocke 10 0
Henry S m i t h 5 0

Notes: a) The pe t i t i on - cur ren t ly l odged w i t h the Registrar, Diocesan Offices,
Blackburn, is unda ted and unsigned, bu t f rom Bishop Cartwr ight?s d ia ry
the date of presentat ion is given as 1687 A.D. It was presented by a M r .
Walmsley, Vicar o f Ley land 1684 - 1689.

b) It establishes quite clearly that Molyneaux looked upon the structure as
his own property and i f the details in the petition are reliable, then he
went to some peculiar ways to have it repaired,

©) Al though the manuscript is in remarkable condition for one so old,
parts of it have suffered from the ravages of time and some dif f iculty
has been experienced in certain areas in reading and transcribing the
information. Where this has occurred gaps have been lef t in the
contents.



A p p e n d i x6 ( i )

t r a n s c r i p t o f w h a t w a s t h e S u b m i s s i o n t o t h e B i s h o p o f C h e s t e r
conce rn ing the A p p o i n t m e n t o f a Cura te to the Chape l o f E u x t o n .

?To the Reverend Father in God Samuel, Lord Bishop of Chester?, ?I, James
Armetriding of Euxton in the County of Lancaster Gentleman having the free and
Sole Nominacion donation and presentation o f a Minister or Curate to the
Chappell of Euxton aforesaid wi th in your Lordship?s Diocese, do hereby nominate
and present Richard Clayton Clerk to be Curate thereof and do humbly request that

y o u r Lordshipp wi l l be pleased to admit to licence him thereto. In Witness whereof
Ihave hereunder put my hand and seal the first day of February in the year of our
Lord One thousand seven hundred and twentyeight

(Signed) James Armetriding.

Witness thereof :-

(Signed) Law. Walker.

Thomas Gerrard.

The pe t i t i on is embossed w i t h a stamp va lued at 8d. (E ightpence i n p re -
dec imal isat ion coinage w h i c h is a lmost three a n d a h a l f pence i n dec ima l
terminology).



A p p e n d i x6 (ii)
incumbents of Euxton Chapel (Church) from 1752 - 1800.

Details abstracted from the Bishop of Chester's Act Book, March 1752 - 1800. Chester
Record Office reference E D A / 1 / 6 - Euxton (L) Pages 3,7 and 101.

Year. Detail.

1752. Page 3.

October 16th.

Fuxton Chapel. Richard Meadowcroft B.A. o f St. Johns, Cambridge was
Licensed to the Chapel o f Euxton in the Parish o f
Leyland and County of Lancaster at the nomination of
John A r m e t r i d i n g of A r m e t r i d i n g i n Euxton,
Gentleman. Item 14 in the book reference.

1753. Page 7.

June 10th

£uxton Chapel. John Lowes was Licenced to the Chapel of Euxton in the
Parish of Leyland and the County of Lancaster at the
nominat ion of John Armet r id ing o f Armet r id ing ,
Gentleman, by the Chancellor. Item 48 in the book
reference.

Extract f r o m the B ishop?s A c t B o o k 1760 - 1776.

Ref. EDAI /7 .147V .

1774. L icence o f James A r m e t r i d i n g C.L. to the Chape l o f
June 20th E u x t o n in the C o u n t y o f Lancas te r v o i d b y the

resignation of John Lowes C L on the acceptance of the
Euxton Chapel. ?_ said James Armetriding the undoubted patron.



A p p e n d i x6 ( i i i )
extract f r o m the B lshop?s A c t B o o k

paf:EDA/1. Items a t v ,

Year.

1795.

Euxton Parish Church.

92V,93 & 101

Detai l .

Page 42.

Licence of John Lowes to the perpetual curacy o f Euxton
in the County of Lancaster void by the death of James
Armetr id ing on the nomination of Thomas Armetr id ing
C L the patron.

N o t e s {a) W h y d id Lowes return after an interva l o f some twenty -one years?

(b) James A r m e t r i d i n g appears to have been succeeded by another
member of the A r m e t r i d i n g fami ly . Was Thomas A r m e t r i d i n g a
son, nephew, bro ther etc ?

(©) The title of ?Parish Church? as used in the Act Book presumably
referred to the civil and not the ecclesiastical parish. The creation
of the chapel (church) as a Parish Church did not occur unt i l
September 6th 1892 by Act of Queen Victoria - almost one hundred
years later.

1799. Page 93.

December 12th.

Buxton. Commiss ion to John Hal ton , Clerk , Batchelor in D i v i n i t y
to qua l i f y Robert Procter, C le rk to be l icensed to the
perpetual curacy o f Euxton in the County o f Lancaster.

1799. Page 93.

December 24th

Euxton. Licence of Robert Procter, Clerk to the perpetual curacy of
Euxton in the County o f Lancaster v o i d b y the death o f
John Lowes , C l e r k , o n the n o m i n a t i o n o f James
Arme t r i d i ng , Clerk, Master of Ar ts , the patron,

Note. I f James Armetriding was deceased in 1795 it would seem the transfer o f the
patronage to Thomas Armetr id ing was not actioned by the Bishop of
Chester's records ?



ext

A p p e n d i x 6 (iv)
ract f r o m t h e B ishop?s A c t B o o k

Ref: EDA1/9. I tems 41V, 92V, 93 & 101

Year. Detail.

Licence o f H e n r y Brierley, Clerk, to be Assistant Curate of
september 2ist.  Euxton i n the C o u n t y o f Lancaster on the nomina t i on o f

E u x t o n

Notes: (a)

(b)

( )

(d)

the Reverend Robert Procter the Curate. Stipend
£50 0s 0d per annum.

Al though Procter is shewn as the Curate of Euxton, he was non-
resident and had a plurality of livings and resided in Claughton where
he held that l iving in addition to running a private school there. In a
petition by Procter to the Bishop of Chester dated 28th March 1804 he
sought dispensation f rom having to move to the Euxton area.
Brierley, after his appointment, apparently resided in the Chorley area
for which he paid a fee of £20 Os Od per year. Details of his address are
not known. There was no parsonage house at this date. In an Act
passed in the 43rd year of the reign of George III, persons such as
Procter were required to reside in their parish, but Procter never
seemed to have done this. In the petitions to the Bishop of Chester by
Procter it is clearly stated there was no convenient residence in Euxton
at that time as most of the properties were of poor standard.

In a letter to Brierley by one W. Nicholls Esquire - probably a member
of the Bishop of Chester?s staff - it is stated that the late John Lowes
resides in the manshion house of his own estate which stood at the
?Northern extremity of the Chapelry?. The letter is dated 21st March
1804.

F o l l o w i n g f u r t h e r enquir ies, i t appears Br ier ley w h i l s t res iden t in
C h o r l e y , o c c u p i e d one o f th ree cot tages w h i c h a c c o r d i n g to
in fo rma t ion received, was in the Park R o a d / M a r k e t Street area.

The detai ls quoted at Appendices 6(i)( i i )( i i i ) a n d (iv) are reproduced /
i nc luded b y permiss ion o f The Cheshire Record Of f ice and Chester
Diocesan Record Office. Letter dated 25 March 1993 reference 12 /2 /CB .



A p p e n d i x 6 (v)
extracts f rom Letter of Nominat ion etc., for Euxton Chapel (Church).

T h e fo l low ing detai ls are contained in documents held by the Registrar, Diocesan
Offices, Cathedral Close, Blackburn.

1838.
Buxton
8th January

Notes: (a)

)

©

@

Presentation to the Liv ing of Euxton o f the Reverend
John Will iams by :-

Cockayne Fr i th, James Fr i th, W i l l i a m A r m e t r i d i n g Fr i th,
Margaret ta Fr i th, M a r y Jane Fr i th and Eliza Frith.

The Cockayne Frith family represented in this presentation were the
descendants through marriage of James Armetr iding, who in 1728
declared himself to be the undoubted patron of Euxton Chapel
(Church), and as such these people succeeded to the right of patronage.

If James Armetriding was the patron how did he acquire the authority
and at what period in time ?

Wil l iams retained the l iving from 1838 to 1892 apart from a break in
the years 1877 to 1879.

These details are reproduced by verbal permission given by the
Diocesan Regist rar at the Diocese o f B lackburn , Cathedra l Close,
B lackburn in 1992.
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Append ix6( v i )
vicars of Euxton Parish Church following the creation by Act of Queen Victoria on
ah september 1892 in that it became the Parish Church on that date.

Year Name of Vicar Years in Post.

1892 Reverend HJ.G. BELOE 1892-1919 7

1919 Reverend W.L. HUGILL 1 9 1 9 - 1 9 3 2 ?

1933 Reverend T. MASON 1933 - 1942

1942 Reverend H.C. HILL 1942-1947

1947 Reverend W. HOPE 1947-1973 4¢

1974 Reverend D. RATTT 1974 - todate 7

In almost one h u n d r e d years, o n l y six vicars have served the par ish. N o t h i n g
appears to be k n o w n o f the f i rst four named, the latter t w o vicars are fo r tunate ly
still alive a t this date. There are no plates o r detai ls o f any of them, and i t is for
serious cons idera t ion whe the r th is lack o f i d e n t i t y s h o u l d be correc ted and

p e r m a n e n t records be set u p i n the vestry o f the church.



A p p e n d i x6 ( v i i )

abstract f rom a paper held in the Registry, Diocesan Offices, Blackburn.

Euxton Chapel - 12th October 1752.

Mr. Richard Meadowcroft

BA. St Johns, Cantab.

Judgement for Deacons Orders.

Nomination on Removal of Reverend John Heskin.

?fo the Right Reverend the Lord Bishop of Chester to be left at the Post Office in
Durham, and got to him with speed and care by Rochdale?.

?Jo the Right Reverend Lord Bishop of Chester, I John Armetriding gentleman the
true and undoubted Patron of the Chappell of Euxton in the County of Lancastr and
Diocese of Chester now vacant by the removal of the Revd M r John Heskin last
officiating minister there the sole gift of which being my prerogative or Right, do
hereby nominate Mr. Richard Meadowcroft, Batchelor of Arts, of St. Johns
Cambridge to officiate in the same (if by your Lordships approbation he shall be
found worthy o f the sacred order of Deacon) ti l l he shall be provided of some other
Ecclesiastical preferment.

I a m , m y Lord, y o u r Lordsh ips most obedient and most humble servant?.

(Signed) John Armet r id ing .

Notes: (a) Who was John Armetr iding who signed this paper? What relation
was he to James Armetriding? H o w did he acquire the patronage?

(b) W h y was H e s k i n removed? There are n o detai ls o f th is at Chester or
the Diocesan Office, Blackburn.
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A p p e n d i x 7

authority dated 12th September 1724
Given byPeregrineGastre l l , Vicar General and official Principal of Francis, Lord
Bishop of Chester to install Pulpit, Reading Desk, Clerk?s Pew, seats and forms in
guxton Chapel (Church).

«pEREGRINE GASTRELL Esq?, Batchelor of Laws, Vicar General and Official
principal o f the Right Reverend Father in God. Francis by Devine permission Lord
Bishop of CHESTER, TO ALL CHRISTIAN people to whom these presents shall
come. GREETING. Whereas the CHAPEL OF EUXTON in the parish of LEYLAND
within the COUNTY OF LANCASTER and DIOCESE of CHESTER is whol ly
destitute o f conveniences for DEVINE SERVICE, having neither PULPIT,
READING DESK, PEW, FORM, nor SEAT in it, and WHEREAS THEREFORE (to
the end that DEVINE SERVICE may be hereafter performed in the same, and the

TER and C H A P E L CLERK w h o shall of f ic iat there f rom t ime to t ime have
the benefit o f the pews, seats and forms to be bu i l t therein, N o other subsistence o r
salary being as yet p r o v i d e d for them,) app l ica t ion hath been made to us f o r
AUTHORITY to be granted in manner and to effect fo l low ing . N O W K N O W YE
T H A T W E the said V I C A R G E N E R A L L and O F F I C I A L L P R I N C I P A L L b y these

p r e s e n t s , doe g ive and gran t f u l l L IBERTY, p o w e r and A U T H O R I T Y to the
REVEREND CHRISTOPHER S U D E L L clerk and his successors V I C A R S of the
PARISH C H U R C H of L E Y L A N D aforesaid for the t ime being, b y and w i t h such
charitable con t r i bu t i on as w i l l be obtained in that behalf, to cause a decent and
convenient pu lp i t , Reading Desk, Pews, Seats and Forms to be b u i l t i n the said
CHAPPELL to w i t , the PULPIT, R E A D I N G DESK and CLERK?s p e w at the upper end
of the C H A P P E L L in the aisle one be low another, and the seats and forms on the
NORTH and S O U T H side, in one and the same un i f o rm order, in a line, and the
same height and propor t ion , and afterwards w i t h the assistance o f four or six o f the
most substantial Inhabi tants, and best contr ibutors in the Chapel ry to be named and
chosen by h im or them, f o r that purpose at his and their d iscret ion, to SETT and
LETT the Seats and Forms, at certain reasonable annual Rates or Rents to be forever
fixt and unalterable and payable by QUARTERLY payments to and f o r the sole use
and BENEFIT o f the C U R A T o f the said C H A P P E L L of E U X T O N and the C H A P E L
CLERK for the t ime being alwais prov ided, that the Quarter ly payments f o r any o f
the said Seats or Forms be behind and unpaid for the space of one month after the
same shall become d u e it shal l and may be L A W F U L L for the said V I C A R of
LEYLAND for the t ime being w i t h the assistance o f such a number o f inhabi tants as
aforesaid to LETT such seat or Form to any other person or persons that w i l l take
the same, P R O V I D E D also that every person w h o w i t h the C O N S E N T o f the S A I D
VICAR OF L E Y L A N D shall bu i l d a p e w or seat in the said C H A P P E L L , u n i f o r m
with the rest at his o w n expence and pay for the same TEN POUNDS f o r the use o f
the C U R A T and also every person w h o shall w i t h the same content erect a f o r m
there at his o w n cost a n d charge and pay for the same F O U R or SIX pounds as by
the said V I C A R shall be deemed reasonable according to it?s si tuat ion, for the LIFE
use shall for themselves their heirs and assigns f o r ever to be excused f rom p a y i n g
any RENT for the same and may if they please appropr ia te or annex such seats and
forms to w h a t houses they please, to be apper i tonant for ever after to them, but the
same shall not be at any t ime transferred nor sold, nor shall any p ro f i t or advantage
be made of them to the prejudice o f the C U R A T of the said C H A P E L for the t ime
being in anywise, A N D L A S T L Y for the better securing, pu t t i ng out , and d ispos ing
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the money arising f rom the Seats, and Forms to be ERECTED in the said Chapel
for the sole use benefit and advantage of the Curat thereof for the time being.

We hereby further nominate and appoint the patron and Vicar of the said Parish
Church of Leyland f o r the time being, James Armetr id ing of Euxton aforesaid
oman and his heirs, and the Curat of the said Chapel of Euxton for the time

being, to be JointTrustees and Commissioners, reserving nevertheless the Right
and Jurisdiction of the Ordinary and his power of hearing and determining all
controversies that may hereafter arise in and about the premises. In Witness
whereof we have caused the seal of our office to be put to these presents. Dated at
CHESTER the twelvth day of September in the year of our Lord one thousand
Seven Hundred and Twentyfour.

Signed EDRIS ROBERTS,

v e t y

REG. Dep.
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A p p e n d i x 8
mA true and Perfect A c c o u n t between James A r m e t r i d i n g (Patron) and Richard

Clay ton, Curate to the year 25th July 1733.
£os

20.10.1731. M a l t Bi l l . 18. 14,

Borrowed of him. 1.10.

d

8.

0.

Received from Wi l l iam Brown. 4.15. 0.

More from Wi l l iam Brown. 18. 3,

Received from Richard Slater. 3.16. 6.

More from him. 3.15. 0.

0.Bounty Money. 200. 0.

M e m o r a n d u m

We began service at Euxton Chapel so as to be accounted for f rom June 7th 24th
1729 then is due to Richard Clay ton as fo l lows -

IMPRIMIS.

A Rowt given to James Armetriding - had for year 1730 10.10. 0.

June 7th 24th 1731 Due to Richard Clayton for interest 10. 0. 0.

25 July 1731 Due for his seat 10. 0.

June 7th 24th 1732 Due for interest 10. 0. 0.

25 July 1732 Due for his seat. 10. 0.

June 7th 24th 1733 Due for interest. 10, 0. 0.

25 ju ly 1733 Due for his seat. 10. 0,

18 Jany 1733 I pd. Mr. Armetriding in cash. 117.17, 11.

11 July I paid Robert Stones in Cash at Regan Mawdsley 36. 0. 0.

Paid Mr. Dorset 1 9. 3.



More out of purse as approached by another account. 6. 4.

?Two London (?) from M r Rawstrone. 0 0 8

p a i d for messenger to M r Akhurst - twice. 0 . 2 0.

Due to me forBar ley . 1 1 0 4

19 Aug 1733 1 paid for all year for Mr Chorley and

M r Wi l k i nson came to Euxton. 5. 6.

S . T . 199.12, 0.

My expenses of three journeys to Manchester - at our

chapel - Lawyers Ashcroft Bill, 1.10. 0.

The charge I was put to in defending our chapel I

was faced with (?) visit. Postage of L.T. & Co.

Going obliged to go several journeys. 1. 8 0.

Notes: (a) This paper seems to establish the date when the chapel (church) was
formally taken into use by the Church of England.

(b) De fend ing the chapel? Aga ins t w h a t and w h o m ? There are no
records re la t i ng to these matters. Cou ld th is have been ac t ion b y
suppor ters o f the M o l y n e a u x fami l y i n the v i l lage and s u r r o u n d i n g
areas? Catho l i c wo rsh ip must have been s t rong ly s u p p o r t e d in the
v i l lage at this t ime.



A p p e n d i x 9

L is t of SEATS and FORMS w i t h i n the Chapel o f E U X T O N as they were N u m b e r e d
a n d Rated on S A T U R D A Y , the 14th D a y o f September 1754.

The 11th Form at the N o r t h West corner. P O 21
The 12th Form at the N o r t h West corner. 22.
The 13th Form at the N o r t h West corner. 23.
The 14th Form at the N o r t h West corner. 24,

The 15th Form at the N o r t h West corner. 25.
The 16th Form at the N o r t h West corner. Pi....26,

Location of Seats.
Rated

N u m b e r £. s. d.
?The single seat on the N o r t h side o f the Chapel. Lo 4 4 0.
The Ist Double seat adjoin ing, in the Chapel. 2 8 8 0
?The 2nd Doub le seat ad jo in ing, in the Chapel. 3. 8 8 0.
?The 3rd Double seat ad jo in ing, in the Chapel. 4 8 8 0.
The 4th Double seat ad jo in ing, in the Chapel. 5. 8 8 0.
?The Sth Double seat at the South East Corner. 6 8 & 0
The 6th Double seat adjoin ing. 7. 8 8 0.
?The 7th Double seat adjo in ing & 68 8 0.
The 8th Double seat adjoin ing. 9% 8. 8 O
The single seat on the South. 10. 8 & 0.
The i s t Form C L fo l low ing . lL . 4 4 . 0 .
The 2nd Form C L fo l l ow ing . 1 2 4 4 06

The 3rd Form C L fo l low ing . 3 . 0 4 4 0.
The 4th Form C L fo l low ing . 4 3 3 . 0 .
The 5th Form C L fo l low ing . 15. 3. 3. 0.
The 6th Form C L fo l low ing . 1 6 8 2 2 0
The 7th Form C L fo l l ow ing . 7 2 2 0
The 8th Form CL fo l lowing. } 1 8 0. 0. 0.
The 9th Form CL fo l lowing. } Singers 19. 0. 0. 0.
The 10th Form C L fo l lowing, } 20. 0. 0. 0.

0. 0. 0
0. 0 0
3. 3. 0,
3. 3. 0.
3. 3. 0.
3. 3. 0.

The 17th Form at the N o r t h West corner. 27, 4. 4. 0.
The 18th Form at the N o r t h West corner. 28. 4. 4 0.

The 19th Form Join ing the Single seat on the N o r t h (1st named). 29. 4. 4. 0.

£123.18. 0.

Details obtained from the Lancashire Record Office, Preston per their document
reference PR2908/6/9 and dated as shewn above.
It will be noted that the total sum as shewn is incorrect and should read £128. 2. 0.
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A p p e n d i x 10

Indenture. Conveyance of land and premises to Richard Clayton, Curate o f the
Curacy of Euxton. August 29th 1754.

» t o t h e R e v i M r . B A L D W I N , V i c a r o f L e y l a n d n e a r P r e s t o n i n
p a n c a s h i r e . ?

a s t M a r c h 1 7 3 2 B y I n d e n t i t u r e , T r i p a r t i t e o f t h a t d a t e , m a d e
B e t w e e n J a m e s A r m e t r i d i n g o f A R M E T R I D I N G
w i t h i n E u x t o n , i n t h e C o u n t y P a l a t i n e o f
L A N C A S T E R , G e n t l e m a n , T h o m a s P i n c o c k , W i l l i a m
W o o d c o c k a n d C h r i s t o p h e r S u m n e r a l l o f E u x t o n
a f o r e s a i d G e n t l e m e n o f t h e f i r s t p a r t T h e
G o v e r n o r s o f B o u n t y o f Q u e e n A n n e f o r t h e
A u g m e n t a t i o n o f t h e m a i n t e n a n c e o f t h e P o o r
C l e r g y o f t h e S e c o n d P a r t a n d R i c h a r d C l a y t o n
C l e r k C u r a t e o f t h e c u r a c y o f E u x t o n w i t h i n
t h e P a r i s h o f L e y l a n d i n t h e C o u n t y o f
L a n c a s t e r a n d D i o c e s e o f C h e s t e r o f t h e T h i r d
P a r t T h e M e s s u a g e t o g e t h e r w i t h t h e s e v e r a l
c l o s e s o f l a n d a n d p r e m i s e s f o l l o w i n g w e r e
g r a n t e d a n d c o n v e y e d u n t o t h e s a i d R i c h a r d
C l a y t o n a n d h i s s u c c e s s o r s C u r a t e s o f t h e s a i d
C u r a c y o f E u x t o n f o r t h e p e r p e t u a l
A u g m e n t a t i o n o f t h e s a i d C u r a c y V 1 Z : A l l t h a t
M e s s u a g e o r T e n e m e n t w i t h t h e a p p u r t e n a n c e s
s i t u a t e l y i n g a n d b e i n g i n E u x t o n i n t h e
C o u n t y o f L a n c a s t e r a n d t h e B u i l d i n g s , F i e l d s ,
C o u r t s , Y a r d s , G a r d e n s a n d O r c h a r d s t h e r e u n t o
b e l o n g i n g t o g e t h e r w i t h t h e C l o s e s , C l o s u r e s
o r P a r c e l l s o f L a n d , M e a d o w a n d P a s t u r e
f o l l o w i n g i n E u x t o n a f o r e s a i d c a l l e d t h e C R O F T
o n t h e o t h e r s i d e o f t h e L a n e , t h e N e w C l o s e ,
t h e B a c k h o u s e H e y , t h e T w o H a l l F i e l d s , t h e
T w o W i l l m o r e H e y s , t h e B l a c k c r o f t , t h e t w o
O l d w o m a n s F i e l d s a n d t h e G r e a t M e a d o w , a l l o f
w h i c h c l o s e s o r p a r c e l l s o f L a n d c o n t a i n
t o g e t h e r i n t h e w h o l e E i g h t e e n a c r e s o r
t h e r e a b o u t s T o g e t h e r w i t h a l l a n d S i n g u l a r
O u t h o u s e s , E d i f i c e s , B u i l d i n g s , B a r n s ,
S t a b l e s , Y a r d s , G a r d e n s , O r c h a r d s , W a y s ,
P a t h s , P a s s a g e s , W a t e r , W a t e r c o u r s e s T i m b e r
a n d T r e e s , W o o d s u n d e r w o o d , h e d g e s , d i t c h e s ,
f e n c e s a n d I n c l o s u r e s C o m m o n s C o m m o n o f
P a s t u r e a d v a n t a g e s , p r i v i l e g e s , M o l u m e n t s
H e r d i t a m t S a n d A p p u r t e n c e s w h a t s o e v e r t o t h e
s a i d p r e m i s e s o r a n y p a r t t h e r e o f b e l o n g i n g o r
i n a n y w i s e a p p e r t a i n i n g a n d R e v e r s i o n e t c .



rev? S i r ,

Y o u r l e t t e r o f t h e 2 i s t I n s t a n t t o M r C h e s t e r , h a s
b e e n p u t i n t o my h a n d s a n d t h e a b o v e i s a c o p y o f t h e
D e s c r i p t i o n o f t h e s e v e r a l p a r c e l i s o f L a n d a n d
P r e m i s e s a s t h e y w e r e c o n v e y e d t o t h e C u r a t e o f
E u x t o n , a n d h i s s u c c e s s o r s f o r t h e p e r p e t u a l
a u g m e n t a t i o n o f t h a t C u r a c y .

L i n c o l n Inn , I am Revd S i r
a u g t 2 9 t h 1 7 5 4 . Y o u r v e r y h u m b l e S e r v a n t ,

HENRY MONTAGUE,
S e c r e t a r y t o t h e Gov®rs o f
Queen A n n e ? s B o u n t y .



A p p e n d i x 11
qranscript of the details concerning the Visitation of the Archdeacon of the Diocese

o f Chester in the year 1816.

TQ T H E R E V E R E N D T H E M I N I S T E R OF E U X T O N .

R e v e r e n d S i r ,

you a r e t o g i v e p u b l i c n o t i c e i n y o u r C h a p e l t h e n e x t S u n d a y a f t e r
t h i s c o m e s t o y o u r H a n d s t h a t t h e R e v e r e n d UNWIN CLARKE, C l e r k ,
m a s t e r o f A r t s , R u r a l D e a n o f a l l a n d s i n g u l a r t h e R u r a l
p e a n e r i e s , w i t h i n t h e A r c h d e a c o n r y o f C h e s t e r , o r h i s l a w f u l
s u r r o g a t e w i l l h o l d h i s C o u r t o f V i s i t a t i o n a n d f o r t h e P r o b a t e o f
w i l l s , a n d g r a n t i n g L e t t e r s o f A d m i n i s t r a t i o n w i t h i n h i s
j u r i s d i c t i o n , i n t h e P A R I S H CHURCH OF CHORLEY u p o n F r i d a y t h e
q g n i r t y f i r s t D a y o f May n e x t a n d b y a d j o u r n m e n t a t t h e R o y a l O a k .

A l s o y o u a r e t o g i v e N o t i c e t o a l l y o u r C h a p e l W a r d e n s a n d
s i d e s m e n , b o t h O l d a n d N e w , t o a p p e a r a t t h e h o u r o f O N E i n t h e
a f t e r n o o n , i n t h e p l a c e a f o r e s a i d ; t h e O l d t o m a k e a n d g i v e t h e i r
p r e s e n t m e n t s , a n d t o b r i n g t h e i r T e r r i e r s h e r e t o f o r e o m i t t e d : a n d
t o t h e N e w , t o t a k e t h e i r O a t h s f o r t h e d u e E x e c u t i o n o f t h e i r
o f f i c e f o r t h e y e a r e n s u i n g . A n d a i l p e r s o n s w h o h a v e a n y w i l l s
t o p r o v e , o r L e t t e r s o f A d m i n i s t r a t i o n t o t a k e , a r e t h e n a n d t h e r e
t o a p p e a r t o t h a t p u r p o s e .

a n d y o u a r e r e q u e s t e d a t t h e same t i m e t o g i v e N o t i c e , t h a t b y a n
a c t o f P a r l i a m e n t , p a s s e d i n t h e 5 5 t h y e a r o f h i s p r e s e n t
M a j e s t y ? s R e i g n , i t i s e n a c t e d , T h a t e v e r y p e r s o n w h o s h a l l
a d m i n i s t e r a n y p a r t o f t h e P e r s o n a l E s t a t e o f a n y p e r s o n d y i n g
a f t e r t h a t d a y , w i t h o u t p r o v i n g t h e w i l l , o r t a k i n g o u t l e t t e r s o f
A d m i n i s t r a t i o n o f s u c h P e r s o n a l E s t a t e w i t h i n S i x C a l e n d a r M o n t h s
a f t e r t h e D e a t h o f t h e P e r s o n s o d y i n g , f o r f e i t ONE HUNDRED
POUNDS, o u t o f h i s own G o o d s a n d C h a t t e l s , a n d ALSO TEN PER CENT
ON THE AMOUNT o f t h e S t a m p D u t y .

A n d f o r p u b l i s h i n g h e r e o f y o u a r e t o c e r t i f y a t t h e T i m e a n d P l a c e
a f o r e s a i d , u n d e r y o u r h a n d , r e m i t t i n g t h e s e P r e s e n t s , t o g e t h e r
w i t h a P r e s e n t m e n t a n d C e r t i f i c a t e o f t h e E l e c t i o n o f t h e n e w
o f f i c e r s , s i g n e d b y Y o u r s e l f a n d t h e p r e s e n t W a r d e n s .

T h i s n o t i c e w a s p u b l i s h e d i n
t h e C h a p e l o f E u x t o n a f o r e s a i d ,
on S u n d a y t h e 2 1 s t D a y o f A p r i l 1 8 1 6 . ( S i g n e d ) WM. WARD

REGISTRAR



t h e R e v e r e n d a n d w o r s h i p f u l UNWIN CLARKE, C l e r k , M a s t e r o f
T O s R u r a l Dean o f a l i and S i n g u l a r t h e R u r a l D e a n e r i e s w i t h i n
v e? A r c h d e a c o n r y o f C h e s t e r , o r h i s l a w f u l S u r r o g a t e .

t h e M i n i s t e r and C h a p e l w a r d e n o f t h e C h a p e l r y o f E u x t o n i n t h e
We n t o f L a n c a s t e r a n d D i o c e s e o f C h e s t e r , d o h e r e b y c e r t i f y ,
Chat t h e f o l l o w i n g P e r s o n s w e r e u p o n t h e 1 5 t h D a y o f A p r i l 1 8 1 6

l y e l e c t e d t o s e r v e t h e O f f i c e o f W a r d e n s o f t h e s a i d C h a p e l r y
ee EUXTON f o r t h e y e a r e n s u i n g t o w i t :

( S i g n e d ) JAMES PLATT New W a r d e n .

Ag w i t n e s s O u r h a n d s t h i s 3 l s t D a y o f M a y 1 8 1 6 .

( S i g n e d ) HENRY BRIERLEY. M i n i s t e r .

James P l a t t . Warden .

s



Appendix 12 (i)

The cost of such Enlargement, w i t h
Fitt ings complete, as per

estimate or contract, w i l l be

The exertions wh ich have been al-
ready made to raise the

necessary funds, are

The produce of those exertions, is

The o n l y f u r t h e r exer t ions that can
be made, are

£ 2 5 7 . 10. 0.

Soliciting subscriptions from every
frowsona t a l l aorosted tn, 0b con-
nectedw t h the Toonshifr.

a b o u t £ 7 1 0 . 0. 0.

Mone whuhooverMuch o f the f r o p r l y
tx the Faonship be fo the R o m a n
Catholic Proprietor; a n d the
t rhaktants are lenants a t rack rent a n d
much burthened with Poor.

WE do hereby cert i fy, Tha t we consent to the proposed Enlargement o f the

C h a p e l B u x t o n as above, in the Parish of L e y l a n d n the

County of L a m c a s b o r a n d Dioceseot C h e s t e r .

Dated this day of

(Signed) UW. Chester

Gigned)J a m e s L i m e h i d i n g

Gigned) R. J. Procter

Ord inary .

Patron.

Incumbent.



A p p e n d i x 12 (ii)

Applicationfrom fhe L l e i r t i e r B e d S e v c k . l a r woes
on b e h a l fofthe Seconds hash o f O G toer y e
for d i fooaris the ENLARGEMENTg r a l tgdath f e eChejhel

;a t é ? a r e dee

?The Township ws situated
in the Parah o f¢ ) Cerveot

In the Diocee of  L f h e w t e e
and Archi

' - Bo H e Are a e dr a t e
?Tuepopulation, oe takenintheyear 182 _ .

o f the Towaship,is - - 73 5 0 ) 6 M m e k eucrmacidand
t and of the Parish ? 9 ° 9 5

?The preset provisionof Church-room

in the Towuship, is for /S f
In the Parish, is for s a r y

O fseb present provision the actual .

|

number of free and un-

{ appeepnated Sutungs,
ro An the Township, ia for wo foe e a t s

In the Parish, is for Sos ov P o o h .

The proposed addition of Church r a s l t a v t 7 o s. roo, beyondthe pre-
teat provision, ia for / 2 9 B I r C r i c d e

and isto be obtained by Are Ben te o h e lb
(Waremserttha mature ¢°, eae a a wow
t e Ealarg met u s h b f U m e r

t n See fhe le he 64%.
oler e b a

?The sctualp r o p o r t i o nof frenaod wa. ? A ty

_prroprietndScagR a e P E d y , A v e
ween teallotted,n addinonto s a n ? 22, we tn oF S .

the present provision, 1s A a v e r SS l e e t . Uakaluee

a |allowed f iw cach ise in

The B u i l d i n gi s o f E°Zeste ~ yeae wien i a l : T a r e e
den pheensl p

? : Me-° T e c h a s e , description, and di- a t e l y _ i g h &

mension o f the Additionsare C i e l a - t o y F'sL E be t o f a \
tetdbey: y t i a :

M o b t y % t e r e B at
>

9 Man 30 4beaut,sawingthe prrsens Arrangraca! and propoted Akardien lo ropebach 5+ r

G a di g e c e a f F -
f e F t e h
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A p p e n d i x 1 3

RATING ASSESSMENTS

?The following details shew some of the background aspects to the work of the
erseers of the Poor (appointed at the Vestry Meeting and which could form part

of the churchwarden?s duties).

foundation of l iabil i ty to Poor Rate and therefore to the Rates which are now
jevied is in the Poor Relief Act of 1601, by which the Overseers (predecessors of the

Rating Authority) were directed to raise weekly or otherwise by taxation of every
inhabitant, VICAR and other, and of every occupier of Lands, houses ....... and also
competent sums of money for the necessary relief of the lame, impotent, old, blind,
peing poor and not able to work ?

Before the passing o f the Parochial Assessments Act 1836, it was by no means
uncommon to levy the rate on some fraction of the yearly value of the property.
This Act provided a definit ion of ?Net Annual Value? - ?the rent at which the
roper ty might reasonably be expected to let from year to year, free of ali usual
tenant's rates and taxes and deducting the probable average annual cost of repairs,
jnsurance and other expenses necessary to maintain it in a state to command such
rent.?

Overseers had almost complete autonomy on rating although there was a right of
appeal at the Quarter Sessions. During the early twentieth century the Overseers
collected many other rates and the system needed overhauling. In the Rating and
Valuation Act 1925 Overseers were abolished and their functions given to the

present Rating Authorities together with the provision of a General Rate.

From the Dist r ic t Va luer and Valuat ion Off icer, Preston. 1984.



Appendix 14 (i)
? ? ?

? Rovces Coma
? f e r S2 t te w a Pines Rome ganiteh

?The Comalusicnsreappointed byHie Mnjcaly, byLetersPotentsmdee the GreatSeal, fa onpuire, amougysiher
iingh bole thsRecoasasofalt Meelesiansca! enefics,Doaniivr, PerpuintCaracies, and Chepairian, desire the
juombalf Cewofire so to mabe of i l l and particular

Basnanin replyte c a c hof the wijousdArticleso fEnquiry, tobe farrlywritten wmder the samein the Spate f i
f u Be Perperon f i sPeps or i f theReply canna be comvenily wri a fhesae,thn onanal Shee So

Je saan bev, mehStacnents lobo aeocally numbered 0 ar 1 corrapandwith the Numberofsch oft e
priciaayeadfo trenmaisthe ArbelesofEnquiry, ond theStaemmmisin repiy, te the Comesinioners, om or before
ae15hDey of Novemborneat, uddroned =ToThe UnierSecrwterywfState, HomeOfice, Lonien;* adding
othe Cornur *Eeclensstes! RewenattCoossisaen? .

?Bra Covmsimioncrshave adeped i s Mode af secking the Information wMhtheyoredirected byHit Bqjesly to
sbiela, roying00tinDispesivenof alt Fueumbens lo gine sahful, orroct, ond explicit Answersatw i lensble the |

?Coaminionarsfofolfltha TatentionsofHicBfajeny in suingtheCommission.
RUtheDesireoftheConmaimioncry het, whereax Incumbent hes boon in Pomsation faethanThreeYoare, M shontd

nencthcienwaletheropeired Siaitmends, reepectinghis own DencfceorCart,after he shall Leneebtainelthebeat
T y f w a d i i o ninhisPower, iy O r d e rof thaBan

a e r a t e
ARTICLES OF ENQUIRY.

Suca 1, The Nameo f theRevaicey and the Name of euch Chapelry ( i f say} thereto beloaging, mot laving x |
L i n Cafal. Para os Aer Chepet blrgengK a t t e .

L . Whoiberi t i a a Rectory, Vicarage,Doaative, o f Terpeiaa)Curcy t e Chapelry,and i f w i tho r without
f C u r eof Souk

{ A f l g f o t e e t Cragg, wth Core f bool.

I

?pTewtoatheRosary belongs, o r i reputedto belong,i f this Hamabe not a Racary, \

E i f e a t Shee H h Bifebey one f a r t H e Andwitnb p f a t e A l t )

?4T n hatCountyandDiceme,asd i n whatDeanery,the Benton be locallysituate,
Aa the burly d r e i tan tha Bivesceo f H i l , a i d Buanery o fK a y l a

&Whethersubjectto Eplicspal,orto soreeandwhat Fecalinr Juraetl |
M b t t t y G a n d i a l p i m i t t i o n. :

= &The Nasero f the Incombentsad dhaDateof his Admission, - - -

0
1. Te whomtheAdvowasa beloagpor(s wo =

GE Donne ghtfeClay I E Miho apteliivesof thenf l?Ee Limon e t B a e a l li o r s H y e
n e i in

n o e Lani o f sheD a c , rowing heA m o t t machCopa (4on)

Whi tputther n i n g te a Coneseof 9994 waa E04.
®. Hew many Carsten,i f any,areemployedby Ure Incumbent.
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y e w f f i r Formers

11ctieManber of Ghuch andC p e aad Mew many Pervans hey are screnlly capableo fo
l i a l B r n 0 a ble Y a c c o r P o e yogfo rm Foon W T A = q

Grim Bscrheid and
14,WhatDat p p g S e t o i Ons B A Y f inedom ae.

G E E o O S S g S S S f o e eat

TS Whetherthereiso Glebe Hocse fit fortheRnidonaeof thaIncumbent,ana {Funcwhy?
Wine ne Ebb Mrmeee »

S a ec cisit a s LateGiaHoan snesA or R e a i s hen o d ywhom aecupiad 5 sn if theee be we Glebe Floss, acsnesft forResilonee, whatTent is paid by
i T e n e m e n tfo HoweooLaying?

We forkfred for aB o e rKirt. fsa Conmore, G l i n ,

16Tae GeosA m e s Da r e e ? T n c a m eo f the Banefioe(induding tlerea aud statung tle Aunouat of
Somawhich 0i n t e ren in?unpa l ,t a d h i c h are not arpacted to bereceived) en aa

?rtnyetTir Younpsye g M i i
t ait Ligh Hann 6 chAnnet dasome of Coal epeln a Keng
3 W b duaneonde,Mik e a b i n a c19H vteeCIDE I I

18 Flowwch thervelfom Lan, wha the rlet, or in the Tncumbent's Occupation ; aadalse, ifa n y ,how
mech from 1 Tomes,

Ly23.1. f o m n d Aiheryfrom Mevasealors,

I. 17, Flew much Uhereof freesTebes,taken in Kind.
1 A i l ing .

16,Hawmwetthereatfram C o m p o s i t i o n sforTiles.

A d s .

10, How muchthereof from Corn Rewis. aot

Artherg a
Flewpachchro fom Divilndso¢I n e r t aruung thom fleck in the Pallic Ponda,or Most |

sppreprnted oc in any Menner sacuredto theDatafien

2.
+ 41. Maw mock reveal from Supenils, Pensions,of some andwhutother hindof BredMoney

o
Det loverfusr klnnyraeen for nandiong finscyors omy o o o big f r o l l

a i e bape 4

H i b .
{ 3 Flaw munch thereu!fromSurplion and other Fass.

UE hagpbx FL fosFaanade mmtey aoengge 1ee 10R l i g y epar Bormann
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ina fh.Howmuch ereot Fras ocho Searcee net bekare deaoibed, naminghem,vodtheAmountfemsack,

Metheny.
7

85 TheGrow A m o u c taf t e Vrorhy Paymentschargedepon and nade out of the Income of t e
BoneticsandG i l Land occupiedby the Tncambant, (ekeept Rata wad Tuas inreapectofthe Olele
Meuse ned Ocwy?Faymants in ropeofaay Marignge unde the Aste colletOiibers's Actig?
Ropar nnd Scpend toany CarsteorCarsten)onan Averageof These Yearspast, c o d i n gna nlorassid,

Tove ane v08 Yurrly flasyw r eTechanwept? f o r widmire w t
f l e P i a f ??ondf l h i d G t i h n n m l i t :

?96. Teo Amountof each Clausof tuch Yearly Paywionts, madar uspropaTila,

Ganvered mm Ae@forasadons,+

:

1

b= gtThe Now Amountaf the Avemge Anmzual Income of thoReselct, aflerdeducingw l Payments |
ee

?Nets [Itaroqomied tht ne DelavanbewadeSarthe AvmestofSamedns l remaining uspaié, ough nat
1 smpesed 0 be reecirat}

G o s wre ne BedaDhrrr-

?mb Whathertho A m o u n tof thaNet Yeurly Produet, to bestaledje porauance oftheprecedlogEnquiry,
may. in che Jndgroeatof thn Incumbent,on fullC o n s i d e r a t i o naf theNitare ofhis Revenues, be

faidy rockeond ae me the Average Amount,c o v a t a u a l b a sAnaisof tha Not YourlyP r o d u c eofsch,
R o v e n s c s ,fortheFutura;of, Wheiker « greaterarloss Voaly Sum may, in bit Judgmnat he

expociad,andtowhet Amiouat, scx!for what Rewoun,

CB Scranton kav le mraarh hata vs f l Be omy
- few thomas rs Hi henrde idEerste.baler ag te the Se (ea Wat4 oe A S S f m t e p i d t h f ,

@a 1059. a n dMatteufiee He ugh hea i fascstal nmrinlh o s e sGMa l m a f o i nP e d A R I E , b t T o oreAM t a d d bgwigy ) q

e tn e e e tg oon p r g S G E L AAgenGeGfarraie, Keke *antagfrom Lofhnatioa Lebe a a d ome, bsf a i nveneehethed r a s 1 , r o n g
A v e t t r e v l o nbenta n v 5 G a g e sotf i m GifYfrinraoe Croke vara fer i

. sehen, that Kaifmensea ts realy Ale s o r Oe a p e s ? oeM in tmada k s peclocsponne B e f e o N tt Ime thaf r s t r i h e a l O f t e .



? a i e 2%,Lncase there ore taytomy Chargesex the Benefice, speelty
?Amcontof the Youly P a m a o o p s , abe Nateo fsockCharge andthe

hereof,ond st what Timeihe wuacewill mince.

PRive aneone ongfrsany Kargee om Khe.P o m p .

$90 Incase there are anyether Yously Daymanaislacideat tothe
winch, in theOpinion ofthe lacumbeat, cuphttobesated,peciythuNerure aadAraceaethereet

Mespectively, and wich urharParticlary eo he maydeste neceasiey,

Rene anuns an O ftay cnr tnerdorTe HhBanefuie.

Tena,though wot emvaal Chargestheceoa,

51.WiwtherUbe Incombentofthe Bamofice Is i n right t h e r t o l ,Puronof
DevotionPerpetaalCerncy,atChapelry, sad givethe Nomethereot,

CE bamentictiewitft i t in of ay Baberliakhimefin. &

Po
38. TeeNemaorproperTile ofeveryDignity, Prabend,Canonty,ead etherFaclmiaitice! Prefermant bo

?57CathoitatotCallaneChurch ot Colleguta Chapel rod of evecy Bevetca, Donative, Perpetua}
Garey, or Cuapelty, wih ot without Cate, sod in what County, Dincase, and Deanery thesama
any los nidof regetherReclaianical Profermanty of whatanevarKind,tirehabd hy the Tamers
?Rents and this required eatwalistanding ha may slready have ovale «S u l e m c a tofmech Puasabaprerranceof any ether Eoquiry radeby tha Commindoners.

E S n u u n b u c tel Quittin, Kifpl ot t h e r e Snrisndeclt of Hh
npsliral larsiy of M a n l e ywn Hhafilarerdif r i ley or He.

O L E I E E , ves b i l e tiede n y f f
R o b a .

Myfod wht BateianiasY

7

S e e m
? A i b i t f o o t h i n n e s tof tewit f lar ls lar l Craryry Coat i re a T

barelye t y AeclaresTat 1 ane,intheStatementswisby wine l y othescral Arica of Baquiry proposed °

fo meby he Comminivecrs eppeinted by Ha Madsto enquire(amamgualler Things) indo he Reermsarand
Perroneof08 Rensfors Devaivon, Perrtual Cerin,end Chapelici with orwill Cart, g i t li bestof

Sep Joyner,Lefersaion,andBef, afullendparticularsate of i t MastersandThings vupaved by rushdeicin
OfL a g a yi be etal bymt, Witney Hand, his K e f t r e t hD a t Ahrvernbar.taba Yor of oe
tote a



A p p e n d i x 1 5

ac ts regulating Marriages and Registration - 1836.

Twocogna te A c t s r e g u l a t i n g marr iages and registrat ion in England were placed on
statute Book i n the year 1836. By the f i rs t o f these Acts, t w o n e w modes o f

ebrating marr iage were p rov ided w i t h o u t in te r fe r ing w i t h the o ld pr iv i leges o f
t he established C h u r c h in regard to mar r i age b y licence or banns. W h i l s t the

n t i a l cond i t i ons o f no t i ce a n d p u b l i c i t y were c a r e f u l l y secured , t he
yintendent Regist rar o f each d is t r i c t was e m p o w e r e d e i ther to author ise the

celebration of mar r i age in a d u l y registered place o f wo rsh ip , but in presence o f a
gistrict registrar, OF to solemnise the ceremony h imse l f , w i t h o u t any re l i g ious

ice, in his o w n off ice. C le rgymen o f the Church o f England were const i tu ted
Registrars f o r m a r r i a g e s c e l e b r a t e db y themselves and were b o u n d to fu rn i sh the

Su r intendent Registrars w i t h cert i f ied entr ies o f such marriages. The Act was
compl ica ted by av a r i e t yo f safeguards, enforced b y heavy penalt ies against f raud

and evasion, bu t its leading features were s imp le and have p r o v e d effect ive f o r
their purpose

I t marked an advance on the earlier Marriage Bill of Russell, since i t not only
allowed dissenters to m a r r y in their o w n chapels, bu t to marry wi thout the banns

being published in the parish church.

esse!

?The rules laid down by the first Act for registration of marriages were an integral
t of a general registration system established by the second Act, and embracing

births and deaths as well as marriages. This system rendered possible by the
division of the country into UNIONS (Poor Law) brought under effective control
the old parochial registers which had been loosely kept for three centuries. The
statistical value of these returns checked and digested in a central department was
fully recognised. The special provisions for the registration of deaths were also of
the utmost service in the prevention of disease and crime.

Not until after this Act of 1836 was it realised by the mass of people not only that a
sudden death would probably be fol lowed by a Coroner's Inquest, but that every
death with its circumstances must be treated as a matter of public concern and duly
notified.

Still more important in its result has been the requirement of a medical statement
on the cause o f death, a requirement which at that time brought about the
discovery of numerous murders and greatly checked the commission of others.
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A p p e n d i x 16 (i)

. cey
YQ G a n t s M a r t y , L a n e a s h e

NOTE Teprovidstabs, poruasie ancoiio 4 calledig ts WhCoastisllon! Role gf tbs Socety,a
1 felons,wader ninth ALONE,the Sacisty 1 maborsedOy theerste4208 ? MY the hot of F e r r p u r a i o nbsgoosttay

4k CONSTITUTIONAL ROLE. ,
?Ths Comaliins reatLarty Uo 768kalk sowncds tha ropesafCaunches undChapel, wk have

{el Inte attate af prot dilapidssen hte!themegint fastof hrarabe,Percicioeaed we
ute vipraseUfmpaling which the Parwhaemrsshallpronetochesatire mdaionofUeComminen,

(hn heymewnandome debo7 O t JnAtwachmane ream shal bebed to Wha smauntofmaneyrand
beythe Porabemar, byr i s ar salberipicn, und W t iqaaimant e a ew i 3 repeat

+ thattus the neemnsedeicesForTa ple, it ? o v e r .

| INCREASE OF ACCOMMODATION 4Y he Crufhin ofa b l a m e d , a c s n e
f l i f i t n r ? fhe ip o f Wa b a j os f h i PuFy a g avie Thar m w ,

A p r a c s i o noaL IB a Chk ra eh ob be T o r u shy) of C a t h avedeg-
1p thong SerAID towardstin Busthrig 0 C h a n e l& perssiriig Paffe?db t e d f l i e d
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pstract from a Paper Issued by Gardner Baldwin M.A., Vicar of Leyland.
Al

ne Paper

wpaving nowcompleted the twentieth year of my Incumbancy, in much
lity of soul, confessing my own utter unworthiness, and not presuming
lace to my own credit God?s manifest blessing vouchsafed through my

t o r means, d o yet f o r the i n f o r m a t i o n o f those w h o feel interested, a n d
who may come after me, d r a w u p this Record o f w h a t has been done

the said t w e n t y years, in pub l ic and vis ib le labours for the sp i r i t ua l

consists of a statement in 1845 w h i c h reads :-

ou p o r a l benefit o f par ishioners at large, to supp l y the means of grace so
f a ?as God has annexed his grace to the due administration of the word and
a r eaments, and to a f fo rd a sp i r i tua l education, the means of sp i r i t ua l food, to

theg r a d u a l l y increasing populat ion?.

Euxton

Date D e t a i l

1833 Euxton Chapel enlarged and gallery erected by £120
subscription and grant from the Society.

1837 Euxton Nat ional and Sunday School bu i l t by £300
subscription and grant from the Society.

1838 Euxton Chape l again enlarged, new chancel a n d £160
vestry bu i l t by subscr ipt ion and grant.

1838 Expenses i n f i n i s h i n g and l e v e l l i n g E u x t o n £41
C h u r c h Y a r d a n d C h u r c h W a y , p a i d by
par ishioners.

1840 Euxton Parsonage - House bu i l t by subscr ip t ion £500
and grant f r o m Queen Anne?s Bounty.

These detaits are contained in the Lancashire Record Office paper reference
PR208/3/27.
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Copy of a Paper held by the Diocesan Registrar, Cathedral

v e r g e a c k b u r n gist rar ,

o ncerning the Question of marriages in England under Author i ty o f King Wi l l iam
wv.

e Right Reverend Father in God, John Bird, by Divine permission, Lord
of Chester, We seers in the County of .... . . . .0. Patron of the ou... and

ish Church Of w e . in the County o f ........ and your Lordships Diocese and the
.. of the same Parish and church send greeting. We do hereby certify

are t o your Lordship our consent and approbation that by and under the
anthority of your licence under the hand and seal of your Lordship in pursuance
aul conformity to the Act of Parliament made and passed in the 6th and 7th years

of the Reign of his late Majesty King Wil l iam the Fourth int i tuled ?An Act for
arriages in England? Banns of Marriage may be published and marriages

M emnized within the Chapel of Euxton in the said Parish o f Leyland for and in
sol of the inhabitants of the Township of Euxton. In witness whereof we have
hereto set OUF hands and seal this fourth day of February in the year of our Lord,
One Thousand Eight Hundred and Thir ty eight.

( S i g n e d ) M a r g a r e t t a F r i t h ; C o c k a y n e F r i t h ; James F r i t h ;

M a r y A n n e F r i t h ; E l i za F r i t h ; W i l l i a m A r m e t r i d i n g F r i t h ;

T h o s . C o m p t o n ; Sa rah M a y C o m p t o n ; R i c h a r d G r e s w e l l , C l e r k ,

Joana Julia Greswel l .
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of a n e x t r a c t f r o m a P r e s t o n n e w s p a p e r - ?The P r e s t o n G u a r d i a n ? -

copy, 44th J a n u a r y 1854.dated

E X T R A O R D I N A R Y D I S C O V E R Y O F A S T I L L I N E U X T O N
CHURCH. - N o circumstance has created a more extraord inary
sensation in this ne ighbourhood f o r some t ime past than the
giscovery o f a st i l l on Monday last, in a situation certainly the most
novel we ever remember to have heard of, and wh ich we should
suppose is quite unprecedented. The discovery was made under the
fo l lowing circumstances :- I t appears that a few weeks ago some
workmen were employed in execut ing some repairs in Euxton
Church, near Chor ley , and amongst other things required to be
done, were some alterations in the pulp i t . The jo ine r who was
employed upon the work , th ink ing the f loo r in a shaken condi t ion,
removed a port ion o f it, when to his amazement he discovered what
he certa in ly d i d not expect to meet w i t h - an apparatus fo r
disti l lation. I t was removed f rom its s ingu lar and incongruous
situation, and placed in the vestry o f the church. The minister o f the
church, whose parsonage is close adjoining, was made acquainted
with the circumstance, but for reasons wh ich it is not our province to
enquire into, the matter was kept secret, and i t was on ly at a late
hour on Saturday n ight last that the facts were communicated to the
excise. On M o n d a y morn ing last, therefore, M r Peacock and M r
Bentley, o f the excise department o f in land revenue, obtained a
search warrant f r o m Captain Anderton, o f Euxton Hal l , w i t h power
to search both the church and the parsonage. They proceeded to the
latter first, and in the pantry discovered a por t ion o f the st i l l - the
still-head, we believe. The worm was found in the coach-house, and
after a Jong and di l igent search in the church, the remaining port ion
o f the stil l was found at the bot tom o f a cupboard in the vestry,
covered over w i t h a variety o f other articles. The apparatus being
now complete, the off icers conveyed i t to the inland revenue off ice at
Chorley. The sti l l , though almost a new one, appears to have been
used several t imes. I t is considered to be made upon a good
principle, and is capable o f ?turn ing out? (as i t is technica l ly
termed) upwards o f six gallons per night. The circumstances o f the
seizure have been communicated to the Board o f Excise in London.
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pet im Copy of a Paper held by the Diocesan Registrar , Cathedral
verices Blackburn concern ing the Suspens ion and Sequest ra t ion of the

O f efice of Euxton Chapel du r ing the Incumbency of the Reverend John
y i i lams B.A

Dated 11th December 1877.

Euxton. V,

sequestration o f this Benefice during Suspension of the Reverend John Wil l iams
BA.

page 1.

4, the undersigned, hereby certify that on Sunday the 16th Day of December - One
ThousandE i g h t H u n d r e d and Seventyseven previous to the commencement of
morning divine s e r v i c eI published the with in written sequestration by affixing the
ame, together with a true and examined copy thereof to the Principal Door of the

?.ar ish Church of Euxton in the. County of Lancaster and Diocese of Manchester and
the said two documents remained affixed during the whole of such service, and
that Lleft such a copy affixed.

Certificate of Publication.

As witness M y hand this 17th D a y of December 1877.

(Signed) James Edward Smallpage.

Clerk in the Diocesan Registry.

7, St. James Square, Manchester.?

Page 2.

ames, by D iv i ne permiss ion L o r d Bishop o f Manchester to our w e l l be loved i n
Christ, John Burden o f the C i t y o f Manchester Gent leman. Greet ing:- Whereas b y a

in Ins t rument i n w r i t i n g u n d e r o u r h a n d bear ing date the Fou r th D a y o f
December 1877, being the sentence pronounced by us in d u e course o f l aw u p o n and
against the Reverend John Wi l l i ams , C le rk B.A., and Incumben t o f the Vicarage
and Perpetual Curacy and Parish C h u r c h o f Euxton in the C o u n t y o f Lancaster
within our Diocese o f Manchester , in pursuance o f an Act o f Par l iament made and

in the T h i r d and Four th years of the Reign o f her Majesty Queen Victor ia ,
Chapter Eighty-six, i n t i t u l e d ?An Act for better en forc ing C h u r c h disc ip l ine? in
reference to certain charges made against the said John Wi l l i ams on the appl icat ion
of Thomas Bright Crosse o f Shaw Hi l l , N r Chor ley, Esquire, a Justice o f the Peace
and Henry A l i son o f Park H a l l near Cho r l ey Esquire, Barrister - at - L a w , name ly o f
having commi t ted indecent assaults u p o n M a r y El izabeth Baldershaw ( c o m m o n l y
known as Balderson) and divers indecent and i m p r o p e r acts, and of h a v i n g used
indecent and i m p r o p e r language to the said M a r y El izabeth Baldershaw, w h e r e b y
the said John Wi l l i ams is suspended f o r t w o years to commence f r o m Sunday the
9th day of December 1877 ab of f ic io et a Beneficio, that is to say f r o m all d ischarge
and function o f h is cler ical du t ies a n d off ices and the execut ion thereof n a m e l y
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reaching the word of God, administering the Sacraments and performing all
f o mPi f ices and duties in the said parish and Parish Church of Euxton aforesaid,

ot elsewhere in our said Diocese of Manchester and from receiving any o f the
and is and benefits o f the said Benefice?.

signed py James Manchester and sealed 11th Day of December 1877.
Sequel to the foregoing.

19th day of December 1879.
Euxton. V.

tion of Suspension of the Reverend John Will iams and the sequestration of
this penefice during the suspension of the Reverend John Williams.

sgndorsement to the Relaxat ion Certificate.?

4, James Edward Smal lpage, o f theC i t y o f Manchester , C le rk in the Diocesan
Registry. Manchester do hereby cer t i f y that I d i d on the 20th December 1879
endeavour to serve persona l l y the w i t h i n men t i oned Reverend John W i l l i a m s ,
Clerk, B.AyV i c a r or Incumbent of Euxton in the County o f Lancaster and Diocese o f

Manchester, w i t h a t r u e copy o f the w i t h i n w r i t t e n o r i g i na l Re laxa t ion o f
ion and Sequestration bu t being unable to effect such personal service, I d i d

on the said 20.12.1879 serve the said Reverend John Wi l l i ams w i t h the said T rue
in the manner f o l l o w i n g - that is to say by leaving the same w i t h Al ice P i l l i ng

the Housekeeper o f the said Reverend John Wi l l i ams at the Parsonage H o u s e at
Buxtona f o r e s a i d , a n d I f u r t h e r cer t i f y that the Reverend John W i l l i a m s has
acknowledged in w r i t i n g t h a t he has received the aforesaid copy re laxa t ion o f
Suspension andS e q u e s t r a t i o n the acknowledgement o f wh ich is hereunto M a r k e d
?4. and I fur ther cert i fy that I d id on Sunday 21.12.1879 pub l ish the wr i t ten or ig ina l
Relaxation of Suspension and Sequestration by a f f i x ing the same together w i t h a
true copy thereof, to the pr inc ipa l door o f the Parish Church o f Euxton aforesaid,

prev ious to the commencement o f D i v i ne m o r n i n g service and that a f te r such
service I took d o w n the said or ig ina l leaving the said copy so af f ixed as aforesaid.
Dated this Twen ty second day o f December 1879.

Gigned) James E Smallpage.

Notes.

Reverend John Wi l l i ams certif icate reads as fo l lows :-

?| acknowledge to have received notice of Relaxation o f Suspension and
Sequestration Dec 20th 1879.?

(Signed) J. W i l l i ams .

The certificate is undated

) Williams? suspension was li f ted by and through him provid inga certificate
from three beneficed clergymen of his good conduct dur ing the period of his
suspension. Their names are not quoted nor is this particular certificate
available.
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jars and Description of Property belonging to the Church Living
particu in the Township of Euxton in the Paristy of Leyland and County

Bencaster-

Names o f Quant i t ies
F i e l d Statute

Measure

Parsonage House, 1 0 207 2 1 0 0
Pleasure G r o u n d

Church Yard [ 7 ]Chapel Buckshaws
[ |- d o - 3
[ |- d o -

Certificate - 1879.

guxton Glebe.

statement of Property

pelonging to theL i v i n g

of Euxton obtained by M rB e l l

from the Patron.

Note : Noth ing is k n o w n o f Items 6, 7 & 8 subsequent to this date.

104



A p p e n d i x 2 2

vonahpermpohPOOya|Hage ;oeoe?pasepompor=memamomgfnt,| easregyong :S i tr i t es?eeea

om

.2=avdyADBu0y

? E sS Ta c ee ee\--eraohtesinso ewe?EneaAPR

w i t h the t ion for the supply & fit o f wood-b lock flooring to
t h e Church. As these are i

work was carried ou t at or

These pages deal



A p p e n d i x 23

emraqgayayerr i r eour

Pivy

ony

106



Appendix 24 (i)

| qze6|. g.s o t a s
4PR M o n e a ags

D o a ri

indies o i em e n Renncnaiactn r (618, ob Gow

nipb r a s s r b a r n s dF a l aevy A i t i s l rion sonnnégeid Git
Mer hiet f.W i l b o r e adhe wena Esenued t i Budtin vie

i h e Cotaby i s d e a d ot.inpratabl Meadsave tersscnall
t n e wilt abapte Sofas naryOfiptinkrvasest ab-srecelt,moing

a n i m a e n i n g n a s f i o d a i n
B e i v k i pmtanctiruns G h o v ta distrel m i g u a t%

HOC h e v r e has seen carpeasshht t t the suighbranng Hngy
aitlese Kirivhes Bap o r s p o s a dishuot wtonddb:fakin

oornserst. ass tS a h o t a leg ladt o Rerrrref MaSamervissinn
anscomldselevtacn antapphivcatirn f i r Hbf r r n e t e o nof

adithiet dinning Mavasemey Br ing :
Gnas

FaSemstony
Medtainstisal lorrenines

107



Appendix 24 (ii)
THE LONDON GAZETTE, SEPTEMBER 6, 1892.

1 Osborne House, Isle of Wight,
p n ee Sth day of August, 1892.

PRESENT
N?s Most Excellent Majesty in
Whereas the Ecclesiastical

oners for England have, in
Cormmniss i f the Act of the fifty- ninth year of
e s e t King George the Third, chapter
His M a n d and thirty-four; of the Act of the
ontb o n d third years of Her Majesty, chapter

o e and o f the Act o f the nineteenth,
e a r e t years o f Her Majesty, chapter

and i v e duly prepared and laid before Her
f i f t ye y in Council a representation, bearing

Majesty twenty-eighth day of July, in the year
datethe eight hundred and ninety-two, in
oneOe and figures following, that is say:-

clesiastical Commissioners for
?Wes the rsuance of the Act of the fifty-

iE, year of His Majesty King George the
aint chapter one hundred and thirty-four, of

T u t of the second and third years o f Your
the ? ty, chapter forty-nine; and o f the Act of

w e ieeteenth and twentieth years of Your
the 0 chapter fifty-five, have prepared, and

umbly lay before Your Majesty in
the fodowing representation as to the

?onment o f a d is t r i c t chape l r y t o the
15s E a t e d church situate at Eux ton in the
oon o f Leyland in the county o f Lancaster

and in the diocese o f Manchester.
?Whereas it appears to us to be expedient

hat a district chapelry should be assigned to
the said church situate at Euxton as aforesaid.

*Now therefore, with the consent of the
Right Reverend James Bishop o f the said

Diocese of Manchester (testified by his having
signed and sealed this representation), we the
said Ecclesiastical Commissioners, humbly

resent, that i t would, in our opinion, be
ent that all that part of the said parish o f

Leyland which is described in the schedule
hereunder written, all which part, together
with the boundaries thereof, is delineated and

set forth on the map or plan hereunto annexed,
should be assigned as a district chapelry to the
gaid church situate at Euxton as aforesaid, and
that the same should be named ?The District
Chapelry of Euxton?.

?And with the like consent of the said James
Bishop of the said Diocese o f Manchester
(testified as aforesaid), we, the said Eccles-
iasocal Commissioners, further represent, that
it appears to us to be expedient that banns o f

me OF
ncil.cov iss

now bh

matrimony should be published, and that
marriages, baptisms, churchings, and burials
should be solemnized or performed at the said
church situate at Euxton as aforesaid, and that
the fees to be received in respect o f the
Publication o f such banns and of the
solemnization or performance o f the said
offices should be paid and belong to the
minister of the same church for the time being:
Provided always that nothing herein contained
shall be construed as expressing any intention
on the part o f us the said Commissioners to
concur in or approve the taking o f any fee for
the performance of the said office of baptism
or for the registration thereof.

?We, there fo re h u m b l y pray that Y o u r
Majesty wall be graciously pleased to take the
Premises into You r Royal consideration and to
make such Orde r w i t h respect thereto as to
You r Majes ty , in Y o u r Royal W i s d o m , shall
seem meet,

?The S C H E D U L E to wh ich the forego ing
Tepresentation has reference.

?The District Chapelry o f Euxton being:-
?All that part o f the Parish of Leyland in the

County of Lancaster and in the Diocese o f
Manchester which is comprised within and is
co-extensive with the limits of the township o f
Euxton.?

And whereas the said representation has
been approved by Her Majesty in Council :
Now therefore, Her Majesty, by and with the
advice of Her said Council, is pleased hereby
to ratify the said representation, and to order
and direct that the same and every part thereof
shall be effectual in law immediately from and
after the time when this Order shall have been
duly published in the London Gazette pursuant
to the said Acts; and Her Majesty, by and with
the like advice, is pleased hereby to direct that
this Order be forth with registered by the
Registrar of the said Diocese o f Manchester.
CL. Peel
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Appendix 25 (ii)

acese of Blackburn
D i s a Registry, Cathedral Close,

Diotyackburn BB1 SAB
LESLIE RANSON, LLB
Sollcitor and Notary
Registrar and Bishop's
Legal Secretary

THOMAS A, HOYLE,LLB
Sollcltor and Notary
Deputy Aegistrar

ynen vaso Your Ret

yun May 1968.

ne Revd. D. Raitt, B.D.,
The vicarage,
wigan Road,

e

pear chorleye Lancs.

wy dear v i c a r ,

mack you f o r your l e t t e r o f t he 11th May about the Consecrat ion o f Euxten
parish Church. There i s no Sentence o f Consecrat ion i n the records here,
pet t h i s dees not mean t h a t the Church was not Consecrated. I t i s by no
jeans uncommon i n the case o f v e r y o l d churches t h a t the Sentence o f

consecrat ion cannot be found and,i n view o f the long t ime i n which i t has
been. acknowledged t o be a Par i sh Church, b u r i a l s have taken place i n i t s

cnorchyard and t h a t i n the pas t F a c u l t i e s have been gran ted f o r v a r i o u s
porposes connected w i t h i t , Consecrat ion may be assumed,

mere i s i n the R e g i s t r y a Grant i n 1754 o f var ious r i g h t s to pews i n the
church. This Grant r e c i t e s the i n t r o d u c t i o n i n t e the Church, under the
guthori ty o f a F a c u l t y dated 22th September, 1724, o f v a r i o u s f u r n i s h i n g s ,
including the pews, which were a l l o t t e d i n 1754. This document a l s o has a
note endorsed on i t t ha t i t was conf i rmed by Facu l t y i n 1755.

according t o t h e D i o c e s a n D i r e c t o r y t h e Church was r e b u i l n i n 1724. I t w o u l d
pe rebui l t on a Consecrated s i t e and the Faculty of 1724 was obviously
concerned with the re- furn ish ing of that Church.

Yours s i n c e r e l y ,

Telephones (0254) 56144 (after office hours (0254) $4105)

PrivateTelephones: Registrar (0254) 59205 Deputy Registrar (0254) 49876.
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a) See also Source Note No 111 which co:N c e r n s a search by the Diocesan
notes Registry, Chester. This states they cou ld f ind n o documen ta r y proo f

u p to 1795 w h e n i t was s imp ly ident i f ied as ?Euxton Chapel? and f rom
that date, Chester records s h o w i t as the ?Perpetual Curacy o f Euxton?.

(o) The comments on the th i rd paragraph over lea f are no t in l ine w i t h
the i n f o r m a t i o n collected f r o m other sources,
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cuARITIES
is context, the stress is laid upon those charities currentl: under the control o f
Vicar of Euxton Parish Church and the details commence in the year 1686. It

uh not always the case that the many items were controlled by the Vicar as the
0 wing details will indicate.

?these were five charities plus the Goosnargh Hospital information and these were:

(a) Hoghton?sChar i ty .

o Hodson?s Charity.

(9 Pincock?sChar i ty .

@ Oakenshaw?s Gift.

(e) Beatson?s Gift for Bread.

(Q The Goosnargh Hospital

@) Hoghton?s Charity

Richard Hoghton by Deed in 1686 gave land vested in Wil l iam Roscow and
roduc ing £1 10s Od p e r a n n u m for c l o th to the p o o r of Euxton. W h e n

H o g h t o n died his w i l l d i d no t contain an ongo ing p rov i s i on for the act of
charity. The date o f the cessation is not k n o w n but on the 3rd February 1863,
the Incumbent o f Eux ton , The Reverend John W i l l i a m s stated to the Char i t y
Commissioners that i t w a s some th i r t y years before his le t ter that the last
charity issue was made. The char i ty does no t continue.

(o) Hodson?s Charity.

This man died in 1701 and left £40 to be invested at 5% w i t h the income to be
g i v e n yearly to the p o o r o f Euxton and to be la id out in l inen cloth. H o d s o n by

trade was a l inen webster. He appo in ted Trustees in his W i l l and they were
named as Thos. Sumner; El l is Sumner; Richard A r m e t r i d i n g ; Richard H o d s o n
and Hugh Smith. The Char i t y st i l l continues.

(9 Pincock?s Char i ty .

The Will of this man dated 29th March 1716 and proved at the Episcopal Court
in Chester in 1727 gave to Thomas Pincock and his heirs, his part o f a close
called ?Highfield?, ly ing in Euxton and containing about two acres, and a parcel
of ?waste ground? called ?Old Lane?, upon trust, and out of the yearly profits to
pay 20 shillings a year for ever to the poor inhabitants of Euxton at Christmas
and a like sum of 20 shillings to the Curate of the Chapel of Euxton for the time
being so long as the said Chapel should continue under episcopal government.
The Charity still continues.

112



acakenshaw?s Gift. (also referred to as ?Charity?)
(

HenryOakenshaw b y his Wil l dated 18th September 1744 left £10 to be placed
on d security as directed and directed that the yearly interest be laid out in
pread 10 be distr ibuted amongst the poorest housekeepers in Euxton ?that

resorted to the Chapel there on St. Thomas?s Day yearly?. In the Chari ty
mmissioner?s Report of 8th August 1898 as laid before the Honourable The

House of Commons, all records of this Chari ty had disappeared ?

@peatson?s Gift for Bread.

John Beatson by his Wi l l dated 19th July 1792, gave to the Minister and
Churchwarden of the Chapelry of Euxton, and their successors £100 upon Trust
for investment. The legacy was used to purchase £144 5s 9d of 3 percent

Consols. Dividends o f £46s6d per annum were to be appl ied to the
distribution of threepenny loaves at Euxton Chapel after morning service
amongst such poor persons of the township as constantly attended divine

ice. The Reverend Rober t Procter, John Metca l fe , Rober t L a t h a m and
W i l l i a m Clarkson were Trustees. The Reverend H e n r y Br ier ley was Cura te o f

guxton Chapel. The Char i ty st i l l continues.

(p The Goosnargh Hospital.

?The township of Euxton is one of the places entitled to participate in the
penefits of this charity.

i ty Commission act ion subsequent to the foregoing. N o w covered by a scheme
iaduding the appo in tmen t o f Trustees and vest ing in the of f i c ia l Cus tod ian f o r

Charities. Reference number o f this scheme is L3(R)E/221,195 A / 1 dated 29.9.1977.

This action consol idated i tems b,c and e above and placed them u n d e r the day to
aay control of the V icaro f Eux ton acting as ex-of f ic io Trustee and t w o cooptat ive
?qrustees. Full detai ls are given in the scheme o f the methods o f disbursements.
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A p p e n d i x 27 ( i )

E U X T O N C H U R C H .

Frrchitect?s Descr ipt ion o fRes to ra t i on N o r .

state o f Euxton Church, which is undergoing restoration and re} air, has been
A e e sate Taylor, F.R.LB.A., o f Manchester. 8 m

isst

st states that a considerable amount o f sap wood was used in the sixteenth century oak
THeO h has led to extensive surface decay and loosening o f joints, resulting in agenera l
oof wht! of the roof, and in several cases to the actual breaking of the principal backs, The side

spreading © also been pushed out o f plumb. On examination, i t appeared that in spite o f the
walls hat decay there was an ample core o f sound timber to do the work, i f the spreading of the

apparent 4 pe counteracted. To do this, a simple arrangement o f tie rod and steel channels has
roof 001 ted at the back of each roof principal. The decayed sap wood has been scraped away,

insfefective joints between purlins and principals have been strengthened with oak cleats
andtae ough the principal back. A few rafters and pieces o f wind bracing which were found to

far decayed have been replaced by new, and oak curved ribs have been added to Strengthen
itch pine principal at the west end, which would appear to have been put in in the 18th

the pu when the west bay o f the church was built. The grey stone slates have all been stripped,
the roof straightened a little by packing on the top of the rafters where sagging was greatest.

jurch has been reslated with the old slates; the wooden strut and great stone buttress set
oC t, but not bonded with, the north wall have been removed and small sections o f the wall

s o t and rebuilt, grouting with cement into the adjoining walling. The ivy has been cut away
ober he west wall and the rough cast stripped, and the stonework is being pointed and grouted.

f o o Jaster between the rafters had to be stripped, and this is replastered. The pulpit, which was
T P Of some Jacobean panels fixed in yellow pitch pine framing has been reconstructed, and the
e o n altered slightly. The floor is being repaired, and the plastered walls distempered.

The work of restoration and repair has been undertaken by Mr E. Mathews, builder and
actor, o f Euxton, at the direction o f M r Fyfe, the architect for the recent restoration o f

cowminster Hall in the Houses of Parliament. ?The state of the roof o f Westminster hall was
caused by the ravages o f the beetle, but atEux ton Church no trace o f beetle, insect, or fungus o f

say kind ?has been found - the weak places being due to wear and ordinary decay.

fram ?The Chorley Guardian?, March 6th 1926]
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Appendix 27 (ii)

7 Lines written

T h e R e s t o r a t i o n

of the R o o f

¢ u r t o n :

a P a r i s b C h u r c h . .

= .
x

4

i p s b e g r n m e n s

'N the years long ago our v i l lage church roo f
Was fashioned o f stout Engl ish oak, forsooth,

Bu t t ime and the w i t he r i ng hand of decay
Have caused two o r three of the beams to give way.

So a f i t t i n g abode they've erected near,
And taken the pews from t h a t old church dear;
The organ has gone on a hol iday glad,
Bu t the fon t remains standing alone and quite sad.
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Bereft now of ivy the west wall looks bare,
The birds will miss it, that fine, bushy lair,
For years they have b u i l t ?mong i ts da ry glossy leaves,
And warbled and sang to t h e i r f r iends in the trees.

The floor is all strewn wi th the debris of work,
And toilers are there, who no duty wi l l shirk.
Contractor and architect, master and man,
Are patiently working according to plan.

So l i t t le by l i t t le, and day af ter day,
The task o f restor ing st i l l goes on i ts way,
They have taken the but t ress f rom off the nor th side,
Bu t never a h idden church deed have they spied.

Historical spot wi th a beauty austere,
Its folk, how they love it, each corner revere,
Great honour i t seems this old roof to repair,
You'l l long search the count ry to f ind one more fair .

An t iqu i t y lovers, they've come by the score,
No doubt. when it?s f in ished there?ll come a few more.
Oh! could th is old stone church reveal he r own past,
We should hear b u t a tale o f mank ind to the last ?

For i t stood when Queen Bess was her people?s del ight,
When Cromwel l ru led Eng land, and came here a night ,
When M i l t on wrote sonnets, and Johnson his book,
I t has weathered the storms, th is old church by the brook.
There'l l be joy ?mong the folk, when the wo rk is complete,
And the worshippers once more in safety may meet.

There'l l be praise and thanksg iv ing i n prayer, and in song,
To God, the great Fa the r to whom al l belong.

A B .

Euxton,
March , 1926.
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A p p e n d i x 2 8

Restoration Fund Appeal - Euxton Parish Church.

Year 1952,

i, ancient pbuilding is in urgent need of structural repairs in order that i t may
is for many centuries to come the landmark it now is.

eight of the roof is so great that the roof timbers are spreading at their feet,
4w e pushing the walls out of line.

an

Archi tect 's suggested r e m e d y is in the use o f w r o u g h t i r o n w o r k to arrest the
The d o f t imbers and the erect ion o f a buttress on the n o r t h and south wal ls. To
r e te this w o r k i t is est imated that a sum of at least £950 is necessary.

ext

ent ly we are making a general appeal for this sum and invite all people
no have at heart the interest of the Church to contribute freely to the Restorationw

Fund.

ubscription form is annexed, in the envelope provided to the collector whos
prought it to you!?.
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A p p e n d i x 29 ( i )
LANCASHIRERECORDOFFICE

oaignated Diocesan Record Office for the Diocese of B l a c k b u r n

ED OF T h e R e v d D . R a i t t , B . D . , T h e v V i c a r a e@, W i g a n
a e g u x t o n , C h o r l e y , L a n c a s h i r e in accordance w i t h the p rov i s ions

f o e parochial Registers a n d Records Measure , 1978, sect ion X X / 1 0 / X X * , the
ister pooks a n d / o r records o f the p a r i s h o f EUXTON, ( d e d i c a t i o n

repr own) scheduled be low; to be re tu rned to the person w h o w o u l d have had
v a l o d y o f them.h a d they no t been so deposi ted o n l y in accordance w i th section 13
a e c t o " 17(2) o f the said Measure.

+pelete section(s) not applicable.

NOTE: Under section 10(6) o f the above Measure this receipt shal l be kept w i th the
reg i s te r books and record retained in parochia l custody,

X e n d r I E14September 1983 Deeeeeneee en eeneeeTeeeeesenee
Chief Officer of the

Diocesan Record Office

Date:

SCHEDULE

Registers of baptisms, marriages and banns, 1918-1978, 6 vols.

Registers of services, confirmations and communicants, 1892-1977, 10 vols.

Marriage licences, 1840, doc.

Licence for the solemnisation of marriages, 1838, doc.

Clergy papers, 1954-1960, 2 bundles

Collection and offertory books, 1953-1970, 4 vols.

PCC. accounts, 1949-1977, 3 vols., bundle
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A p p e n d i x 2 9 ( i i )

PAROCHIAL REGISTERS AND RECORDS MEASURE, 1978

SURVEY REPORT TO THE BISHOP

PARISH EUXTON, (dedication unknown)

DATE OF SURVEY 15 AUGUST 1983

state ofRecords

Those kep t i n the par i sh chu rch w a l l safe are m o u l d y and have been
ited in the Record Of f ice whe re they w i l l receive appropr ia te treatment. The

depos! ers kept in the f l oo r safe are in good condi t ion. Records w h i c h seem to be
few PrP include churchwardens? accounts, inventor ies, vestry minutes , also P.C.C.
a t e before 1949.

2 State o f Storage

Some of the remaining records including the current registers are kept in the
safe, while others are held at the vicarage. The relative humidity in the vestry

wa the day of the survey was 62%.

4 Intentions o f Parish

The deposit at the time o f the survey was the second, an earlier one being
ade in 1971.

? R e c o m m e n d a t i o n s .

It is suggested that i n q u i r i e s be m a d e o f the c h u r c h w a r d e n s a n d o t h e r
ichioners as to the locat ion o f any other records. I t is also recommended that the

yecords remaining in the church and those kept i n the vicarage be stored i n the
floor safe rather than the w a l l safe, i n the vestry. Otherwise, the par ish is acting in
gecordance w i t h the Measure.

Diocesan and Coun t y A rch i v i s t

14th September 1983 Date

n g



A p p e n d i x 3 0

Baptism details - 1734 to 1781 inclusive.

y e s t w o t S a t e s M a l e F e m a l e To ta l R e m a r k s

Euxton
1738 o t Stated__

36 CharnockRichard
178 Ex ton

Not Stated
737 Charnock Richard

179" Buxton
Not Stated
Charnock Richard
Euxton
Leyland
Shaw Green
Not Stated
Charnock Richard
Heapey
Wheelton
Not Stated
Charnock Richard
Heapey
Wheelton
Euxton
Leyland

Uphol land
41 Charnoc'

? Richard
Euxton
Not Stated

1742 Charnock Richard
Not Stated

1743 Charnock Richard
Euxton

1744 Chamock Richard
Euxton
Wheelton
Cuerden
Leyland
Not Stated

4745 Charnock Richard
Wheelton
Euxton
Not Stated

1746 Not Stated
1747 Not Stated
1748 Not Stated
1749 Not Stated
1750 N o t Stated
1751 Not Stated

10 1 Family ? papists

14 1 child base bom

17 1 child base born

4739
17 1 family Catholic

4740

24

14 3 children base born

13 2 children base born

10

19

13

9

18 1 chi ld base born

12
21

5
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Baptism details - 1734 to 1781 inclusive. (cont.)

T o w n s h i p M a l e F e m a l e To ta l R e m a r k s
yes o t Stated 12
1752 Not Stated 7
758 Not Stated 4
ee Not Stated 13
118 Not Stated 7
1787 Not Stated 9
8 Not Stated 1 17
Te, Not Stated 7
i s Not Stated 7
17 _ Not Stated 5
Tea Not Stated 1"
1763 Euxton 11
4764 Euxton .

C h a r n o c kR i c h a r d 14
Charnock Richard 15 1 base born - male

1768 Eton
766 Chamock Richard 7

' Euxton .

{767 Charnock Richard 415

Euxton .

1768 GhamnockR i c h a r d 7 1 base born ? female
?uxtol

1769 GhamockRichard 14 1 base born ? femaleuxto!
1770 Charnock Richard 10

Euxton
7 Charnock Richard 13

Euxton
1 7 2 C h a m o c k R i c h a r d 1 4

Euxton
41773 Chamock Richard 14

Euxton
1774 Charnock Richard 13 1 base born female

Euxton 2 base born male
16 1 base born female1775 Charnock Richard

1 base born maleHigher Charnock
Euxton

1776 Charnock Richard 20 1 base born male
Euxton 2 base born 1 M & 1 F

4777 Charnock Richard 21 1 base born female
Euxton 1 base born male

1778 Charnock Richard 9
Euxton

1779 Chamock Richard 23 1 base born female
Euxton 1

1780 Charnock Richard 13 1 base born female
Euxton

1781 Charnock Richard 21 1 base born female
Euxton

611Total 1734 - 1781
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notes

1)

(e

A p p e n d i x 30

February 19th 1775 James A r m e t r i d i n g is shewn as Min is ter .
A t Thomas Beatson is n a m e d as C h u r c h Warden.

M a r c h 12th 1775 James A r m e t r i d i n g M.A . is the Min is ter .
A t Richard Broxop is named as Church Warden.

anuary 21st 1776 James Armetr iding M.A. is the Minister.a t h Richard Broxop is named as Church Warden.

M a y 26th 1776 James A r m e t r i d i n g is the Min is ter .A t Ra lph Toota l l is named as Church Warden.

March 23rd 1777 James A r m e t r i d i n g is the Min is ter .
A t Ralph Tootall is named as the Chapel Warden.

November 16th 1777 James Armetriding is the Minister.
a t Ralph Tootall is named at Chapel Warden.

une 13th 1779 James Armetriding is the Minister.
a u John Jewson is named as the Chapel Warden.

Over a space of almost f i f ty years, baptismal details for the sexes are almost in
balance.

ing the per iod 1746 to 1762 the detai ls o f the t o w n s h i p loca t ion were
o u t W h y w a s this? D u r i n g these years there were three incumbents

o e Richard Clay ton, Richard Meadowcro f t and John Lowes.

Note the w i d e catchment areas par t i cu la r l y in the ear ly years. Whe the r th i s
as due to an absence o f incumbents in the areas concerned, or thef a m i l i e sh a d connect ions w i t h the fami l i es and chapel (church) o f E u x t o n is no t

i n o w n ? I t is to be noted that a cathol ic f a m i l y registered a bi r th in 1739 and
this was shor t l y af ter the chapel (church) had come u n d e r the total in f luence
of the Church o f England.

The early years to 1774 are an integral p a r t o f Ley land Parish Church records
held on mic ro f i lm at the Coun t y Record Office, Preston.

See Volume 128 o f the Parish Register Society publ icat ion issued in 1990.
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A p p e n d i x 31

NISTS
le who have performed th i i i ies of peop? 1 P e duties of organist, and in certain

N e , thato f t h e choirmaster down the last few years. Their actual dates o f
ins! ice in this position are not on record at this date.

ond

Miss HLE. EVANS

yy Miss SUSAN PHILLIPS

9 Mr. KEITH HALLIWELL

Mr. DENNIS NELSON

@) Mrs. LOIS CAESAR

p e last named person is st i l l o f f i c ia t ing as the combined organist and choirmaster.
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P l a t e s

external v iew o f south wal l to the nave shewing ?blocked? doorway;
westernmost w indow and garden seats.

view o f church bel l - note the manufac tu re r ' s name - John Taylor , taken f r o m
inside the bell t ower d u r i n g roof repairs in 1993.

interior o f church look ing east towards the chancel and the ?Jesse? w i n d o w .

external v iew o f east e n d shew ing ?new? vestry, chancel, bo i ler room/ to i l e ts .

External view of north wall to the nave shewing doorway entrance used by the
incumbent when the original vestry was outside this doorway.

External v iew of a datestone af f ixed on the west e leva t ion o f the nave be low
the bell tower. See page 17.
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PLATE 1
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PLATE 2
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PLATE 3
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PLATE 5

PLATE 6
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S e c t i o n 3

T h e V i c a r a g e s

(wi th A p p e n d i c e s a n d Pla tes)
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S e c t i o n 3

T h e V i c a r a e s

irst (original) vicarage
the

a i f a parsonage ho iofficial mention of a p. ge house (vicarage) comes from
qefirst of a m a n named FH Cheetham, in the year 19258 where hestates ? t h e
p e n e house, now known as the vicarage, was erected in 1838 at the charges o f
a Beh tono fA s t l e y u a a s ag i f t to the newly appointed vicar, the Reverend

One as? (1 0 who had succeeded the ?Tesi i
j o n w e a b e t t Proctor (1799 to 1838). non- res ident i n c u m b e n t the

poner
ing to the Reverend Gardner Baldwin, Vicar of Leyland, the cost fi

coo o u n ds which was raised by subscription and grant f rom Queen.Anne's
und
pounty-

p e s t ail is only partially correct,

of Williams? tenure at Euxton is as stated and Procter was the non-resident
, butt h e m a n w h o was in Post was the ReverendH e n r y Brierley and

i n t jams succeeded him on his death in 1838. H o w long Procter continued as the
?dent incumbent is not known, but it is highly probable the practice of
of livings ceased during the 19th century.

1 } d a t e

ponvresi

prality
was the incumbent at Claughton where he ran a private school in addit ion

mmispastora ld u t i e s .

j g not known who carried out the bui ld ing of the Parsonage house (vicarage); the
i of the land surrounding the parsonage house and from whom it wasobtained

i s a l sou n k n o w n .

?is are not avai lable as to any main tenance charges f o r this house or w h e t h e r
hese were met out o f church funds.

t e physical descr ipt ion o f th is parsonage house (vicarage) is as fo l lows:

Ground floor

;hallway; large study; lounge; sitting room (or dining room); kitchen; small
border; small utility room and boiler room (oil fired heating system).

Fist floor

Five bedrooms (va r ious sizes), one b e d r o o m w i t h an a d j o i n i n g dress ing room;
bathroom; separate lavatory .

f i Transactions o f the Histor ic Society o f Lancs. & Cheshire, Vol.LXXVII I , N e w series, V o l X L I
lentuled Exxton Chapel by FH Cheetham, FSA. A paper read to the society on March 12th, 1925)

brary (Reference Section) book A15/78 pps 21-54
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ar scat
e l l s o f rooms with the communication system extant (bell signalling).

y ruc tu resal §
a d former stable.

a i , garage aM
vi

B vet ail area w a st l

n e i n g details are indicative of the factual position of the house as it stood
n e fore years of 1980 and represent the probable changes which had occurred

i n the h eyears from 1838.
owt

general c o m m e n t s o n the y e a r s 1838 to 1 8 9 2
me

three thousand square feet.

s t 0 pant was the Reverend John W i l l i a m s , a m a n w h o apparen t l y never
the & but w h o seems toh a v e resided in the parsonage house (vicarage), except

marie? ears 1877 to 1879, d u r i n g the who le o f his min is t ry . Presumably he h a d a
for the y w h o lived in, bu t w h o this was and h o w m a n y served his needs d o w n

i e yeas js not known.
ig of interest in an i n d i r e c t manne r and w h i c h presumably h a d a great

w h a t ane the decision by L a d y H o u g h t o n (assuming t h i s deta i l i s correct) to

vesting the erect ion o f the house, is the correspondence w h i c h passed be tween
agrang' ( t h e non-resident incumbent ) a n d Br ie r ley the curate ac tua l l y in post at

? o n and theB i s h o p o f C h e s t e r i n the ear l y years o f the 19th century . Th is is
bux duced yerba t im at Append i ces 1 and 2 o f this sect ion. The c o m m e n t i n

e y Jetter in the f ina l paragraph is i l l u m i n a t i n g i n d e e d !

actionss i n i

astheparoch ia l Church M i n u t e b o o k s for they e a r s p r i o r to 1949 are no t avai lab le,
itis not possible to t race any ac t i on /s concern ing the parsonage house (vicarage)
e e n the years to this pa r t i cu la r date.

ice 1 9 4 9

was found necessary in the year 1950 to redecorate the vicarage rooms fol lowing
idence of the house. H o w extensive this was, what other costs were involved

and the redecoration costs are not known. What caused the subsidence is not
known.

some t w e l v e mon ths l a t e r i n 1951, the D iocesan ( B l a c k b u r n ) S u r v e y o r
mmended that par t o f the v icarage s h o u l d be demol ished. W h y th is w a s
: necessary; whe the r the w o r k was ever done; w h o d i d i t and at w h a t cost

i snot known. It appears from later comment that part of the structure suffered
from dry rot, ant i t wasa l s oa g r e e d that the architect shou ld p r o v i d e estimates o f
he costr e g a r d i n g w o r k o n t h e v i c a r a g e o u t b u i l d i n g s .

By 1956 i t seems to h a v eb e e n n e c e s s a r y t o c a r r y o u t f u r t h e r r e m e d i a l w o r k o n t h e
st racture and fo r an e s t i m a t e g i v e n as £502 12s 4 d , a m a n n a m e d A M A s h w o r t h

w a stob e g iven the t a s k o f r e r o o f i n g t h e b u i l d i n g . A c o n t r i b u t i o n o f £225 w a s m a d e

byt h e Church C o m m i s s i o n e r s t o w a r d s t h e cos t o f th is w o r k .

In the year 198] i t was then qu i te clear this or ig ina l s t ruc ture, n o w a lmos t o n e
hundred and f i f ty years o f age (see plate after Appendices) , was past the betterp a t o f13:



uy) life. Not only was it costly to keep heated due to the many rooms, but
is sel nditions, particularly in the bedrooms, were prevalent. Following
gon? eration by the Parochial Church Council, a decision was taken to dispose of
eonsid ture and to use the proceeds towards the cost of a new, smaller and
we icarage, and a u t h o r i t y was sought through the Diocesan (Blackburn)

g o d t , s and Queen Anne's Bounty to proceed accordingly.
gutho?

ecided to erectt h e new vicarage on part of the existing orchard; to use a
nwes n driveway serving the Previous and proposed vicarages and to use such

c o m i n 5 - particularly for the brickwork, roofs and window frames as would blend
o e oniously as possible w i th the church fabric. The parish was consulted on
arege matters.

ww vicarage was to be one thousand eight hundred square feet in area -
eH half that of the previous vicarage - and was to have four bedrooms; a

aimost mn; a shower a n da toilet area all on the first floor with a study; living room;
r o o t kitchen; utility room; garage and main offices all at ground level.

commenced in 1983 and the new vicarage was taken into use in 1985. The
wort ts vicarage had been disposed of by sale in the interim,
pre cost and contribution details shew:
the

Income £ Expend i tu re £
sale of former house ?56500.00 Cost of bui lding house  64782.62
pec gift 7500.00 Surveyors fees 5954.76

Commissioners grant 3750.00 Agent's fees 1274.64
Diocesan Pastoral A / C 6536.26 Solicitor?s fees 732.05

Building Regulation fee 80.00
In te res t 1462.19

TOTAL 74286.26 TOTAL 74286.26

contr ibut ion is made b y the Paroch ia l Church Counc i l to the Diocesan author i t ies
this is held in a D i l a p i d a t i o n s Fund account, so that shou ld repa i r w o r k be
d to be necessary to the structure, funds are avai lable to meet the need. The

qmtr ibut ion is assessed o n a n annual basis by the Diocesan Surveyor.

A
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A p p e n d i x 1

of a Letter written by the Reverend Henry Brierley, Curate In
o n s e t guxton to the Bishop of Chester.

enerd

i t r
1 have r e c e i v e d y o u r f a v o u r o f t h e 19 th i n s t a n t , i n
a n s w e r t o w h i c h I h a v e t o i n f o r m y o u t h e r e i s n o t
a n y p a r s o n a g e h o u s e a t E u x t o n .

t h e l a t e R e v e r e n d M r . L o w e s r e s i d e d i n t h e m a n s h i o n
n o u s e b e l o n g i n g h i s o w n e s t a t e w h i c h s t a n d s i n t h e
n o r t h e r n e x t r e m i t y o f t h e C h a p e l r y .

I n d e e d t h e r e i s n o t i n t h e w h o l e v i l l a g e w i t h t h e
e x c e p t i o n o f o n e o r t w o , a n y t h i n g b u t t h e p o o r e s t
c o t t a g e s .

I am S i r ,

Y o u r m o s t o b t S e r v a n t ,

H. B r i e r l e y .

HORLEY.

arch 21st 1804
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1n
rastgent

A p p e n d i x 2

scriptIncumbent at Euxton to the Bishop of Chester.

R i g h t R e v e r e n d F a t h e r i n God, Henry W i l l i a m b y
*TO the e m i s s i o n , L o r d B i s h o p o f C h e s t e r . ¥

p e t i t i o n o f t h e Reverend R o b e r t P r o c t e r , C l e r k ,
the F o f t h e p e r p e t u a l c u r a c y o f Eux ton i n t h e c o u n t yt
° r a n c a s t e r a n d y o u r

ssneweth?
? T h a t t h e s a i d p e r p e t u a l c u r a c y i s a B e n e f i c e

f s m a l l v a l u e n o t e x c e e d i n g o n e h u n d r e d p o u n d s a y e a r
° d i s d u l y s e r v e d b y t h e R e v e r e n d H e n r y B r i e r l e y who i s

c e n s e d t h e r e t o a n d r e s i d e s i n t h e a d j a c e n t p a r i s h o f
c n o r l e y w i t h i n a m i l e d i s t a n t f r o m E u x t o n b e i n g t h e
n e a r e s t c o n v e n i e n t r e s i d e n c e h e c a n o b t a i n , t h e r e b e i n g
no p a r s o n a g e h o u s e b e l o n g i n g t o t h e s a i d p e r p e t u a l
c u r a c y :

a l

T h a t y o u r p e t i t i o n e r i s a l s o l i c e n s e d
i p e n d i a r y C u r a t e o f t h e R e c t o r y o f C l a u g h t o n i n t h e

s a i d C o u n t y a n d p e r s o n a l l y s e r v e s t h a t c u r e .

Y o u r p e t i t i o n e r t h e r e f o r e p r a y s t h a t y o u r
L o r d s h i p w i l l b e p l e a s e d t o g r a n t h i m y o u r l i c e n c e t o
r e s i d e o u t o f t h e C h a p e l r y o f E u x t o n a f o r e s a i d f o r t h e

u r p o s e o f e x e m p t i n g h i m f r o m p e c u n i a r y p e n a l t i e s a n d
f o r f e i t s p e r s u a n t t o a n A c t p a s s e d i n t h e 4 3 r d y e a r o f
t h e r e i g n o f H i s M a j e s t y K i n g G e o r g e 3 r d .

D a t e d t h i s 1 8 t h d a y o f J a n u a r y i n t h e y e a r o f
o u r L o r d o n e t h o u s a n d e i g h t h u n d r e d a n d s i x .

( S i g n e d ) R . J . P r o c t e r ?

? c e r t i f i c a t i o n ?

?To t h e R i g h t R e v e r e n d F a t h e r i n God, H e n r y
w i l l i a m , b y D i v i n e p e r m i s s i o n B i s h o p o f C h e s t e r .

We w h o s e n a m e s a r e h e r e u n d e r s u b s c r i b e d o c e r t i f y y o u r
L o r d s h i p t h a t t h e c o n t e n t s o f t h e a n n e x e d p e t i t i o n a r e
t rue .

(Signed) F r e d r i c k Needham- V i c a r o f T u n s t a l l

J o h n T a t h a m - V i c a r o f M e l l i n g ?
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Front of the o r i g i na l vicarage. N o t e h ow the f i rs t step to the ent rance has been
worn away by the passage of feet over some 150 years.

PLATE 2

Front and side o f the ?new? vicarage.
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S e c t i o n 4

The Churchya rd and Glebe

(with A p p e n d i c e s and Plates)
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S e c t i o n 4

The Churchyard and Glebe
ne churchyard (or Chapelyard as it was formerly known)

Je, when w a l k i n g th rough the present church: ard, w i l l probably assume
M o s tP e r a has a lways been as n o w seen bu t th is is y e tt h ec a v e a t a i . and the

tha ical details are tenuous indeed.
pis!

t h e pusial areas lie to the South and south west o f the church, w i t h extensions east
4 orth. There are d is t inc t areas o f age, ve ry ev iden t indeed as an examina t ion

an iheg raves tones makes clear. There are ver t ica l a n d hor i zon ta l memor ia ls , b u t
here jg no evidence anywhere o f there h a v i n g been any vau l t sited in any area.

qothe south west o f the nave i n the Garden o f Remembrance is a pedestal sund ia l .
as ac r e u l a rb a l u s t e r stem w i t h m o u l d e d top and base, and stands o n t w o

R cular stones t e p s . Its h e i g h t above the top step is f o u r feet six inches a n d the steps
a r each sever. inches high. In 1926 there was a plate aff ixed to the sund ia l w i t h the
i a l ?wing inscription:

Rich4 Broxup

C h u r c h w a r d e n

1775

in WhinneyLane,wh ich lies half a mile east of the church, there is a very old farm
ynown as Broxups and it is reasonable to assume that this man l ived there. He

eg on a n u m b e r o f occasions in the records o f L e y l a n d Par ish C h u r c h w h e n
that structure acted as the mother church to Euxton.

Also in theG a r d e n o f Remembrance is an o ld stone fon t w h i c h i s c o m m e n t e d
upon in a book pub l i shed in 1909 b y F ishw ick and D i t ch f ie ld en t i t led Memorials of

o ld Lancashire V o l u m e 2 w h i c h states:

?The ancient Baptismal Fonts of the Hundreds of Leyland and West Derby,
Volume 2 written by JohnW Elles, MB, FES.

Eux ton

The font in Euxton Church has been described as of early date (see Baines
History of Lancashire, Volume 4). This may be the case, but there is no
character about the plain recut circular bow! supported on a modern shaft
of classical design that could possibly help one to decide whether the bowl
is an ancient (possibly Norman) one or whether the whole font is o f
comparatively recent date.?

The oldest memor ia l s tone is one dated 1787 and this records the death o f a y o u n g
child. This memor ia l stone - w h i c h is hor i zon ta l - l ies south o f the nave a lmos t i n
line with the rest ra in ing buttress at the south west corner.
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st m e t h e incumbent was James Armetriding. It is stated this man was the
ALE of the l iving, but i t is far from clear what author i ty he had for al lowing

p a r e achon to take place. It is not known how he came to possess the lands to the
i h uth and south west of the church at that time, and there does not appear to

port c o r d of any author i ty from the Bishop and Diocese of Chester which
ed the burial actions prior to 1885. Nor are any details available as to the
tion of the lands concerned. Armetr iding continued as incumbent ti l l 1795

e n HE was succeeded by the Reverend John Lowes. During the subsequent
whe apencieS of Brierley fol lowed by Wil l iams they approved the burials of th i r ty
i n n s WHOSE memorial stones are chiefly sited on the north side of the nave.

pe am,

2horis'
aut eral

gotfon to R e g u l a r l s e the C h u r c h y a r d Area - Phase 1

a t followed in thep e r i o d from 1787 to 1885 is shrouded in mystery, and the
vajlable evidence is that the official action to regularise the lands around the
* fych iD order to form a cohesive and coherent authorised consecrated burial area
a red on 26th January 1885. At that time a Colonel Crosse who resided at Shaw

H i l ,Chorley, sold an area of land as an extension to the burial ground and this
d was shewn as a quarter statute acre and was sited immediately east of the

cel. I t measured ninety two feet east to west and forty eight feet two inches
porth to south. The use of the word extension in this context is significant indeed.

cost of this parcel o f land was twenty five pounds. There were further charges,
is of which can be found at Appendix 1 to this section, and it wi l l be seen that

the overall cost of creating this f i rst official graveyard was seventy three pounds
two shillings and four pence.

Aplan was prepared by a James Dereham who is quoted as being a surveyor and
?= allowed for two hundred and fif ty graves to be placed in this area. Whether

this was ever adhered to is not known.

tition for consecration was presented to the Bishop of Manchester on 18th
August 1886 and the land concerned was consecrated by him at 12.45 in the
afternoon of 3rd September in that year.

B ya conveyance dated 4th November 1899, Miss Kathleen Mary Crosse and others
transferred a parcel o f land, as detailed in Appendix 2 to this section, to the
Reverend HJGBeloe and others in consideration of a sum of three hundred pounds
intotal. It clearly indicated land which became the only glebe land belonging to the

ish church and was i n area some four acres, one rod and two poles. The area l a y
immediately beh ind the land wh ich had been acqui red f r o m Colone l Crosse i n 1885
as the first off ic ial g raveyard area.

On 3rd August 1904, the area conveyed by Miss Kathleen Mary Crosse was then
conveyed by the Reverend HJG Beloe and others to the Governors of Queen Anne?s
Bounty in order to provide augmentation of the stipend o f the incumbent.

Further action - Extension of the Churchyard area - Phase Il

By the year 1938, the vicar at that time, the Reverend T. Mason, had wr i t ten to
Queen Anne?s Bounty on the 17th September seeking permission to extend the
eisting churchyard in an easterly direction by using a section of the glebe land
purchased in 1899 from Miss Kathleen Mary Crosse.
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in correspondence wi th the Ecclesiastical Commission -
follow?i n g oners - a Deed o f Conveyance dated 13th Dore 1938c a e eosin b y

comand subsequently deposited in the Diocesan Registry, Blackburn, w i th a copy
the geposit in the Euxton church vestry safe. The Conveyance quotes the Reverend
fo gs0n as the authorising officer.
f

oubt seemed to exist as to whether or not plannin; issi
a from the Chorley Rural District Council,b u t on S h November 1939t h e

ob! ication by the church was d u l y approved b y the Rural Dist r ic t Counci l .
app ?aa

er to have this additional burial area consecrated i t was necessary to obtain a
n eo n t ate from the Rural Dean of the Diocese o f Blackburn, that the ground was ?in

ery respect in af i ta n d proper state for consecration?. The Act o f Consecration
? approved by the Bishop of Blackburn on the 25th May 1941.

jg in existence ap u b l i c footpath signposted from the A4
t h e ding in an easterly direction alongside and outside the churchyard e d e s y

eat 10t h e south. T h i s part icular wal l on ly continues approximately half-wa'
t h e B r i t i s h R a i l b o u n d a r y fence. ¥ y

rowards

ublic footpath leaves the conjunction with the churchyard bound. all and
then a ds in a nor th easterly direction across the second extenson of the

c nurchyard. A t the presentt i m e ,t h e footpath leads directly across the gravestone
which have been sited in this further extension to the churchyard area -orials 4 :

Bee pendix 3 to this section.
gee APPEM

the question of introducing an extension to the churchyard area arose in the
e tJy years of theS e c o n d World War - 1939 to 1945 -, it wou ld appear that the action

to divert thep u b l i c footpath away v o m the existing location was not taken at that
me, and as sul sequent e v e n t s and c o m m e n t s w i l l clearly shi i:

w e x f r the p r o b l e m . r l y s h e w , n o t h i n g has b e e n

p a t t e r s c o n c e r n i n g t h e C h u r c h y a r d in the P o s t S e c o n d W o r l d W a r Y e a r s

i n 3945 aw a y l e a fa g r e e m e n t w a s signed b y the Reverend H u b e r t Charles H i l l as
incumbent,a n d t h e L a n c a s h i r e Elec t r ic Power C o m p a n y for the p r o v i s i o n o f an
undergrounde l e c t r i c i t y c a b l e r u n n i n g alongside the b o u n d a r y fence of the Br i t i sh
pail system and proceeding south across w h a t was then regarded as the glebe land.

This part o f the glebe l a n d was subsequent ly so ld to a local b u i l d e r - W i l l i a m
Marsden of Wigan Road, Euxton - and propert ies have been erected thereon.

iris not known i f action took place between the Diocesan Registry, Blackburn, and
the North West Electricity Board regarding the responsibility for this cable and the

wayleaf payment/s.

Construction of Sewer under the Churchyard and Glebe land

Immediately below the southern boundary wall of the churchyard and looking
south, can be seen a substantial i ron tubing system supported on brick pl inths
across Chape] Brook valley and this is in fact a sewer which proceeds to the
Common Bank sewerage treatment works, Chorley. The line runs nor th under the
durchyard and glebe land and is presumably connected in School Lane.
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was 3 parentlyconstructed i n 1949 by the Chorley Rural District Council, and
n ishae that the work was carried out wi thoutei ther a faculty or licence from the
a s <istorial Court of theD ioceseo f Blackburn. I t was considered desirable, in the
Corests of theh e a l t h of the inhabitants of Euxton, and the Rural District that the

i n vet snould remain in the present position.
W"

rotracted cor respondence be tween the Diocesan author i t ies , the C h u r c h
s e t e sioners and the local Rural District Council - now abolished under the
Com of the 1974 Act of Parliament - the sum of three hundred and forty six

un seven shillings and sixpence was paid to the incumbent to cover the costs
we daim for t h e sewer, easements, manholes ete, at Church Field. It seems
o ident that this patch of land provided an area used by the nearby Church of
e a Day and Sunday School.

sement valuation was given as one hundred and eighteen ds

m e e e r e e n c e g) pounds seven

l i n e the sewer Pipework follows across the original glebe land is not evident
from any records held in the church vestry safe nor the Blackburn Diocesan
RegistTY-

other Matters

consideration was g i v e n i n 1949 b y the Parochia l C h u r c h Counc i l to the p r o v i s i o n
of fencing f r o m the sou thern b o u n d a r y w a l l d o w n to Euxton Chape l Br idge thereby

enclosingt h e southern area o ft h e glebe land, bu t n o t h i n g was done in the mat te r
a n d whether this was d u e to the r igh t o f w a y o f the p u b l i c foo tpa th is no t clear.

952 a decision o f the Parochial Church Council resulted in the erection o f a
tantial wooden flagpole and this was sited west of the congregational entrance

to the church. It was used on selected days in each calendar year but in 1980, being
found unsafe, i t was demolished and has never been replaced.

I nI !

in that year, action was carried out by a man named E.Tomlinson to erect a
ed store place c u m gravedigger?s hut on a piece of land adjacent to the

yestry. This small bu i ld ing was demolished and replaced by the secure structure
now occupying the area and has been in situ for some three years.

combin

The year 1953 s a w theP a r o c h i a l C h u r c h Counc i l agree to ma in ta in grave n u m b e r
i n proper order a n d repai r . This action arose f r o m a gi f t o f one h u n d r e d p o u n d s
to be invested for church funds in o rde r to p rov ide the necessary maintenance. I t is
not known i f this act ion is st i l l in operat ion.

adual movement amongst the populat ion towards cremation caused the
parochial Church Council to consider the implications o f this matter, but nothing
was done during this time to provide a separate area wi th in the churchyard, and i t
was not until 1981 that a posit ive action to create a Garden of Remembrance was
initiated and subsequently brought about.

?Thereare two seats in this area - both wooden - each carrying an identity plate. One
seat was given in memory of Ellen, the wife of Francis Hodgkinson, and their son
Kenneth, dated October 1978; and the other in memory of Paula Read aged seven
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ars who died 10th November 1986 and her Aunty Mary and Uncle Ericy t wal t e d 10th June 1990, unty
bolwh?

?er pa r t y to expedi te the mat ter , bu t
W. H o p e , p roposed to w r i t e to

n Regis t rar , B lackburn , seek ing
n g t ransp i red f r o m his p roposed

the Vicar at that time, the Reverend
h i r e County Counci l and the Diocesa:

n e y to carry out diversion action. Noth i
autho

action. . .

4th December 1963 the Parochial Church Council decided to seek approval
on the Rural District Counci l to carry out diversion action, but as with previous
from ¢ concerning this matter nothing was done. Whether this was due to

occasions not clear but i t is di f f icul t not to see this as the reason for the lack o f
apathy 8 The matter was raised again in 1977 and at Appendix 4 to this section Gi

progr re details of correspondence and a drawing from Chorley Borough Council
ind H o had control of such matters fo l lowing the merging of the Rural District

who ?o v d e t the 1974 Act of Parliament. Nothing has yet been done in this long
c o e out matter to resolve the problem.
dra

i north of the lychgate and bordering the A49 trunk road, are twoA shot oia e s and a small pol ice office all in a self-contained t l a on 1956

policehire County Council ini t iated moves to purchase an area of approximately
c a s e o d and sixty f ive square yards of land from the existing glebe land to

n e properties - see Append ix 5 to this section. Fol lowing protracted
a with all parties, the mat te r was resolved by the year 1957.dence will Picorrespon

Financial details were as follows:

i. Purchase money for glebeland £250 0 0
ii. Diocesan Surveyor?s Charges 18 18 0
i i j Diocesan Registrar's Charges 7 1 0 0
i v Church Commissioners Solicitor?s Charges 2 . 5 0

Total_£281 13 0

eceived f r o m the sale o f the g lebe land w e n t to the Bank o f Eng land f o r the
oe tch Commiss ioners.

functil 1 Lane and the Wigan/Preston A49 trunk road in the yearAt the s n i o w t h attachments now s e d as a dentistry practice. On this site
199, 6 at o h a structure consisting of a small cottage wi th ground andf i r s t f loors

i Y puilding was the first school house to be taken into use i n the village.
and i i s they affect the schoo] w i l l be found in Section 5. Suffice it is to saya t t h i s
Derals h a t f was sold to M r & Mrs W.J.Brierley w i th the area of land on which it
n e the original land area of the property was awkward in shape, the
a y e purchased a piece of glebeland in order to make a rectangular area - see
appendix 6 to this section.

The cottage was Know: i s ?We: j e w " in ?chasedk m a t tha t t i m e as ?West V iew?. The land they p u r
Miled some four h u n d r e d and fo r t y square yards and the cost of the purchase wastol
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ds. The conveyance is dated 13th February 1963 with the cash arising
o t posale going to the Church Commissioners. ?

fom
ears t0 have been thep r a c t i c e to inc lude main tenance o f the c h u r c h y a r d a n d

I t e e ably the parsonage - vicarage- lawns as par t o f the verger?s dut ies, b u t b y a
f the Parochia l C h u r c h Counc i l on 26th M a y 1964 this ma in tenance wasscion 0 ? 0

ion wried out by hired help. This was done until 1979 since which time a
to per of male and female members of the congregation have performed the
gaious asks

ing 1964 LancashireC o u n t y Counc i l purchased a small str ip o f land f rom the
p u t i d i a t e l y in front o f the first parsonage - vicarage - house and leading
wesards the lychgate. This was necessary in order to straighten out that portion of

10" M9t runk road in v iew of the increasing volume of traffic on that road. Cost
ow conveyance details do not appear to be available. The increasing use of motor

a n by members of the congregation when attending church services, created
gestion on the small area in front of the original parsonage (vicarage) house and

o n e it was decided to use a port ion o f the glebeland immediately to the rear o f
"police houses and adjacent bungalow, as a car park area. Wi th the approval o f

theDiocesan authorities an area was set aside and taken into use. The cost of the
frst phase was £1,700. Upgrading the area to the present day standards was carried
out in 4987 and costs were approximately £6,000.

ear 1983 saw the need toa m e n d the layout of the indiv idual gravestone areas,
andapprovalw a s soughtf r o m the Diocesan authorities to advertise, in accordance

requirements, action to remove the kerbstones from every ind iv idualwih lege! is acti Id assist i i

ye area. T h i s ac t i on woul assist in c h u r c h y a r d ma in tenance a n d enable
w e r grass cu t t ing mach ine ry to be used thus lessening the w o r k content.

rollowing pressp u b l i c i t y t h r o u g h local and the var ious Lancashi re c o u n t y area
newspapers, act ion was d u l yc a r r i e d out . A n u m b e r o f fami l ies however , objected
jo the proposalsa n d these f a m i l y grave kerbstones have been le f t in si tu. Where

gaves are allocated in f u t u r e years, n o grave kerbstones w i l l be a l l owed to be placed
with theheads tone .
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A p p e n d i x 1

o k Buxton Church Additional Burial G r o u n d .<
ee P e

DSCRIPTIONS. -AYMENTS.sunsc f e a e n a raya f e a .
= 3S OO Me. J Derkam,Pianof Zand 2 2 0s 0 0 Gol C r o s s ,f noreof Land... are)
~~ $ 0 0 Mean. Wits & ?Descos, Solicitors, Legal

: 2 0 } eprsaretine ~ ee

F o s 5 0 MrDewhart,Drasieg Pi i186ihe 3 0 9 Me Torinsee,Draining Titer + 012 0
BH Kawelte Bo s 0 0 Tron flardies, Gate, den. w e s
W. Maybe s o o | ue Therstn torT a eQuicks de. r a uMe . i Cousscration Forms of Bors

e r r k Belle i o e | B e a n C h a g a s , 3 i iCoe ee ~ . varie Diteh t o rFe 3G i i c e e d11 Coasrerataon 3 0 0 f F Bretharcan dfpring D r e . Ww 3

Bice Talbebee - - 1 1 0 i SezlonWeedingeedLavelliog 1 6 94 , Hes,Eqs * -~ 1 1 0 Redding-up old Fence, ~ a y
HireBlot $ 9 0 fF ura?Beh, tor#50 Grarsa 110 0Mine darnagion B 0 0 Regutar Bookfar Gravee ~- 9 9 0
GolSeleeeiar - 1 0 6 E S p r a r scf Prag eed Potugw O 6 6
ATowed s t . A g e Balancepassed to ChurchExpenses Accra, 110 3

co Dw - - i
Mopeciam . s o |
= Heeghan ow oOo |* Lawreect . o s o ft
S y ? ? a u g ? 2 ? |

Slall S e l e n e o s o s s e |
m i n g } e i t y
= i

ThacheveAsareniscoumcnedemtpasted at Vestry Necing, Madon the {40h de, 1687,

J. WILLIAMS, Ohacrman,

S e a R R E TCa

Cha r l eswor th Secty to the Bishop o f Manchester dated 24 June 1886h a fetter irom encecrat ion date o f the f i r s t p o r t i o n o f the Bur ia l G r o u n d as
x e e b e r 3rd 1886, at 12.45 in the afternoon.
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A p p e n d i x 2

ad purchased from Kathleen Mary Crosse - 4th November 1899
ww

a V K

Police
Station

Not to scale

Notes: a. Shaded area was sold by Conveyance No. 515008 dated 4th November
1899 between Miss Kathleen Mary Crosse and others and the Reverend
HJG Beloe and others.

b. Land area was 4 acres 1 rod and 2 poles. Cost £300.
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A p p e n d i x 2
?The public footpath across the churchyard is shown by the dotted lines -
marked path.
Area became Diocesan glebe land in 1978. Residue of land south of the
churchyard s o u t h e r n boundary wal l is now under control o f the
Blackburn Diocesan Glebe Committee and the only remain ing glebe
Jand area.

e, The information for this Appendix was obtained from records of Euxton
held in the Blackburn Diocesan offices.

©
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A p p e n d i x 3

r plan which shews the second (phase 1I) extension to the churchyard

Not to scale

Notes: a Shaded area shown as Phase II was taken from the land purchased from
Kathleen Mary Crosse (see Appendix 2) in 1941 - Area B

b. Less than one acre i n area,

c Area A purchased f rom Colonel Crosse (see Appendix 1).
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A p p e n d i x 4i

Chorley Borough Counc i l

we A K B I M Chorley,
aM Kanes, PRT ADP,scutive Telephone: Chorley S611.

O o o Cle

wets pao/MoD = W/9 When cailing of telephoning please ask for

ver ts

18th November, 1977.

Dear S i r ,

P u b l i cF o o t p a t hN o . 2 0 E u x t o n

F u r t h e r t o my l e t t e r o f the 7 t h November , I now
e n c l o s e c o p y o f a map showing more c l e a r l y t h e l i n e o f

. t h e f o o t p a t h . You w i l l n o t i c e t h a t t h i s c r o s s e s t h e
g r a v e y a r d a n d i t was n o t e d by a member o f my s t a f f and &
member o f t h e E n g i n e e r and D i r e c t o r o f W o r k ' s s t a f f when
v i s i t i n g t h e s i t e t h a t t h e l i n e o f the p a t h r u n s o v e r a
number o f g r a v e s . I t wou ld a p p e a r , t h e r e f o r e , t h a t a
D i v e r s i o n O r d e r i s n e c e s s a r y and a s u g g e s t e d r o u t e i s shown
i n b l u e o n t h e p l a n . I s h o u l d be p l e a s e d t o h a v e y o u r
c o m m e n t s .

Y o u r s f a i t h f u l l y ,

Ch ie f Execut ive O f f i c e r .

H r . H. W a l s h ,
A v o n d a l e ,
2 Queensway,
EUXTON,
C h o r l e y ,
PR? GPW.
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C H O R L E Y Borough Council
WA. LLM. Solicitor, Chief Executive R a g e

yw oa ha r i . Lancashire PA7 1DP
toes

Telephone (DeclUna) 10257) 244200
Padichhooardt(0257)268611,Ext 4200
FaxNo (0257 241008
Presse mak tor M r J W D a v i e s
You Rat
MyRet

WP No Execlet1\1306m72
Dane s th August 2993

mhenk you for your letters of 23rd March and 27th July,
need for # diversion of part of the route of foot, .

Tee oa waa reported to the Technicel & General Services Coen tte on the
ath July. The Committee recommended that a divereion order under
section 119 of the Highways Act 1980 be prepared and subject to Council
approval on the 2lst September en order wi l l be processed and the
footpath diverted as shovn on the attached plan no. HVYI12. The Buxton
parish Church Council have been consulted over the matter and are ie
sgreement with the proposed re-routing.
Wa are pleased to give pemission for the inclusion of the documents in

forthcoming publication. I would like to take the opportunity of
wiebing you success with your book and thank you for bringing thir Long
eotetanding maxter Co our attention.

Yours sincerely

Cuiet Executive

?This letter was received after the manuscript
for the book had been completed



A p p e n d i x 5

feepurrted Aetooters & Vs

yOWH HALL £228 ROOMS
CHORLEY

Fon Jpencrticgrioy Fageotes Mey
Searc Yosno

Permission obtained f r o m Smi th & H o d g k i n s o n in the i r le t ter reference N D / S P D
dated 29 March 1993 to reproduce this plan.
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A p p e n d i x 6

Glebe Land

Police Houses
?and Office

Shaded area behind the school house was sold to W] Brierley and his
Notes # wife. Area comprised 494 square yards or thereabouts.

b Taken from Glebe land. Sale price of this area was £60 Os 0d.

150



Pla te 1

This sundial is situated on the south side of the church, At the time this plate
was taken (summer 1987), the copper t ime-plate was showing serious
deterioration in that atmospher ic condit ions were beginning to erode the
engraved details. This time-plate was stolen in 1991 and has not been recovered.
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PLATE 2

This is the stone font wh i ch stood at the rear of the church behind the last pew,
prior to the organ al terat ion and reconstruction. At this po in t in t ime the age o f
the font is in cons iderable doubt and var ious wr i ters have expressed the v iew
that it is not as o ld as the church, nor is it the original font as instal led when the
church was f irst constructed.
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S e c t i o n 5

T h e S c h o o l s

(w i th A p p e n d i c e s and Pla tes)



S e c t i o n 5

The Schools
Parish C h u r c h Hall at 20.10.1991

guxton

Boiler
Room

P L A N Not to scale

The Schools (and use as Church Hatl)

I t is h igh ly p robab le tha t the fami l ies en te r ing in to the l i fe o f the v i l l age a t t h i s
time, wi l l assume that the m o d e r n j u n i o r school catering f o r the f ive to eleven year

o l d c h i l d r e n a n d s i tua te i n Bank Lane, is the o n l y schoo l ever to be used i n
connection w i t h the C h u r c h o f Eng land re l ig ion, but this is no t so.

This modern school was erected in the 1955/65 period and, as such, the historyo f
the buildings, staff and pupi ls is only in its infancy. It is not the purpose o f this
section to deal wi th these matters, but to concentrate solely on the first and second
Church of England schools to have been in use down many years.
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r s t O8Y Schoo! in Euxton . Church of England

he historyo f wis first school commences on 7th August 1758 when a man named
john Lonsivor

mpeing desirous t h a t you th mighi in reading, wr i t ing and
ccounts, conveyed w r e e eo f Tan the manor of Euxton lying on the

east side of the h ighway, leading between Paks t a n W i g a n c o n t a i n i n g
sixteen pe rches , whereon a bu i ld ing had tely erected, which was
intended to be converted into a school, andDe ?4 this land and building was given
in trust to Wi l l iam Farr ington and others to act asTrustees?, 8 ®

t be instructed
d, part of th

Jand and bu i ld ing stood at the junct ion
4 wigan road, in the area n o w o,

an
ctice. The bui ld ing was a small cottage with two ropra
floors. In its later years it was known as ?W,

first ed by indenture dated 1759 threec l o s
o n d , The Big Meadow and The Litt leM e a d
Me twenty eight perches.

of what is. now known as School Lane
ecupied by abunga l low and used as a dent is t ry

oms each, on the ground and
est View? cottage, Longworth also

es of land in Euxton, called ?The
?Ow? containing five acres three rods

the 31st January 1770, one Samuel Crooke ?by indenture directed the Trustees of
O n will to pay five pounds yearly to the Schoolmaster for the time being, to teach
har poor children at the new school in Euxton?.
fo

jam Woodcock, by his wil l , gave to the Trustees of the ?free school? in Euxton,w i l l uunds ?to be raised out of his Personal estate in trust, to be placed out at
twenty good security, and the yearly interest to be applied for the behoof of the
e e r of the said school, as an augmentation of his salary on every first May?.

his wi l l dated 2nd April 1793 gave ?to the Trustees of the free schoolRalphPlatt, b y hundred pounds tob e placed x good security with the interest to be
0 e d of as follows: viz, four Parts out of every five to the schoolmasterproper ly

rised to teach at the said school, for the Purpose of teaching in succession,f o rauthor ht additional poor children belonging to Buxton, to read English and the
0 0 one fifth to be expended in purchasing prayer books for the use of the

T a ditional poor children, which should be given to them, to each a book when
w i should be respectively dismissed from the said school?.

mination of the children was to be by Curate or Clergyman, Chapelwarden,ventable and Overseers of the poor in Euxton.

john y his wil i in funds, and theBeatson, by h is w i l l , gave one h u n d r e d pounds to be la id o u t in fu ij idends t h e r ?eof t o be p a i d to the schoolmaster in augmenta t ion o f his salary.divi

i holars, thewere in 1758 and later, and the number of sc 7

Whos e e r attended t h e school, w h o the scholars were and the sexes Pee once
it ear to be available, but in the year 1817 on

a 2S Trstoes one t e R e v e r e n d Robert Procter - non-resident incumbent o f
Jane the r c h of England chapelry, the Reverend Henry Brierley - reumben t ando e  b u x t o n Church of England chapelry, John Clayton, John Lowe,
Gurison John Balshaw, Hugh Holden and James Talbot.

y
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c a t i t y Commissioners? report for that date states inter-alia that:
qe

The schoolhouse was in good repair. It contained a schoolroom on the
» ound floor, and two rooms over, which were at that t ime occupied by

the son-in-law of the schoolmaster.

?The schoolmaster wasa p p o i n t e d by the Trustees, and was p e r m i t t e d b y
b them to let the t h r e e fields given by John Longwor th , at his o w n

discretion and to receive the rent for his own use. In 1817 these fields
were in the occupation of Lawrence Felton at a good yearly rent o f
fourteen pounds.

The schoolmaster also received the fol lowing annual sums:

j. Five pounds from Crooke?s Charity.

i i . One p o u n d f r o m the Overseers o f the poor, as interest o n the t w e n t y
p o u n d s invested f r o m Woodcock?s w i l l .

j i j , Four pounds from the same Overseer being four fifths o f the interest
from one hundred pounds given by Ralph Platt in his wil l .

i v . The d i v i d e n d s f r o m one h u n d r e d and f o r t y f o u r p o u n d s , f i v e
shi l l ings and n ine pence three per cent Consols purchased w i t h the legacy
f r o m the w i l l o f John Beatson, a m o u n t i n g to f o u r p o u n d s s ix sh i l l i ngs
and t w o pence per a n n u m f r o m w h i c h a d e d u c t i o n w a s m a d e f o r
commiss ion o n rece ip t thereof. The stock stood in the names o f Messrs
Nickson, L a t h a m a n d Balshaw and the d iv idends h a d been rece ived b y
M r Park inson, Sol ic i tor, Chor ley.

a The schoolmaster, in respect of Crooke?s gift, instructed in reading five,
and in respect o f Platt?s gift, eight poor boys or girls, the children o f

ns belonging to the township of Euxton, appointed by the Trustees
or admitted by the master wi thout such appointment.

school was open for instruction inr e a d i n g , wr i t ing and arithmetic, to the
qhildren o f all the inhabitants of Euxton and the neighbouring places, but the
master was paid by the parents for the education of all scholars other than the free
scholars.

what type or variety of equipment was used in the schoolroom is not known, but
umably slate pencil and slate screen were used as the wr i t i ng and teaching

medium. What the school hours were, the attendance periods and all other matters
relating to the foundat ion o f this f i rst school under the Church of England
wrisdiction is not known. Whether Roman Catholic and Nonconformist chi ldren
were exuded f rom consideration or attendance at schoo! is not known, but it is to
te noted that the Roman Catholic church now in situ in the village had not been
erected by 1817. It has not been possible to trace any records other than the
foregoing.

Ina report to the Bishop o f Chester on the 17th January 1815, Henry Brierley, Curate
at Fuxton chapel (church) presented information covering a range of questions
raised by the Bishop. Details o f his comments, observations and answers can be
found at Appendix 1 to this section and whether this action was the gathering of
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tion which ultimately led t o the ?National School? (second school) being
inform in 1837 is not known, but it is significant that the third question raises the
ectedpo in t of the National Society?s influence,

.g e c o n d D a y S c h o o l in E u x t o n - C h u r c h o fE n g l a n d

e twenty years were to elapse unt i l in or about the year 1838, f r om
s o s ondencew h i c h seems toh a v e passed between the Trustees o f the f i rst

co al and the Office o f the Char i ty Commissioners, it seems that th is school
sch ding had become too small for the requirements of the township. The Trustees
pull wi th the incumbent that the school should thereafter be carried on i n a

4 e,convenientb u i l d i n g w h i c h had been erected in 1837 on the north side of
wwe a] Lane at the junct ion wi th the Wigan to Preston road - currently the A49 -

4 which had been intended part ly for use as a Sunday School; that the
and ywment of this first school should be transferred, and that the ?old bui ld ing? -

fast schoolhouse ~ should be used as a residence for the schoolmaster and
s ho o l m i s t r e s s -

she rusts o f the n e w b u i l d i n g were declared by a deed dated 27th September 1837
?seciting that a gran t h a d been obta ined f r o m the N a t i o n a l Society f o r t he

jon o f a school at Eux ton for the educat ion o f p o o r chi ldren, and that a sum o f
three h u n d r e d pounds accord ing to the Reverend Gardner B a l d w i n , V ica r

fLeyland - h a d been ra isedb y v o l u n t a r y subscr ipt ions, a p lo t o f l a n d in E u x t o n
oO eaining f our h u n d r e d and n ine t y f o u r square yards w a s in cons iderat ion o f the

of ten pounds? - A p p e n d i x 2 and3 to this sect ion - ?conveyed to cer ta in
tees upon trust to erect and m a i n t a i n a schoo l room or schoo lhouse thereon

and to pe rm i t the same t o b e used f o r the educa t ion o f p o o r c h i l d r e n i n the
sndiples o f C h r i s t i a n re l i g i on accord ing to the doc t r i ne and d isc ip l i nes o f the

nited Church o f Eng land and Ire land? - note the lack o f m e n t i o n o f Sco t land -
agnd i t was fur ther declared that the school was to be managed and c o n d u c t e d b y
such teachers and accord ing to such rules and regulat ions as the o f f i c ia t ing m in i s t e r
for the time being o f Eux tonc h a p e l (church) shou ld f r o m t ime to t ime di rect , b u t so
ghat such rules a n d r e g u l a t i o n s s h o u l d no t be r e p u g n a n t to the p r i n c i p l e s o r
disciplines recommended b y the N a t i o n a l Society, a n d that the V i c a r o f L e y l a n d ,
the incumbent a n d Curate o f Eux ton chapel (church) and the C h u r c h w a r d e n a n d

Chapelwarden o f Eux ton s h o u l d at all t imes be ex-of f ic io trustees u n d e r the deed?.

Trus

A n appo in tmen to f n e w T r u s t e e s w a s m a d e b y a d e e d d a t e d 2 5 t h J u l y 1839, b u t w h o
those p e o p l e w e r e is n o t k n o w n . A n a r r a n g e m e n t a p p e a r e d to h a v e b e e n m a d e b y
which the c o n s e n t o f t h e T r u s t e e s o f t h e ? E n d o w e d S c h o o l ? w a s r e q u i r e d f o r t h e

intment of the master, but after a few years, serious differences arose between
the incumbent - the Reverend John Wil l iams of whom mention is made at length
in Section 1 - and the Trustees in regard to the management of the school. In 1854
it seems these differences were brought to the notice of the Charity Commissioners.
In the correspondence which followed, it was alleged that many of the subscriptions
for the new school? had been given on the understanding that the ?Endowed
School? should be carried on in this new building, and that the subscribers were
unaware that by the deed of conveyance, the management and control o f the new
school had been vested in the incumbent. This provis ion appears to have been
inserted in consequence o f a grant having been received from the National Society.

Apparently, and in order to overcome the problems, the Char i ty Commissioners
suggested that appl icat ion should be made to the County Cour t for an order
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ting the ?Endowed? - first-school and the ?Subscription and Grant? -
p l s school and establishing a scheme for the future regulation, but nothing

mt ne py the parties concerned at that time.0
er, in 1860, the correspondence was renewed - the Reverend John Wil l iams

powe¥?? ie incumbenta t Euxton for some twenty three years by this date. By a
padbe from the Chari ty Commissioners dated 7th August 1860 an appl icat ion

fic 2 to the County Court at Chorley, and by an order o f that court dated 23rd
yas m0 1860, made in the matter o f the ?Endowed School? in Euxton, four new
a 5 were appointed in addi t ion to the four surv iv ing trustees of those

T e t e in 1839.
a
" e real estate belonging to the charity - ?Endowed School? - was vested in the

a t h ?Trustee of Charity Lands, and it was specifically directed that the sum of one
of f i and forty three pounds fifteen shil l ings and nine pence three per cent

fs, forming the endowment of John Beatson?s charity, should be transferred
cons0!Off ic ial Trustees o f Charitable Funds, and that the sum of one hundred and
t o p o u n d s then in the Leyland Savings Bank, being the endowments of Ralph
twenty d Wil l iam Woodcock, should also be paid into the account of the Off ic ial

investment in Consols. These actions were duly carried out on the
861.

the amalgamation o f the two schools was left to be dealt w i th by a scheme of the
charity Commissioners, and by an application from the Reverend Thomas Rigbye

jdwin, Vicar o f Ley land and John Balshaw of Euxton, received by the
Leni joners on the 4th January, 1861, the Commissioners, on the 19th A p r i l

1961, made such an order for the regulation of the two schools.

qhe Scheme provided that the two schools should be united and carried on as one
schoo! under the provisions of the Scheme. The eight persons then in off ice as
Jrustees oft h e ?Endowed School "under the provisions of the County Court order

previously mentioned, and the Vicar o f Leyland, plus the Incumbent and Curate
and Churchwarden and Chapelwarden of Euxton constituted the Trustees o f the

united Charity. Provision was made in the Scheme for the appointment of new
Trustees, subject to the approval o f the Char i ty Commissioners, whenever
vacancies arose.

After providing for the management of the Trust and for the appointment and
removal of any mastera n d mistress, the Scheme directed that any master, in

consideration of the benefitrece ived by him from the Charity, should be bound
aways to instruct at the ?National School? as foundation scholars twelve chi ldren,
to be selected and appointed from time to time by the Trustees f rom the most
deserving poor chi ldren resident in the township of Euxton - note that the

previous number was thirteen. What caused the change?

The school was to be open on weekdays - which appears to have inc luded
Saturdays - to the children of all resident inhabitants of Euxton township between

the ages of five and sixteen and was to be used on Sundays as a Sunday School for
instruction of the children of the township, under the management and control o f
the incumbent of Euxton for the time being. The religious instruction in the Day
School was to comprise the Bible and Bible history and ~ subject to a conscience
cause - the Church catechism, and ?was to be consonant w i th the principles and
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es of the C h u r c h o f Eng land?. Subjects o f secular i n s t r u c t i o n w e r e also
g o d s

an order of the Char i ty Commissioners dated 26th May 1871, the land
pnder in 1758 by John Longworth for the ?Endowed School? which consisted of
n e s e known as the School Buckshaws, was sold for the sum of one thousand

g reef e a r e d and ten pounds. The purchase money was paid to the Off ic ia l
wo h of Charitable Funds and was invested by them in one thousand three

T n e d and four pounds eleven shillings and seven pence three per cent Consols.
unt

e year 1900 the interests from all the investments held in aid of the joint
sy the Y a and National School? amounted to forty three pounds seven shillings
pndo nt pence per annum, plus five pounds from Crooke?s Charity and this was

w i a contribution to the general expenses of the school.

and Activities concerning the Combined ?Endowed and National
sta le? > 1839-1939.

ig indeed fortunate that the Minu te Book concerning the vir tual day to day
It xa s of the Trustees dur ing these years has survived22 and the fo l l ow ing

aciecenitatiVe details provide a most interesting backcloth to the operation of the
ool.

? first meeting o f the Trustees was he ld on the 29th Ju ly 1839 w i t h those presen t

peing:

M r . J. N . Far r ing ton C h a i r m a n

M r . T. B. Crosse

M r . J. Masters

M r . G. J. W a i n w r i g h t
M r . H o l d e n

M r . Ba lshaw

Rev. J. W i l l i a m s Secretary and Treasurer

Ibis to be noted that Crosse was the person f r o m w h o m the land for the f i rs t p a r t o f
the church yard w a s purchased. The Reverend John W i l l i a m s had been the Cura te
and Incumbent of Euxton Chapel for two years only, fol lowing the death o f Henry
Bresley. A t this inaugural meeting it was decided that:

(a) Two meetings o f the Trustees w o u l d be held annua l l y

&) The Incumbent - the Reverend John Wil l iams - wou ld give consent for the
Day School to be used as a Sunday School.

( The Incumbent was to take possession of the old school house - the former
?Endowed School? - and that the said house was to be repaired as a residence
for the master. Sufficient money had been borrowed - f rom whom, h o w

Duancashire Record Office, Euxton School. Minute Book, reference PR 2902/7. 1839-1939

159



uch etc., is not stated in the minutes - for that purpose, wi th the Trustees
jo in t ly being answerable for the repayment of the Joan.

T h e Incumbent was to b e Tequested to procure persons to act as School
Master and School Mistress w i t h f inal approval and conf i rmat ion o f
appointment to be by the Trustees,

@

jg not recorded how a man named John Rigby came to be appointed as the School
KM yer, but at the Trustees? Meeting on the 8th October 1845 it is stated that Rigby
Maen yed at the Chorley Court House, and, according to the wording in the Minute
P y t h e flagrant and indecorous proceedings in which he acknowledged

se l f as a participator - evidence confirmed by credible witnesses - rendered him
m n f i t person to have the management of the School?, Sacked!!!

the 10th November 1845, a John Singleton and his sister Margaret Singleton
B y appointed temporari ly asHeadmaster and Headmistress and they were to
gocupy the old schoolhouse,w h i c h w a s to be surrendered by John Rigby to them. It
was the duty of Singleton and his sister to be in attendance at the Sunday School.

tics concerning the combined schools for the year November to October 1846
e e the f o l l o w i n g de ta i l s :

Day S c h o o l S c h o l a r s Sunday S c h o o l S c h o l a r s

p a t e Boys G i r l s T o t a l
1611+ 42 28 70 I n t h e p e r i o d J a n u a r y -

i l . 28 O c t o b e r 1846 t h e r e was an
1.46 56 a v e r a g e o f 2 0 / 3 0 b o y s a n d g i r l s

2 .46 68 a t t e n d i n g e a c h week .
12 .10 .46 8 0 / 9 0

Attendance at the Day School i n c l u d e d the thirteen ?free places? - foundat ion
gholars. It was also somewhat irregular. Attendance details for the year 1847-1848
recorded a gradual increase in the number of scholars froma t o t a l of f i f ty boys and
gals at the beginning of the year to around ninety at the end of the year.

In his report to the Trustees at the end o f the year, the Headmaster John Singleton
provided details - by name - of the ?free scholars? - foundation scholars - and these

were:

Ralph Ravenscroft, Ellen Auton, James Platt, M. Derbyshire, Eliz. Rosbottam, Jas.
Ravenscroft, George Ryding, Thos. Bretherton, Hugh Fishwick, Sarah Cooper, M a r y
Pilkington, Thos. Hunter, Jas. Hodgkinson, and all are taught free o f charges.

(signed) Jno. Singleton.
Master.
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1849 and 1850 the numbers at schoa ol wi imi i
i n a t school activities were shewn as: sre very similar to the preceding

Reading 80

w r i t i n g 49

Ar i t hmet i c i
English Grammar M1

Geography 11 ?With Globes?
Knitting and Sewing 28

t period o f time, or whether these details wei e i i
o r s , . t t h e books used in the studies were re a representative sample is

no!

?Markhams Spe l l i ng Book, The Bible and Testament, Go ldsmi ths
Geography, Murrays Grammar and Walsinghams Arithmetic?.

e school moved towards the end of the fifth decade, coming events began to
se their shadows. Unpleasant overtones seemed to have developed between
as jn Trustees, the first inkling of which came in a special notation in the
cer utes of the 26th December 1859 meeting which reads: ?This book and a copy of

or ig ina l deed o f land f rom the Manderv i l le Trustees to the Reverend G.
awin of land for theN a t i o n a l School was sent to Mr. Crosse by the Treasurer

and Secretary G.J. Wa inwr igh t for purposes named at the last meeting the said
and deed with the other two deeds sent to Mr. Crosse before to be returned to

w t Wainwright as soon as done with.

RonshawH a l l ,
paxton. (Sgd) Geo. J. W. (Wainwright)
D e c . 1859.

Note. Mr. Williams has the account for £25. 4s 0d being amount received from
London at £4. 4s Od per year from 1854 to 1859 which ought to have been paid
to the Treasurer Mr . Wainwright when received by Mr. Williams.?

The next meeting o f t h e Trustees on A p r i l 5th 1860, turned out to be very
unpleasant indeed . Tt is quite clear there was considerable animosity between

Reverend JohnW i l l i a m s and T. B. Crosse and this seems to have concerned the
formal amalgamation o f the ?Endowed School and the National School? and

sumably the overall control, which in the ult imate lay with Williams. Each had
written independently to the Chari ty Commissioners and the meeting, when made
aware of these actions, was in complete disarray. The Charity Commissioners in a
reply- presumably addressed to the Trustees en-bloc - referred pointedly to this
disarray which prevented action by them and they stated that the arrangements for
the amalgamation needed to be concerted, agreed and resubmitted to them. At this
Trustees? meeting the animosi ty between Wi l l iams and Crosse erupted w i t h
onsiderable acrimony, w i th Wi l l iams storming out o f the meeting cal l ing the
members ?a pack of old women etc.? Singularly enough, the official ink wr i t ten
minutes of the meeting do not contain this detail and it was added ata later date by
Crosse- in pencil. Crosse had also addeda pencil footnote which stated ?maps not
restored, taken out o f the school house by Mr, Williams?.
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b y that t ime,
+ p nM annua l sum of £4, 4)pro i f ied source in L o n d o n , bu t » 4s. Od. f r o m somea te n s o e m this was p resumab ly the ?Consols Office?, for the

yous

crne 5982 con t inued to the 29th October 1860 Meet ing w h e n Crosse - as C h a i r m a n -
Jained ofthefrustration created by William: i

e f i oral salamat he "enone my Reape fo ave he

jams had wr i t ten to the schoolmas:

jttor are not known But a seems to have been couched in very offensive terms
and this great ly , © Trustees - so much so that they appear to have

jdered building a n o t t © school behind the existing ?Endowed School? and for
7 ced under the control of the Tr i l i ishis to be pla be a m t ?ust. Wil l iams left the meeting after

ing to have been asl ed to ?step outside?, The meeting ended with the Se
. d to wr i te to Wi l l iams inst i ii 5 ?h Noa a n y" ordere Tucting h im to return to the schoolmast

desks, boards, book: i sved frommaps, forms, desk  DOOks and other properti
? school house to his own house or o f whichh e had possession Ad removed f rom

py this time, the Reverend G. Baldwin, Vicar of Leyland had become a member o f
d it is abundantly clear th; itheTrustees and 1 'y cle at these people wished to resolve the lon

grawn out question of amalgamation of the two schools. By a resolution at the
qrustees? meeting of 7th December 1860, they stated that:

ter of that date- the gist and content of the

furthermore that the Reverend Mr. Baldwin, Mr. Sperling and Mr. T. T. Parker be
appointed a sub-committee fo examine into the accounts of the Treasurer and of
any person receiving or having any other transactions wi th the Funds or affairs of
the Trusts?.

The formal consolidation of the ?Endowed and National Schools? was achieved by
the Board of the Chari ty Commission order under their seal, dated the 19th day o f
April 1861. The Trustees then in post were:

The Reverend Thomas Rigby Baldwin, Clerk, Vicar of the Parish of Leyland

Edward Edge Silvester, of Nor th Hal l in Worthington, Esquire.

Thomas Townley Parker of Adl ington, Esquire

The Reverend John Sperling, Clerk, Rector of Eccleston

John Balshaw, of Euxton, Yeoman

George Johnson Wainwr igh t , of Runshaw Hall,E s q u i r e

The Reverend John Wil l iams, Clerk, Incumbent of Euxton

Thomas Bright Crosse, o f Shawe Hall , all in the County of Lancaster.
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7a c t i o n c e ePecnunseerly Situation Tegarding the amalgamation
a ?en the participants, S? appears tohave ended, but it Teflects little

2, warring facti in i sae end of 186: iB ONS were again in i
8 i n g on the 27th December of that year, when ten T a s t e ere pe special

m a stees were present, tworoblems arose, the f i rst concerning the fields d in 1

a l o t PO second concerning the closing o n d e n c ? Longworth in r e
. chet ?OTres: ia n t i s s i o n e r s in the conso l i da t i on o f the t w o vdi ce y e n c e n c e f r o m the C h a r i t y

Ve done. Williams?Proposa l wasf l a t l y rejected by the Trustees and i t is di f f icul t
rot © feel sympathy w i t h Wi l l iams in v iew o f subsequent event,

jna motion proposed at this meeting by the Reverend
sees and Rector o f Eccleston, and seconded by Mr

that ?TheTrus teesh a v i n gcons idered the letter addressed to the Chairman of the
Charity Commission dated 13th instant, beg to thank them for the confidence

inced in them in thatl e t t e r , at the same time they wish strongly to protest against
the statements contained in the letter of the Reverend J Wi l l iams to the
Commissioners dated 11th instant and they consider them both contrary to fact and
gs reflecting vigorouslyo n themselves, That a copy of this motion be forwarded by
the secretary to the Commissioners?. The motion was carried by eight votes to two
and Williams was once again discomfited. The name of the person who supportedhim is notk n o w n .

JS p e r l i n g , a m e m b e r o f t h e
EE S i l ves te r , i t w a s m o v e d

Tilcock continued to occupy the fields until 1871, but at a special meeting of the
on the 27th February of that year i t is recorded that ?By a letter received by

the Trustees f rom JR Crosse, this person offered the sum of one thousand two
pundred and ten pounds to purchase the fields, n o w identi f ied as the ?School
Buckshaws?.

The trustees agreed to accept the offer, on l y the Reverend John Wi l l iams
dissenting. It was also proposed, seconded and carried ?that in the opinion of this
meeting, any attempt on the part o f an indiv idual member of the Trust to defeat
the object of the first resolution above carried by the ex-parte representations made
to the Charity Commissioners wou ld be extremely unbecoming?.

That this was n o w a direct warn ing to Wil l iams not to interfere isu n d o u b t e d l y
true, but it begs a series o f questions as to who this man Crosse was. Was h e a son

arelative o f Thomas Bright Crosse, a member of the Trust? Who set the price
revel? What compensation d id Ti lcock receive for any improvements he may

have made down the years he occupied the land? The minutes are remarkably
silent on these points and i t must be assumed that Wil l iams was highly suspicious
of the transaction.

at some length the problems encountered during the formative yearssF e n ened ?Endowed and National Schools?, the detail, in many instances,
has been reproduced verbatim in order to present a word picture of those years and
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general idea of the nature and character of the participants in control of the
0018

gchoo ! Records, C o s t to Fam i l l es o f Pup i l s , Cos t of Ope ra t i ng the
isgchoo

a the Trustees record the arrivals and
ures of var ious schoolmasters and schoolmistresses down the years, but

depi l s of scholastic achievements, if any, are not recorded, It is clear that at certain
deteds of the year, harvesting, potato lifting or picking, and other agricultural

svitieS: attendances at the school were irregular. It must be clearly understood
ach tendance requirement at this period of time.

, utes o f the v a r i o u s m e e t i n g s h e l d b y

art

arene was no formal f ixed legal at:

jd were on a weekly basis and wer
Fees ne pennies for those other than th
dec i d to the schoolmaster or schoolmist

e i n a book set aside for the purpose.

cost o f operat ing the school, not in
¥ olmistress?s s t i pends is no t recorded.

e o f the o rde r o f one, t w o o r three - p re -
e f o u n d a t i o n scholars. These fees h a d to
Tess everyM o n d a y m o r n i n g , and a record

clusive of the schoolmaster?s and
In the year 1876 the schoolmaster?s

s t ipendi s shewn as:

Stipend per Annum
£ s d

Endowment 5 2 0 0 Al l sources.
Pence 30 0 0 Fees by children.
Grant 23 0 0
Probable Contr ibut ions 15 0 0 Supporters of the school.

122 0 0
Less:
Pupil Teacher 1 2 0 0

Expenses 5 0 . 0
Net Stipend 1 0 5 0 9

In order to safeguard the schoolmaster?s accommodation f rom any such person
whose services were no longer required, on the appointment o f Henry Sykes on the
5th March 1887, he was required to sign the fol lowing declaration which makes
interesting reading indeed. The statement reads:

?1, Henry Sykes declare that I w i l l reside constantly in the school residence and
discharge always to the best o f m y abil i ty the duties of Master of the School at
Euxton and that in case 1 am removed by the Trustees I wi l l thereupon rel inquish
all daims to the office and its future emoluments and wi l l deliver up possessiono f
the school and residence to the Trustees and also that i t shall be lawful for them i f
occasion shall be thereupon to take possession of the school bu i ld ing and m y
residence there and of all property of the charity held by me wi thout ejectment or
process of law.

Signed Henry Sykes

January 6th 1887.?
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to this date, the Trustees had the authority to dispense with the services of
the schoolmaster or schoolmistress, whenevert h e yThought fit, but from this

i h Pjarch 1887 i t was understood as between the Trustees and Sykes that three
atéins not ice wou ld be given and received pr ior to the terminat ion o f the
gontont. It seems the Trustees, staff and school were entering on a more

. period.

she7th June 1887 the Trustees were informed the school was to be placed under
y authori of the Diocesan Inspector Operating under the control of the Bishop of

u achester From that day forward ecclesiastical authority was to be strengthened.
later, by an Act of Parliament dated 1891, the provisi tar

four ye were brought into operation and this meant a ?tee a l i sccopted a
dv om jst October 1891. T h i s Tepresented the commencement of formalised

an entary school education with all the concomitant rules, regulations,
elem ures etc. There are no records which indicate any actions by the Trustees in
orfundamental change.

ready been stated in Section 2 that the church had become the Parish
mr bas an eucton on 6th September 1892, and it is interesting to note that by 1895,
ipo Trustees were reduced to three in number and they were:

The Reverend HJG Beloe The first Vicar of the Parish Church
M r JD Manning
M r H All ison

pid the other Trustees lose of f i ce ar is ing f r o m the A c t o f Par l iament o f 1891?

interesting sidelight arose in 1898. It stated in the school minutes dated 6th
jaye that an account rendered by James Tomlinson for placing the ?old? church bell
jn Ihe turret over the school was Presented in the sum of ten pounds ten shil l ings,
put this WAS rejected and he was paid ten pounds only. As many people are aware,

ig bell was taken down from the turret and now stands wi th in the modern school
in the Bank Lane area. Comprehensive details of this exercise can be found at
Nppend ix 4 to this section. It also clearly establishes when the ?tolling bell?
quently sited in the church bell tower was installed.

py t h e b e g i n n i n g o f t h e 2 0 t h cen tu ry a more formal ised m e t h o d for ope ra t i ng the
1 had come in to existence. The Trustees were the V icar o f Croston, t he Pr iest

of the Roman Catho l i c c h u r c h in Euxton, the V icar o f Eux ton Par ish C h u r c h a n d
two laymen m a k i n g at o t a l o f f ive. The V icar o f Eux ton w a s a p p o i n t e d C h a i r m a n

o f Governors. Forma l i sed agreements m a d e u n d e r the n e w E d u c a t i o n A c t n o w
ted for the teachers. Teachers? t ime books together w i t h d u p l i c a t e a t tendance

registers were adopted.

qhe Education C o m m i t t e e w h i c h w a s based at Preston had assumed an inc reas ing
role and author i ty . Regu la r i sa t ion o f the ho l i days o f the t w o schools - C h u r c h o f

England and Roman C a t h o l i c - we re to be agreed. Registers were to be k e p t to
record coal purchases f o r the school f ires, as w e l l as f l u i d for l i g h t i n g o f the lamps .
It is o f interest t ha t t he l i g h t i n g p r o v i d e d by the o i l l a m p s then i n use, w a s
unsatisfactory, pa r t i cu l a r l y i n the darke r w i n t e r mon ths and this subject w a s to be

pursued v igorous ly w i t h the Educa t ion Commi t tee .
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ool wasu s e d a t th is t ime f o r even ing classes a n d a fee o f one shilling - or

gre ny pence - per night was levied. Violin classes - undert h e Murdoch pestem

6 never tnis was) - were held in the school after the close of the school day.
a formalised submission of the various costs incurred in operating the

sot had been put into operation and great care seems to have been exercised by
sch astees and school management in keeping expenditure within the budget
the «for the year. Details of the ?Allowed Estimate? and the ?Expenditure? for the
4 % October 1903 to March 1904 can be found at Appendix 5 to this section.

1903

confirmed in 1904 that ten extra half-day holidays were to be allowed dur ing
at the discretion of the Vicar of Euxton Pari

te j e church holidays which were in addition, arish Church. ?These were not (0

ool room wasu s e d for Parish Council Meetings and for this they paid the
The of one shi l l ing and sixpence for each evening meeting. This apparent ly
ane the cost of fuel for the fires and oil for the lamps. Similarly, as the bui ld ing
was s e d by the Church of England as a Sunday School, the Governors considered
we seventh of the cost o f the weekly bi l l for coal and oi l wou ld be a fair and

equitablecharge.
ing of special note transpired down the years, except for changes in teachin,

Nothing vicars o f Euxton Parish Church, unt i lA p r i l 1988 when i t eas agreed oe
cers Brewing Company - the owners at that time of the inn adjacent to the

roo! puildings and currently known as Pappa Luigi?s - on the one hand, and the
qrustees of Buxton Church of England School on the other hand, to exchange one
and three quarter yards o f land belonging to the Property of the school trust situate
at the corner n o r t h end o f the school yard for twelve yards of broken land

containing an irregular thorn hedge, situate on the south east corner o f the school
property: The Brewery Company offered as well , ten pounds in cash on

completion. This action was duly approved and carried out and the cash paid to the
qrustees in December 1928.

by 1933, H . M . Inspec tor o f Schools commented u p o n the lack o f accommoda t i on f o r
the senior school. TheT r u s t e e s - School Managers in name and t i t le b y th is date -
were 0 examine the quest ion o f b u i l d i n g an extra classroom.

In 1938 action to replace the oil i l luminat ion by electric l ight ing was agreed, w i th
the County contributing thirteen pounds fifteen shillings and sixpence towards the

cost.

Asa result of the Education Act, children of eleven to fifteen years in age, were to
be classed ass e n i o r pupi ls, and consideration was to be given to transferring this
age group to a suitable school in Leyland subject to the proviso that the chi ldren
were to be w i t hd rawn on Tuesdays and Thursdays each week fo r re l ig ious
instruction at Euxton. It was also confirmed that the school would be recognised as
a Junior Infants school, Class 1, fo l lowing the proposed transfer of the senior
children to Leyland.

By 1943, school dinners had made their first appearance in the daily life of all pupils
attending. The Trustees - School Managers - could attend and partake if they so
wished.
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e end of the Second World War in 1945, the first discussions regarding the
i on of a modern school capable of accommodating the increased juvenile

p o r n jon in the village took Place, but it took many years before positive action
percarried out. At t h e Trustees? - School Managers? - meeting on the 28th
was ber 1960, a quotation from G & J Seddon, Builders, for Phase 1 of the new
P o l in the sum of twenty two thousand four hundred and eighty six pounds
a n shillings and seven pence was accepted. The architects for the
eigh?yction work were Thorpe and Whyman. The church share was five
o s andp o u n d s .

o f this n e w school w a s u n d e r t a k e n by a cont r . .

f e t e Church?s share be ing three thousand? h o u n d s ?act w i t h JW Lee, C h o r l e y i n
1909"

anteri d in order to accommodat i i ie interim an Ne ate the increasing number of chi ldren
h e . g toa t t e n d t h e N a t i o n a l School, a substantial wooden hut was erected on

4 ind the main school bui ld ing in the year 1952. It is not known w h o d id the
v k the costa n d other details, but the structure is stil l in situ and currently used
wy? play GrowP g a n g W e e k d a y s and by the Sunday School on that day.

ity for this p ar building is stil l vested wi th
asthe) ne Church Hall Committee. ith the School Managers and

n e yer 1953 saw a new classroom added to the school main bui ld ing, and this is
section in the south facing wal l at right angles to the original main bui lding. It

5separated internallyf r o m the main room to the hall by a folding wooden screen
from fl00° to ceiling. Again the cost and construction and all other relevant details
are not known.

B y 1963, a5 the or ig ina l ?Endowed School? bu i l d i ng - la t te r ly used as
jecommodation for the schoolmaster/schoolmistress - was no longer suitable fo r
shat P e, and in v iew of the pressure from the local Medical Officer of Heal th

demolish t h es t ruc tu re , action was taken to dispose of i t by sale, inc luding the
around it. Thisw a s duly achieved for the sum of two hundred and fifteen

pounds, the purchasers being M r W] Brierley and his wife o f Buxton. Concurrently,
and in order to tegularise the shape of the land at the rear o f the bui ld ing, a small

portion of the glebe Jand was sold to the Brierley?s for the sum of sixty pounds. The
building was demolished and a bungalow erected in its place.

oni cons iderat ion as to the disposal o r use o f the school bu i l d i ngs , once the
move to the n e w school h a d been under taken, revealed a clause in the T r u s t Deed
which stated that the s t ruc tu re w a s no t to be so ld , bu t f o l l o w i n g legal adv ice i t w a s

ident that the sale to the Par ish C h u r c h o f Eux ton as a C h u r c h H a i l was poss ib le
subject to the f o l l o w i n g cond i t ions :

i The Vendors w o u l d be:

The Vicar o f Ley land.

The V icar o f Euxton.

Two churchwardens of Euxton.
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1 T h ep u r c h a s e r s w o u l d be:i
T h e paroch ia l C h u r c h Counci l .

i P urchase pr i ce w o u l d be £1,500
ii

refabricated building (wooden hut) at th . sas
iv T d be sold by the Parochial Church Council, of the main building

ere was to be a twenty year clause - half of any profits accruing from the
? sale of the hall, less the cost of any improvements, wou ld be forfeited i f the

hall was sold wi th in twenty years,

v i Effective date w a s 14th December 1970.

ja tow ins an architect 's r e p o r t i t was f o u n d that:

; N o radical alteration to the bui lding was Necessary.

j i Thep r e s e n t heating would do.

i i i The kitchen required considerable alteration.

iy Flooring to the main room required attention.

y The toilets should be resited internally.

yi The electric w i r ing was in good condition.

v i i Plastering, pointing, demoli t ion and decorating were required.

owing ane s t i m a t ef r o m P e t e r s and Str ick land, a tender pr ice of three thousand
hundred a n d s i x t y s ix p o u n d s was a p p r o v e d and the v a r i o u s w o r k s

o i q u e n t l y carr ied out.

Recent E v e n t s a n d H a p p e n i n g s

following the ?Summerland? f i re d i s a s t e r in the Is le o f M a n some years ago,
governmental l e g i s l a t i o nw a s a p p l i e d to places o f en te r ta inmen t o r w h e r e p e o p l e

thered together o n social occasions where the n u m b e r s cong rega t i ng w e r e one
hundred or more ,a n d th is a f f e c t e d w h a t had n o w become the C h u r c h H a l l o f

Euxton Parish Church . A c t i o n to u p d a t e the f i re precaut ions a n d genera l safety
irements was carr ied ou t to the sat isfact ion o f off ic ials f r o m Lancash i re C o u n t y

Counci] and the a p p r o p r i a t e safety cert i f icates were issued. A t p r e d e t e r m i n e d
per iods, r e g u l a r i n s p e c t i o n p r o c e d u r e s Operate to e n s u r e the h a l l a n d

accommodation ar rangements are i n l ine w i t h cur ren t regu la t i on .

O f more recent date, amb i t i ous plans to u p d a t e the ma in hal l , side ha l l a n d k i t chen
area were i m p l e m e n t e d i n o r d e r to b r i n g these places i n t o a m o d e r n set t ing. The
work invo lved f i t t i n g a false ce i l i ng to the m a i n hal l , the p r o v i s i o n o f m o d e r n
concealed l i g h t i n g f i t t i ngs i n some areas and comple te redecorat ion. T h e k i t c h e n
area was ref i t ted w i t h m o d e r n storage un i ts , w i t h ins ta l la t ion o f u p to date s i n k
units. Work was car r ied ou t u n d e r the C o m m u n i t y W o r k P r o g r a m m e w i t h o n l y
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the materials falling to be met fro)
we:c a t Sect is pleasing indeed. m Church and Church Hall funds. The

0
i d by a iurch Hall is governed bya committee elected at the Parish Church Annual

o e ral Meeting with the addition of representatives from the Parochial Church
councl

ch Hall is in regular use each day of the week b i ian a wide variety of
?gations andfamilies «Rangers, Guides and Brownies,W o r s h i p w i t h Mother,

puxtorLuncheon | n , Aerobics class, Women?s Institute, Ballet/Dancing class,
p i t h y parties of all ages, wedding receptions, and sundry other functions and

whilst each Sunday, the hall is used as a Sunday School during the morning
w i the Young Church Members in the evening.

H a l l , n o w m o r e than one h u n d r e d i it
e Church I red and f i f ty years o f age, and sti l l

? cturally sound, has seen many families enter through i tepo r ta l s ,? o n y out the

w k of acquiring some form of education, to be succeeded by their children and
aldren?s children. In the latter years i t has been the means of br inging people o f
the arish together o n many social occasions thereby assisting greatly in fu l f i l l ing a
considerable need dur ing the whole of its lengthy existence.

May it continue to do so down the years ahead!
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Append i x 1

t a ?Whet is t e wambero fDeySchools lnyourParish;and what numberofCail
dren ulicadthems,distinguishing B o y saud Gists}

Gee ave t h ay Cbveeks fit bho Yapubey G b u a t , whe

i g r e f rm ape A . C h e i o y B P Y E
sod?-WhatGandaySchools,codwhatmember of Chieu ary collected ia theuydst

W a p o i s b o a gBoys nedGb?

WeeLITE t i n g lor aadapt fret deatiedealy Celibiun
L Q

?grire theycondecind in whols, ar be put,on tha NesoaalSecitysPlan of la

B o o k e d d t welles tHe pe te ,eosinflark, ont l leA i h u n S e i n ei g

f g u e hettthere,

Me

GeWhenwherethey cctsblisbod, uedbow arethey ruppocted?

Sunec t l bubleyur (018bad teombilpayb P te
« AeuitbinsOptiief a n a r tayhe itt, 0h, LD ula fatityy pinytnys e d p l y p g d o; Lt b i k : wth whi t : hung We!

L L ape h a e a t e Niadeded eater l e d g e
Leal t A COAGoutesold Plas, araiheprossst?TeachersLicly tobebadecedtolearnand

a prectice the mew mothod?
i e oveat (iatthase woe ri ty wwitlisggyR t h (iam Minrsae m u t i ,

A a s b e r i i i np r t Lag Hid apts Be arnanee1 gf crite;GOH 20D
ajftrecar Lacesic) vrs Flee.

Gck?In thatcane, whetwamberofChildrenarncxpablaofbeingcollectedfor luersc-
Gos, within « walk of two miles?

S e f i r v i o rtat Beanianbnd Aidror sth anid be barugbttt
e t t aba s r t i e s p t wi e p e e

?Fix What coimen epernte Uo prevent the sdoptioa of the miikod of ineiuctian recom

mncaded bythe Netieoal Sociaty?and how cantheybestbe remered? With

any penersd remashs that occur,

Met r i n y p e lennss antoh pforatt tefrcuoct t le Detiden Gf l o m s a t v e rEUG en
J L a n w t h e n n i h( lafug in sched tron a i r Dag atef e n dB a g t l s
macflarg espnsatediig Biba A e r i e Galena apeiba Gosfazer
tron, theF E ervelEob pd ineemmsrnvied, (0008 sagybar promrepe hanadtse thesrdlf filom

Atle erwin, ormwedscecriea r i a , btamgh the f o r d f t t e b h a Glailg?
c n n e g u a c e e dtheroea, Lorn n n w u d A t h o s .

"Ce tangs G o o l , Bei
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A p p e n d i x 2

ain and Sale of a Plot of Land for the Site of a School In the
g snip of Euxton, in the County of Lancaster.pat

Town
Dated 27th September 1837

colonel Edward Bol l ing and M r Adam Lomax Hawor th the Trustees under
1 r s de Manderville?s marriage settlement

to

q h e Reverend G Baldwin, Vicar of Leyland; Reverend R Procter, Incumbent
of Euxton Chapel; Reverend J Wil l iams, Curate of Euxton Chapel, M r

Hodgkinson, Churchwarden, M r Auton, Chapelwarden.

Enrol led i n H e r Majesty?s H i g h C o u r t o f C h a n c e r y the n ine teen th d a y o f
2 February in the year o f O u r L o r d 1838 being f i rst d u l y s tamped accord ing to

the tenor o f the statutes made for that purpose.

Signed) D Drew
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A p p e n d i x 3

jpaonture

1
p e t w e e n E d w a r d B o l l i n g , o f B o l t o n - l e - M o o r s , C o t t o n S p i n n e r a n d A d a m

max H a w o r t h o f Bo l t on - l e -Moors , gen t leman, Trustees o f the m a r r i a g e
ettlement o f M a r g a r e t de M a n d e r v i l l e and Reve rend G a r d n e r B a l d w i n ,

v i c a r o f L e y l a n d , R e v e r e n d Rober t Procter , I n c u m b e n t o f E u x t o n a n d
Reve rend John W i l l i a m s , Curate o f Eux ton together w i t h John H o d g k i n s o n ,
C h u r c h w a r d e n a n d John A u t o n , Chape lwarden .

incorporated National Society for promoting education of the poor granted a
gum of money together with a sum of money raised by voluntary
subscription.

purchase price £10 0s 0d

A r e a . N o r t h e r l y a n d sou the r l y sides 26 yards each, easter ly and wes te r l y 19
y a r d s each, con ta in ing 494 super f ic ia l sq, yards or thereabouts.

This I n d e n t u r e was a c k n o w l e d g e d at Bo l t on - l e -Moo rs in the C o u n t y o f
Lancaster on the 30th d a y o f September 1837 b y the w i t h i n n a m e d A d a m

L o m a x H a w o r t h w h o prayed the same m i g h t be enrol led before me

John Gordon,

A Master Extraordinary in Chancery
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Ap p e n d i x 4

extract (rom local newspaper ?Chor ley Guardian? week end ing 13.4.85

S o u n d as a
be l l _ again

THE PRICELESS school bell now restored and sunding in Luxlon CE
Primary School In ou picture aro Celt 1o right) the viear of Euxton the
Rev Derek Rast, headmaster Mt Tom Ally and bell restorer Bob
Hardwick (660)

CHILDREN at Euxton C.E. Primary School are now able to ning the changes in the village as they study
apnceless piece of heritage.
Thanksto the hard work of parent Mr Bob Hard-wick,
the oid school bell, which dates back to 1723, has
been fully restored and now has pride of place in
he school entrance hall

The bell used to chime in the former parish schoo!
wheh is now the newly renovated Euxton Parish
?Church Hall.

FITTING
thas bean hidden for many yeara, until Mr Hardwick
vokmdaared to renovate it" The ball itsell didn't
aed much doing to i, ? Mr. Hardwick said ?I just
eaned 11 up as t's made of rough cast ron The
hardwork was making theframeto hold 1?
MW. Hardwick is a former pupil of the school, and his
son and daughter Stephen and Sarah have also
been pupils,

Atsacher at Balshaw?s High School in Leyland, Mr
Hardwick thanked his coligague Mr. Dave Wane in
Ihe metabvork department for all his help and
gudance,

The boll is mounted on a frame mada from oak wood
from the church ?lt seemed fitting that we should
use another piace of history,? sad Mr, Hardwick.

Mr. Hardwick has lost count of the hours he spent on
the bell Bul Mr Tom Aly, headmaster of the
school, sald that his hard work was much
appreciated by pupils and staff.

Engraved on a brass plaque on thebel l tame Is: ?This
stand in oak saved from the church was made in
Qratiude and respoct fro the quality af work and
ettor! by the stall of thes schao! past and present *

?That says everything | think about Euxton C.E
Primary School and is oxtremely high standard of
work, sad Mr. Hardwick.
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A p p e n d i x 5

o n c. of E. Schoo l

v o r e s E s t i m a t e E x p e n d i t u r e O c t o b e r - December 1903

? 2 s 4 £ 8 da

4 1 6 8 B o o k s a n d S t a t i o n e r y 4 4 1 0 ? / ,

6 1 3 4 F u e l , L i g h t & C l e a n i n g 2 = 10 1 / 2

S e w i n g M a t e r i a l s 1 12 10

5 © © A p p a r a t u s i n c l u d i n g kK.G. 1 18 O l ,

R e p a i r s 1 0 8

P e t t y E x p e n s e s 7 3

J a n u a r y ~ M a r c h 1 9 0 4

3 . 1 2 6 B o o k s a n d S t a t i o n e r y 3 8 O l ,

S e w i n g M a t e r i a l s 18 B f ,

3 1 5 © A p p a r a t u s 3 0 0 2 2 0 1 1

R e p a i r s 1 6 6

P e t t y E x p e n s e s 8 10

cleaning wages n o t i n c l u d e d .
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PLATE 4

This bui lding currently used as the Parish Hall by the Euxton Parish Churchwas ,
until the bui ld ing of the ?modern? C. of E. school down Bankside, used as one o f
the village day schools. The original Catholic day school is immediately across
the way. Coal fires used to heat the classrooms - there were two of them - but the
chimney stacks were demolished fol lowing the installation of gas heating. The
building lies next to the ?Anderton Arms? inn whose advertising medium can
be seen to the left of the plate.
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PLATE 2

This plaque - on the western elevation of the bui ld ing shewn in plate No. 1 -
identifies the year o f construction of the Day School.
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C o n c l u s i o n

S e c t i o n s 1-5
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Conclusion

S e c t i o n s 1 - 5

rahe endo f a lengthy attempt toPiece together the history of the Church and the
Met specified places, the comment in the preamble to the work where detailed
a tion is made of manyunanswered queries is fully borne out. Considerable

nasis is placed on the Appendices to Section 2 as these papers are, in the main,
erpportive documents to the body of the narrative.

sere atem a n y locationsa n d points of reference to which journeys have been
ade, and it ish i g h l y possible that, due to ignorance in often not knowing the

a estion OF questions to ask, some nugget of historical detail has been overlooked
and isso

ese is, however vo lum inous the sections, a basic gather ing together o f
information, which should render a great deal easier the task of some person o r
p e r s i s in future o f clearing the many outstanding queries.

t h a s c lear ly emerged c o n c e r n i n g the c h u r c h is the i m p a c t m a d e b y t w o
arate a n d d i s t i n c t f a m i l i e s and o n e other pa r t i cu l a r man. T h e s h a d o w y

jo lyneaux f a m i l y were a p p a r e n t l y the c la imants to the chapel - chu rch - s t r u c t u r e
f r o mt h ee a r l y 1 4 t h c e n t u r y to the end o f the 17th century - a span o f some three

hundred and e igh t y years o f Roman Cathol ic control .

on their heels came the Armetr id ing family, the immediate successors of the
Molyneaux fami l y in the contro l o f the chapel (church). Th rough many

ations involv ing changes of name, they f inal ly relinquished the patronage in
ear 1910, in this case a span o f some t w o h u n d r e d years o f u n d o u b t e d C h u r c h

of Englandc o n t r o l .

The Reverend John Wi l l iams was undoubtedly an inf luent ia l f igure dur ing his
fifty four year tenure asI n c u m b e n t f r om 1838 to 1892. He saw the church extended
east and west; the churchyard d isc ip l ines regularised and a formal extension

incorporated;t h e ?Endowed and National Schools? amalgamated; a vicarage bu i l t
and occupied and the internal church layout constructed much as i t is today.
whilst there is no evidence to substantiate the views expressed by ?Atticus? when
he met Williams, the latter appears to have thought so high ly of his one and only
incumbency that his remains l ie in what he regarded as his chapelyard. May they
continue to rest in peace
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S e c t i o n 3

T h e V i c a r a g e s

st(original) vicarage
mo ft :

icial m e n t i o n o f a parsonage house (vicarage) comes f r o m a paper
qhe firs as a man named F H Cheetham, i n the year 1005 w h e r e hes t a t e s ?The

e e house, n o w k n o w n as the vicarage, was erected in 1838 at the charges o f
p a oughton o f As t ley Hal l as a g i f t to the n e w l y appo in ted vicar, the Reverend

wad) a ams? (1838 to 1892) w h o had succeeded the non- res ident i ncumben t the
Jo .d Robert Proctor (1799 to 1838).
pew

rding to the Reverend Gardner Baldwin, Vicar of Leyland, the cost was five
Acco!r e dp o u n d s w h i c h w a s raised by subscr ip t ion and grant f r o m Queen Anne 's
hun
pounly-

q e detail is only partially correct,

r e cate of Williams? tenure atE u x t o n is as stated and Procter was the non-resident
incumbent, but the man w h o was in Post was the Reverend Henry Brierley and
a ans succeeded himo n his death in 1838. H o w long Procter continued as the
non-resident incumbent is not known, but it is highly probable the practice of
p t y of livings ceased during the 19th century.

procter WaS the incumben t at C laugh ton where he ran a pr i va te school in add i t i on
h i spastoral d u t i e s .

tris not known who carried out the bui lding o f the parsonage house (vicarage); the
ost of the land surrounding the parsonage house and from whom it was obtained
ig alsounknown.

iis are not avai lable as to any main tenance charges for this house or whe the r
these were met out o f chu rch funds.

thephysical descr ipt ion o f this parsonage house (vicarage) is as fo l lows:

Ground floor
Porch; hallway; large study; lounge; si t t ing room (or dining room); kitchen; small
larder; small ut i l i ty room and boiler room (oil fired heating system).

First f loor

Five bedrooms {various sizes), one bedroom wi th an adjoining dressing room;
bathroom; separate lavatory.

f Transactions of the Histor ic Society of Lancs. & Cheshire, Vol .LXXVII I , New series, VoLXLIL
fentled Euston Chapel by FH Cheetham, FSA. A paper read to the society on March 12th, 1925

Q (Reference Section) book A15/78p p s 21-54
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